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Age of LEWIS XIV. 

CHAP. CLXXIII. 

Conqueft of the Franche-Comte. Peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle. 



TH E whole court was taken up with the 
diverfions at St. Germain's, when, in tfas 
midft of winter, in the month of Janu- 
ary, every one was furprifed to fee troops in 
motion on al! fides, and feveral bodies coming 
and going on the road to Champagne, in the 
three bimoprics. Several trains of battering 
cannon, and waggons loaded with ammunition, 
flopped under different pretences on the route 
which leads from Champagne to Burgundy. 
This partof France was filled with movements, 
of which no one could conjecture the caufe. 
Foreigners through intereft, and the courtiers 
through curiofity, ^xhaufted themfelves in fur- 
mi2^s : Germany Was alarmed ; but every one 
was alike ignorant of the obje^ of the^e vafl 
preparations and irregular marches. Never 
Vol. YIL B was 
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wai more fccrccy obfcrved in a confpiracy than 
in tjujj expedition of Lewis XIV. At Icneth, 
on (he fecond of February, the king himfelf fet 
out from St. Gcrmain'sy with the young duke 
of Knguien and Tome of his courtiers, the other 
ofEcers were at the place of rendezvous ap« 
pointed for the troops. He made long journeys 
on horfcback, and arrived at Dijon. Twcntv 
tboul'and men, who had been aficmbled on diN 
fctcnt routc>», met the fame day in the Funche- 
Com^e, atfon)||pi||||;(l^||rfrom B^^Mt 
and the great ^ot\dc appcarW"^ <thctrncaaV 
having his friend Boutcvillc-Montmorency * 
for his chief lieutenant-general, lately made 
duke of Luxembourg, and who baa always 
prcferved an inviolable attachment to him 
through every change of his fortune. Lux- 
tmbour;; had ftudied the art of war under the 
/Meat Condc, and his great merit obliged the 
kin^r, who did not love him, to employ him. 

Tlic fptings of this unforefeen expedition 
wetc thcf'c : the prince of Conde was jealous of 
Turenne^s reputation f ; and Louvois t of bis 

I 

• YfMc\$ Utnry d« Montmortncy, ddk« of Luxcmbottrf, 
peer «nd msrechal of France, count do Boiittvlllo and do 
Lit'h, lord of Bttcft Sec WM tht pofthamous foo of Francia 
do Montmortncy, count do Ludo and do Boutovitlc^ asd bO' 
carn« ono of ibo frcatoft (cnorali that Franco ovor pro* 
dii td. 

f It may pcrhapi bo unncccffkry to inform the reader 
that Ihit sr«4t ca|rf«irt, Henry do la Tour vicomto d« Tu- 
renne. wai fecond fon to itte duke of Bouillon. 

{ Louvoii FrancU Michael le Tellier marquii do Lowpii, 
wai (he clde() fon of Michael le TelUcr chancellor of franco* 
At fccretaty of war, and aficiwardt minifter ofilate, b« 
di(tini(utnicd himftlf by hie capacity and dtligeoce, and was 
famoui for the art of providing mapslnos lor tlM uft of 
aroiici* 

iavour 



LEWIS XIV. 3 

favour with his mafter. Conde'a jealoufy was 
that of an hero, Louvois* that ot a minidei. 
The prince, who was governor of Burgundy, 
which borders upr>n the Franche-Comtd, hact 
formed the projeft of making himfclf maftcr of 
this province duriiig the winter fcafon, in as 
fhorta time as Turenne had taken in the fore- 
going fummer to make the conqucft of French 
Flanders. Fie immediately communicated his 
fcheme to Loavois, who eagerly embraced it, 
glad of an opportu sicy of rejyioving Turenne to 
a diftance, and making him ufelciii, and at tho 
fame time of fervin;i; his mader. 

This province, which was then very poor, 
but extremely well peopled, is Trty leagues 
long, and twenty broad. It was called the 
Franchc-Comte, (or the free country,) and 
was a£tually fo \ for the Spanilh kings were 
rather its protedors than its matters : and 
though this country was in the government of 
Flanders, yet it was very little dependent on it. 
7'he adminiftration was divlidcd and difpytcd 
between the parliament and the governor of 
Franchc-Comt^. The people eiijoycd many 
conflderable privileges, which the court of Ma- 
drid were cautious of infringing, being dcfirous 
to keep fair with a province that was jealous 
of its riehts, and fo near a neighbour to t rancc. 
Never did people live under a milder govetn* 
ment,or were more attached to their fovereigns. 
They had preferved an afte^ion to the houfe 
of Auftria for near two generations j but this 
was rather the love of their liberty. 

In a word, the Franche-Comtc was happy, 

though poor ^ but as it was u kind of republic, 

there were neceflarily fome fadions among its 

B 2 in- 
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favour with his mafter. Conde*s Jealoufy was 
that of an hero, Louvois' that of a minifler. 
The prince, who was governor of Burgundy, 
which borders upon the Franche-Comte, harl 
formed the project of making himfelf mafter of 
this province durmg the winter feafon, in as 
fhorta time as Turenne had taken in the fore- 
going fummer to make the conqueft of French 
rlanders. He immediately communicated his 
fcheme to Louvois, who eagerly embraced it, 
glad of an opportu iityo£r€jjioving Turenne to 
a diftance, and making him ufelei's, and at the 
fame time of ferving his mafter. 

This province, which was then very poor, 
but extremely well peopled, is forty leagues 
long, and twenty broad. It was called the 
Franche-Comte, (or the free country,) and 
was aftually fo j for the Spanilh kings were 
rather its protedors than its mafters : and 
though this country was in the government of 
Flanders, yet it was very little dependent on it. 
The adminiftration was divided and difputed 
between the parliament and the governor of 
Franchc-Comte. The people er^oyed many 
confiderable privileges, which the court of Ma- 
drid were cautious of infringing, being dcfirous ' 
to keep fair with a province that was jealous 
of its rights, and fo near a neighbour to France. 
Never did people live under a milder govern- 
ment, or were more attached to their fovereigns. 
They had prcferved an affedion to the houfe 
of Auftria for near two generations i but this 
was rather the love of their liberty. 

In a word, the Franche-Comte was happy, 

though poor i but as it was a kind of republic, 

there were neccflarily fome fadions among its 
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inhabitants ; and notwithftanding what is faid 
by Peliflbn, Lewis did not confine hioifelf 
iTJcrely to force on this occafion. 

He began by gaining over fomc of the in- 
habitants^ by prefents and promifes. He made 
i'urc of the abbot John Watteville, brother to 
him who having infulted the French ambaf- 
i'ador at a public entry at London, had by 
this outrage occafioned the humiliation of the 
Spanifli branch of the houfe of Auftria*. This 
abbot, who had formerly been an officer, then 
a Carthufian friar, afterwards a Turk, and laft 
of all a churchman, had the promife of being 
made high dean, and of having feveral other 
preferments iix the church. The count of 
St. Amour, the governor's nephew, was like- 
wife bribed, and the governor himfelf at laft 
proved not inflexible. A number of the coun- 
i'ellors of the parliament were bought at a « 
reafonable rate, and all thefe private intrigues 
were at their very beginning feconded by an 
army of twenty thoufand men. Befan^on, the 
capital of the province, is invefted by the prince 
ot Conde. Luxembourg marches to Salins ; 
and the next day Befanfon and Salins fur- 
render. Befan^on infifted on no other terms 
of capitulation than that it (hould remain in 
poflehion of the holy handkerchief, which was 
held in threat reverence in that city, and which 
was very readily granted them. The king be- 
ing arrived at Dijon, Louvois, who had haftened 
to ciM/fronciers todired all the marches, comes 
and informs them at the fame time, that thefe 
two towns are befieged and taken. The king 

• $99 Cbap, CLXXI. Vol. VI. 
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{mniediately flies to (hew himfelf to fortune, 
who did every thing for him. 

He next went and laid fiege to Dole, in per- 
fbn, a place reputed very ftrong, in which the 
count of Montrevel commanded ; a perfon of 
difting;uiihed valour, who, out of a greatnefs of 
mind was faithful to the Spanifh government, 
which he hated, and a parliament which he 
defpifed* His garrifon conlifted of no more 
than four hundred foldiers, and the inhabitants 
of the place, and yet he bravely refolved to de- 
fend it« The trenches were not carried on in 
form ; for no fooner were they opened than a 
crowd of young volunteers, who had followed 
the king, flew to attack the counterfcarp, on 
which they made a lodgment. The prince of 
Coode, whofe age and experience gave him a 
more fedate courage, fupported them properly, 
and by fbaring in their danger extricated them 
from It. This prince was every where with 
bis (on-f and went to give an account of all 
that pafled to the king, as if he bad been an 
officer who had his fortune to make. The 
king Remained in his quarters, where he dif- 
played the dignity of a monarch in his court* 
rather than that impetuous ardour which is by 
no means neceflary. The fame ceremonials 
were obferved there as at St* Germain's. He 
bad his great couche, and his lefler one ; he 
bad bis drawing-rooms, his public audience 
ball in his tent, and . never ftooped from the 
dignity of die throne in any other rcfpe£k than 
that of permitting his general officers and aids^ 
de«camp to dine at the fame table with him* 
He never was feen to expofc himfclf to the 
ruder fatigues • of war, nor to ibew that rafh 
B 3 courage 
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courage for which Francis I. and Henry IV. 
were fo famous, who greedily fought after dan- 
ger in all (hapes. He was contented with not 
fearing it himfelf, and with encouraging all 
about him to rudi into it with ardour for his 
fcrvicc. He entered Dole after four davs fiege, 
and twelve days after his departure from M. 
(icrmain's, and in lefs than three weeks the 
whole province of Franche-Comic was reduced* 
The Spaniih council, both amazed and incenfed 
at the fmall refinance which had been made* 
told the governor in a letter, ♦' That the 
Fiench king (hould have fent his valets to 
fake polTcilion of the province, inftead of march*- 
in^ againft it in perfon." 

So much ambition and good fortune roufed 
Kurope from its lethargy. The empire began 
to flir, and the emperor to raife troops. The 
Kwifs nation, who are neighbours to the peo- 
ple of Kranche-Comte, and who have nothing 
to depend upon but their liberty, trembled for 
themfclves. The reft of Flanders might be in- 
vaded the enfuing fpring: the Dutch, whole 
tntcreft it had always been to have the French 
their friends, ihuddered at the thoughts of hav- 
ing them for neighbours. Spain had then re- 
courfe for protection, and actually received it 
from that inconfiderable nation, which it had 
hitherto looked upon as a contemptible and re- 
bellious people. 

Holland was then governed by John de Witt, 
who had been chofen grand penUonary, when 
he was only twenty- five years old ; a man who 
had the freedom of his country as much at heart 
as his own perfonal greatnefs : wedded to the 
eld republican piinciples, frugality and mode- 
ration. 
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ration, he kept only one man and a ma!d, and 
walked always on foot at the Hague^ while in 
the negociat ions of Europe his name was ranked 
with that of the moft powerful kings : he was a 
perfon of unwearied application, of the grcateft 
regularity, prudence, and afHduity in public af- 
fairs; an excellent citizen, a great politician, 
and yet in the end very unfortunate. 

He had contra£led a friend (hip with Sir WiU 
Ham Temple,, the Engli(h ambafTador at the 
Hague, which is rarely to be found between 
ft'atefmen. Sir William was a philofopher, 
who blended a tafte for literature with public 
affairs, and an honeft man, notwithflanding 
that bifliop Burnet has reproached him with 
atheifm ; he was born with a prudent republican 
genius, loved Holland like his own country, 
becaufe it was the feat of liberty, of which he 
was as jealous as the grand penfionary himfelf. 
Thefe two excellent members of community, 
joined with count Dohna, the Swediih ambaf- 
£idor, to ftop the French king's progrefs. 

This period was diftinguiflied by rapid events. 
That part of Flanders which is called Frer.ch 
Flanders had been all taken within three 
months, and* the Franche-Comte in the fpace 
of three weeks. The treaty entered into between 
Holland, England, and Sweden, for maintaining 
the balance of power in Europe, and bridling 
the ambition of Lewis XIV. was propofed and 
concluded in five days time *. 

The French monarch was not a little in- 
cenfed, that a pitiful (late like that of Holland 
Ibould have^prefumed to think of fetting bouiKJs 

• TbU was called the triple aUiance. 

B 4 to. 
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to his cMqueftsy and' being the arbiter between 
crowned beads ; and ftill more fo, that it was 
in a condition to do it. He was fenfibly zffeStcd 
with this indignity put upon his greatneft by 
the Dutch, which he was obliged to fwallow 
for the prefent ; but for which he from that 
inftant meditated revenge. 

Ambitious, powerful, and incenfed ashewaf, 
he yet found it moft prudent to divert the ftorm 
which began to gather from all parts of Europe* 
He himfelf made the iirft overtures for peace. 
Aix-la-Chapelle was pitched upon by the courts 
of France and Spain for the place of conferences, 
and the new pope, Rofpigliofi, (Clement IX*) 
was chofen mediator. 

The court of Rome, to cover its weak* 
nefs with u (hew of credit, earneftly con* 
tended for the honour of being the arbiter be* 
tween crowned heads. It had been difappoijUed 
at the peace of the Pyrennees ; but it feemed to 
have carried its point at this of Aix*la^Chapelle« 
A nuncio was fent to the congrefs, to be a 
phantom of an arbiter between phantoms of 
plenipotentiaries* The Dutch^ who already 
be;: an to fed a thirft for honour^ would not 
fliure that of concluding whaCrlhey had begvn 
with any other. Accordingly every thing wns 
in fjA (ettled at St. Germain's, by their am* 
bafikdor Van-Beuning. What bad been pri- 



vately agreed upon there with him, was fent to 
AiX'la-Chapclle to be ftgned in great poaip by 
the minifters ailembled at the congrefs* Who 



could have fuppofed thirty years before, tbfic a 
burgher of Holland would oblige the kings of 
France and Spain to abide by his arbitration ? 

This 
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This Van-Beunin^, whd was bureomafter 
of Amfterdam, had all the vivacity of a French- 
man, with the pride of a S{5aniard. He took a 
pleafure to thwart the king's imperious di^fpo- 
fition on all occaiions ; and oppofed a repub- 
lican inflexibility to the magifterial tone, whichr 
the French minifters began to a/Tume. ** Do 
yoa doubt the king's word ?" faid monfleur dc 
Lionne to hhn, one day at a conference. ** I 
know not what the king may intend, faid Van- 
Beuning, I only confider what he may do.** 
In fiiort, at the court of the proudeft monarch 
in the world, a fimple burgomafter concluded 
by his own authority a peace by which the king 
was obliged to reftore the Franche- ** 
Comte. The Dutch would have been ^^^^ ^ 
much better pleafcd that he had rcftored Flan- 
ders> by which they would have been freed 
from fo formidable a neighbour: but all Europe 
thought the king {hewed fufficient moderat]on» 
in parting with the Franche-Comt6. However, 
be was a greater gainer by keeping the towns 
in Flanders, as by this means he opened him- 
fclf a way into Holland, whofe deftruSion he 
meditate^ even while he appeared^ to ifiakc the^ 
greateft conceffons^ 
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CHAP. CLXXIV. 

Magnificence of Lewis XIV. Conquefl: of 
Holland. 

LEWIS XIV. being obliged to remain 
peaceable for fome time, continued, ai he 
bad begun, to regulate, fortify, and embcUifli 
his Jcingdom. His example £bewed, that an 
abfolute prince, who has good intentions, can 
compafs the greateft things without difiicultv. 
He had onlv to command ; and the fucceflcs 
in the adminifiration were no lefs rapid than 
his conquefts had been. It was a thing truly 
wonderful to fee the fea-pocts, which were in 
a manner defolate and in ruins, now furrounded 
with works which ferved at once for their or* 
nament and defence, full of ihinping and feameo, 
and containing upwards of fixty large veflels, 
which might occafionally be fitted for war. 
New colonies were every day failing from all 
. the ports in the kingdom » under the prote£tion 
. of the French flag, tor America, the £aft Indies, 
and the coaft of Barbary. At the fame time^ 
thoufands of hands were employed at home 
under the king's eye, in raifing immenfe edifices, 
and in all the arts which architcdure intro- 
duces ; while thofe of the more noble and inge- 
nious kind embellifhed the court and capital, 
and diffufed a degree of delight and fame over 
the kingdom, of which the preceding age had 
not even an idea. Literature flouriibed, and 
good tafte and (bund reafoning made their way 
into the fchools of error and l^rbariini. But a 

more 
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nore circumftantlal account of thefe things, 
which made the happinefs and glory of France, 
will be found in their proper place in this work : 
at prefent we muft confine ourfelves to general 
and military affairs. 

At this period Portugal exhibited a flrange 
fpe£lacle to the refl of Europe- Don Alphonfb,. 
the unworthy fon of the fortunate Don John 
of Braganza, reigned in that kingdom. He 
was a weak and hot-headed man. His wife>^ 
who was daughter to the duke of Nemours^ 
had conceived a pailion for his brother, Don 
Pedro, and bad the boldnefs to form a defigpt 
of dethroning her hu(band and marrying the: 
man (he loved. The brutilhnefs of her hufband/ 
in fome meafure judified this, bold attempt of, 
the queen's. Aiphonfo was of a more than^ 
common bodily ilrength; he had had a child: 
by a courtezan, whom he publickly acknow- 
ledged for his own: he had for a long time 
cohabited with the queen his wife, and yet, not- 
withilanding all this, (he accufed him of impo-i 
tency, and having by her dexterous manage^ 
ment acquired that authority in the. kingdom,., 
which her hufband had lofl by his mad frenzy i„ 
file fhut him up in a prtfon, and obtained a dif- 
penfation from the pope ta marry her brother*, 
in-law. It is not in the leaft furpcifmg that« 
the court of Rome (bould grant thefe aifpen- 
fations J but it is very extraordinary, that thofs 
who have the power in their own hands fhould. 
ftand ia need of them. This event, whicU,/ 
afFedtcd only the royal family, and caufcd nos 
revolution in the kingdom of Portugal, nor pro- 
duced any change in the affairs of Europe,^ 
B 6 mfrits^ 
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merits our attention only on account of its 
fingulartty. 

France foon afterwards gave afylum to a 
king who defcended from the throne in another 
manner : this was John Caftmir, king of Polandt 
who renewed the example of queen Chriftina. 
Tired by the fatigues of government, and de- 
firous to live happily, he pitched upon Paris 
for the place of his retreat, and retired to the 
abbey of St. Germain, of which he was abbot. 
Paris, which had for fome years pad been 
the abode of all the arts, aflfbrded a delightful 
refidence for a prince who fought the enjoy- 
ment of focial pleafures, and was a lover of 
learning. He had been a jefuit and a car- 
dinal, before he was king ; and now, equally 
difgufted with the regal and ecclefiaftical ftate, 
was only defirous of living as a private per- 
fon and a philofopher, and would never fuffer 
th^ title of ntajefty to be given him at Paris. 

But an affair of a more inteieftine nature 
took up the attention of all the Chriftian po- 
tent^ites. 

The Turks, who, though not fo formidable 
as under their Mahomets, their Selims, and 
their Solymans, were ftill dangerous, and ftreng- 
thened by our diviftons, had been laying fiege 
to the ifland of Candy for above two years^ 
with all the forces of the empire. We can 
hardly fay whether it was moft aftoniihing^ 
that the Venetians made fo long a defence, or 
that the princes of Europe (hould have aban- 
doned them. 

Times were greatly changed. Formerly, when 
Chriftendom was in a barbarous ftate, a pope, or 
even a inonk^ could fend forth millions of Chri- 

fiians 
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ffiflis to BMdce war upon the Mahometans in 
diek own empire: our doniaions were ftripped 
of men and monev, to make the conqueft of 
the wretched ana barren province of Judaea ; 
and now that the ifland of Candy, deemed 
the bulwark of Chriflendom, was over-run by 
fixty thoufand Turks; the Chriftian kings 
kwked on with indifference while it was loft. 
A few galltes fent by the Maltefe and the pope, 
were tint only fiiccours this republic received 
to defend itfelf againft the whole Ottoman em- 
pire. The fenate of Venice, with all its pru- 
^nce,.was ratable with fuch weak fuccours to 
withftand the grand vizir Kiuperli, who was 
an able minifter, a ftill more able general, and 
mafter of the Turkifli empire, aiEfted by a for* 
midable army, and even provided with good 
engineers. 

Lewis in vain attempted to fet the other 
princes of Europe an example in affifting Candy. 
The galleys and fhips of wsu- which he had newly 
built in the port of Toulon tranfported thither 
feven diottiand men, under the command of 
the duke of Beaufort: but this affiftance proved 
too weak in this dangerous conjundure, no 
Other court chuiing to imitate the generofity 
of France. 

A private French gentleman, named La FeuiK 
lade, did an adion on this occafion whicii had 
no example but in the old times of chivalry.. 
He carried near three hundred gentlemen over 
to Candy at his own expence, though he had 
but a moderate fortune. If any other nation 
bad affifted the Venetians in the fame propor- 
tion with La Feuillade, it is more than* pro- 
bable diat the ifland might have been faved. 

Thcfe 
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There fuccours, however, only ferved to retard 
its fall for fome day^, and* to fpill a great deal 
of blood tono purpofe. The duke of Beau* 
g. ^ fort was killed in afallyj and thectty, 

66^ reduced to a heap of aflies, was fus^ 
* ^ rendered to the grand vizir by ca» 
pitulation. 

At this fiege, the Turks had fbewedthem* 
felves fuperior even to the Chriftians, in the 
lenowledge of the military art. The largeft 
cannon which had hitherto been feen in Europe, 
were caft in theircamp.. They were the hrft 
who drew parallel linee in the trenches. It 
is from them that we learnt this cuftom ; 
but they were indebted for it themfelves to an 
Italian engineer; It is cerfain, that a victorious 
people, fuch as the Turks then were, .with their 
experience, courage, riches, and that unwearied 
perfeverance which then made their dtftinguifh- 
ing character,. mrtght have conquered Italy, and 
ndade themfelves mafters of Home in a very 
little time ; but the daftardly emperors they 
have fince had, their bad generals, and their 
faulty adminiftration, have preferved. Cbri- 
ftendom. 

The king, lit le affbiEied with tbefe diftant 
events, waited only for the ripening of his grand 
projeA, of conquering all the Netherlands, and 
beginning by Holland. The opportunity be* 
came every day more favourable. This little 
republic was miftrefs of the feas, but by land 
nothing could be more weak. In alliance with 
England- and Spain, and at peace with France, 
(he placed too much fecurity in treaties, and 
the advantages accruing from an immenfe trade : 
aurtd with a well difciplmed and invincible naval 

power. 
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power her bnd forces were as badly provided 
. and contempiible.. The cavaliy was compofed 
only of burghers, who never ftirred out of their 
houfes, and payed the dregs of the people to do 
duty in their ftead. The infantry was nearfy 
upon the (ame footing. Commiffions in the 
army, and even^tbe command of garrifon towns, 
were given to children, or the relations of bun- 
gomafiers, brought up in idlenefs and inexpe^ 
rience, who confidered their pofts in the fame 
light as priefts do their benefices. The pen- 
fionary, John de Witt, endeavoured to reform 
this abufe ; but he did not endeavour at it fuf- 
ficiently, and this was one of the great faults of 
this famous republican. 

In order to facilitate Lewis's icheme, it was 
pfevioufly neceflarv to detach England ft-om its 
adliance with the Dutch,, whofe ruin feemed in- 
evitably to follow, upon their beipg deprived of 
this fupport. The king found no difficult mat- 
ter to perfuade Charles XL to concur in his 
defigns. This monarch indeed was not much 
affe^ed with the difgrace thrown upon his 
jxign and the Engliih nation, when his (hips 
were burnt even in the river Thames by the 
Dutch fleet. He entertained no thoughts of re- 
venge or conqueft. He was defirous of enjoy- 
ing a life of pleafure, and reigning as much as 
poffible without controul. This was his weak 
fide : accordingly Lewis, who had only to fpeak 
the word, and be fupplied with what money 
be bad occafion for, promifed Charles a very 
confiderable fum, who was not able to raife 
any himfelf without the concurrence of his 
parliament. This fecret alliance be- ^ 
tween the two kings was known to no ' ?^ 

one 
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one in France but Madame, fifter to Gbtrles 
II. and wife to Monfieur* the king's bxotb«r, 
to Louvois, and Turenne. 

A young princefs then, who was only twetitjF* 
five years of age, was the plenipotentiartr pitched 
upon to put the finiihing hand to this treaty 
with Charles. A vifit which the kinff wm to 
make to his new conquefts of Dunkirk and 
Lifle ferved as a pretence for Madame's journey 
over to England. The pomp and gnwioetir of 
the ancient kings of Afia were nothing in com- 
parifon with the magnificence of this excurfion. 
The king was always preceded or followed by 
thirty thoufand men, while on the road, fome 
of whom were deftined to reinforce the garri* 
fons of the conquered countries, others to work 
at the fortifications, and the reft to level the 
roads. His majefty was likewife accompanied 
by the queen his confort, all the princeiTes of the 
blood, and the moft beautiful ladies of his coarr^ 
amongft whom Madame (hone with a fuperior 
luftre, and fecretly enjoyed the glory and fatif- 
fzAion of all this parade, which was wholly on 
her account. It was one continual feaft trom 
St. Germain to Lifle. 

The king, willing to gain the hearts of bia 
new fubjeds, and to dazzle the eyes of the 
neighbouring ftates, diftributed his liberalities 
wherever he came, to a degree of profuiion. 
The moft magnificent prefents were lavifhed 
upon every one who had the leaft pretext for 
fpeaking to him. The princefs Henrietta em- 
larked at Calais to pay a viAc to her brother^ 
who was already come as far as Canterbury to 
receive her. Charles, blinded by the love he 
bore his fifter, and the great fums promifed him 

from 
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Iran France, figned every thing that Lewis 
XIV> defired) and laid a foundation for the 
ruin of Holland, in the midft of feaftings and 
diverfions. 

Tlie lo(s of Madame *, who died in a fudden 
and fliocking manner, immediately upon her 
return from England, and drew great fufpicions 
upon the duke of Orleans her hufband, made 
no alteration in what had been refolved upon 
between the two kings. The fpoik of the re- 
public they had devoted to deftrudion, were 
already ihared by the fecret treaty between them, 
in the fame manner as Flanders had been ihared 
bet veen the Dutch and the French in 1635* 
Thus ftates frequently change their views, 
their alliances, and their enmities, and are not 
unfrequently difappointed, in all their pro- 
jcEts. The rumour of this approaching ex- 
pedition began to . (pread abroad, but Europe 
liftened to it without being ftirred. The em- 
peror, taken up with, feditions in Hungary, 
the Swede lulled afleep by negociations, and 
the Spanifli monarchy ftill weak and ever irre- 
iblute and flow in its determinations^ left Lewis 
XIV. to follow the career of bis ambition un* 
interrupted^ 

To complete its misfortune, Holland was at 
that time divided into two fa^ions, the one 



* The datdwrs of •OricaM, iminediiilclf aAer ber retam 
to France, was, in ^confequeoce of drinking a glafs of (jic- 
cory water^ by ber phyfician^s direAion, feized with rack- 
ing pains in the bowels, of wbich flie died. She was fup- 
poTcd to have fallen a facri6ce to the jealoufy of her hof- 
bandy who reemed to take nmbrage at the intimacy of 
friendship that fobfifted between ber and bU brother 
Uwjs XIV. 

- I com- 
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compofedof rigid republicans, to whom the leaft 
fhadow of abfolute authority feemed a monfter 
contrary to the laws of human fociety : the 
other of republicans of a more moderate dif- 
pofition, who were defirous of invefting the 
young prince of Orange, afterwards the famous 
William III. with the pods and dignities of his 
anceftors. The grand penfionary J^hn de Wit, 
and his brother Cornelius, were at the head of 
the rigid fticlclers for liberty ;. but the young, 
prince's party began to gain ground. The re- 
public was more attentive to its domeftic dif- 
lentions, than to the danger which threatened it 
from without, and thus contributed to its own 
ruin. 

Lewis notonlypurchafed the kmff of England;, 
but he likewife Drought over the elector of Co* 
Ibene, and the famous Van Galen, bilbop of 
Munfter, who was greedy of. war and' plunder, 
and was naturally an enemy to the Dutch. 
Lewis had formerly affifted them againft the bi- 
fhop, and now joined with him for their de* 
ftru^lon. The Swedes, wiio had joined with 
the republic in 1668, to check the progrefs of a 
conqueror who had then no defigns againft them, 
abandoned her as foon as they faw ncr threat- 
ened with ruin,, and renewed their old connec- 
tions with France, on condition of receiving 
die former fubfidies. 

It is fomewhat Angular and worthy of re- 
mark, that of all the enemies who were about 
to fall upon this petty ftate, there was not one 
that could alledge a lawful pretext for entering 
into the war. This was much fuch an under- 
taking as the league between Lewis XIL the 
emperor ^faaumiliaa and the king of Spifn, 

who. 
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yrho entered into a covenant to deftroy the re- 
public of Venice, only for being rich and 
haughty* 

The ftates'general in the utmoft confter- 
nation wrote to the king, befeeching him in the 
hambleft manner to let them kno^ if the g/eat 
prqKirations he was making were really deinned 
agaittft them, his ancient friends and faithful 
allies ? How they had offended him, or what 
fatisfaAion he required? To thefe remonftrances 
he returned for anfwer, ** That he fhould em- 
ploy bis troops in fuch manner as became his 
dignity, for which he (hould be accountable to 
no one/' All the reafons his minifters could 
give were, that the writer of the Dutch Gazette 
had been too infolent, and that Van Beuning 
was (aid to have caufed a medal to be ftruck, re- 
fleding upon the honour of Lewis XIV* Van 
Beuningfs Chriflian name was Joihua. A tafte 
for devices prevailed at that time in France* 
Lewis XIV* had taken a fun for his, with this, 
legend : Necpluribus impar/* flow it was pre-. 
tended that Van Beuning, in the medal in 
queftion, which however never had exiftendr,, 
was reprefented with a fun, and thefe words for 
the motto : In confpeSfu nuo Jletit fol : ^^ Atfieht 
of me the fun ftood ftill V It is certain, that 
the ftates-general had ordered a medal io^ be 

ftrucky 

* It IS ceruin that a medal was afcerwardi ftruck in 
Holbnd, which was ftt|>po{ed to be that of Van Beoiii- 
ln%, bat it had no date, on which there is the reprefen- 
tation of a battle, with the meridian fan darting its rays. 
down apon the combatanu, with this legend i Stetit fit in 
medio cfitli. This medal, which was the work of fome4>ri- 
vate fvrioiM, was not ftmck tiU after the battle ^f Hocbft(t» 

or 



ao TheAGEot 

firuck, eypreffing all the glorious deeds of 
the republic in the following legend : Af" 
fertis le^ibusj imendatis Jacris^ adjutis defen^ 
ftSy C9nciliath ngibus^ *Otn£cata marium (iber- 
tatij Jiabiiita erbis Eurota quieti ; ^^ The laws 
aflerted, religion amended^ princes fuccoured, 
defended, and reconciled ; the freedom of the 
ocean vindicated, and peace reftored to £u* 
rope." 

In all this they boafted of nothing more than 
they had done, and yet they ordered .the mould 
of this medal to be broke, in order to appeafe 
Lewises anger. 

The king of England on his fide pfetended 
that their fleet denied the honours due to the 
Engliih fla|;, by refufing to lower their topfails 
to an Englifli plearure-m>at, and complained of 
a certain pidure in which Cornelius de Wit, 
the penfionary's brother, was painted with the 
enfigns of a conqueror. On the back-ground 
the painter had exhibited a reprefentation of 
fliips on fire* The truth is, that Cornelius de 
Wit, who bore a confiderable Ihare in the ma* 
ritime exploits a^ainft England, bad indulged 
himfdif in this trifling monument of his fame ; 
but the picture itfelf was in a manner unknown, 
and hung in a room where hardly any one ever 
entered . The Englilh minifters, who bad tranf- 
mitted their mailer's pretended grievances in 

or Blenb«iiii» In 1709, and reUtet to tbsfo two vtKos wh&di 
were banded about at tbat tbne : 

Mtr in tgNgic mptr ttrumiiiu Jtfm 
CU mm n t, /W/« GMJUttp fflfttjkiit. 

Now, Van Bfiioio|*s CbriftiaA. nams was Conffid, sad 
»ot JoOiua, 

writing 
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writing to the ftates-general, made mention of 
ceruin *' Abufive Piihirci." Now the Dutch, 
who always tranflate the memorials of foreign 
minifters into French, had rendered the term 
" Abufive,'* by the French word fautifsj trom-^ 
piursj falfe or lying pictures s upon which they 
returned for anfwer, that they did not koow 
what was meant by lying pi£fures \ in fliort, they 
never once conceived, that it related to this 
portrait of their fellow-citizen, nor could they 
imagine this to be a pretext for the war. 

All that the efforts of ambition and human 
forefight could devife for the deftrudion of a 
nation, was put in praSice by Lewis XIV. 
The hiftory of mankind hardly furnifhes us 
with an inftance of fuch formidaole preparations 
being made for fo fmall an expedition. Of all 
the different conquerors that have invaded a 
part of the world, not one ever began the ca* 
reer of conqueft with (o many regular troops, 
and fo much money, as Lewis employed in fub- 
duine the petty flate of the United Provinces. 
No Tefs than fifty millions, which were worth 
ninety*feven millions of oqr prefent currency, 
were expended in thefe pompous preparations. 
Thirty mtti of war, of fifty guns each, joined 
the Englifli fleet, confifting of an hundred faiU 
The king, accompanied by his brother the duke 
of Orleans, marphed at the head of one hun- 
dred and twelve thoufand men towards Maef« 
tricht and Charleroi, on the frontiers of Spa* 
nifli Flanders and Holland. The bi(hop of 
Munfter and the eledor of Cologne had about 
twenty thoufand more* The prmce of Cond^ 
and the marihal Turenne were the head-gene- 
rals of the king's anxiy^ and tfeie duke of Lux- 

. embourg 
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embourgcommanded under them. Vauban had 
the dirc(5lion of the fie^es. Louvois was pre* 
fetit in all places, with his cuftomary vigilance. 
Never was there To ma^niftcent an army, and 
at the fame time fo well di(ciplined ; but the 
king'« houihold troops, which were newly re- 
formed, made a moft glorious fpedacle. They 
confifted of four companies of gardes du corps^ 
•or body-guards, each company compofed of 
three hundred gentlemen, among whom there 
were a conflderable number of young cadets^ 
who fervcd without pay, but were equally fub- 
jed to ftridl military difcipline with the reft; 
two hundred gendarmes of the guard, two hun- 
dred light-horfe, five hundred muflceteers, three 
hundred chofen gentlemen remarkable for their 
youth and handibme appearance, twelve com- 
panies of gendarmerie, nnce augmented to the 
number of fixteen \ even the hundred Sivifs re* 
giment accompanied the kine on this occafton, 
and the royal regiment of rrench and Swifs 
guards mounted before the houfe where he took 
up bis refidence, or at the door of his tent. 
1 heie troops, the greater part of whotn were 
covered with gold and ftlver, were at once the 
obje£t of terror and admiration to a people who 
were ftrangers to all kind of magnificence \ and 
the exaA diicipline which was kept up in this 
army, made it appear in a diflferent light to any 
that had yet been fcen. There were at that 
time no infpeAors of the horfe and foot, as 
there has fince been; but thefe offices were per- 
formed by two men who were Angular in their 
way* Martinet* put the infantry upon the 

• Hfftcf iM ftrlO tfifcipUaarUas have bt«a dUUngnUhcd 
b| Um mmm o( Martintis. 
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footing of difclpline in which we now fee it^ 
and the chevalieY de Fourilles did the fame by 
the cavalry. Martinet had, a year before, in- 
troduced the ufe of the bayonet among fome of 
the regiments : before him it had never been 
made ufe of in a conflant or uniform manner. 
This laft effort of what perhaps is the moft ter- 
rible of the whole military art, was already 
known, but had been little pra&ifed, becaufc 
ipears were ftill much in ufe. This fame offi- 
cer like wife invented copper boats for bridges^ 
which might eafily be tranfported in waggons, 
or on horfeback. The king, fecure of fuccefs 
and glory from all thefe adviantages, carried 
along with him an hiftorian to write his con- 
quefts. This was Peliffon, of whom mention 
will be made in the article of polite arts, a per- 
fon whofe talent lay more in good writing than 
avoiding flattery. 

Againft the great Conde, Turenne, Luxem- 
'bourg, Vauban, an army of one hundrec} and 
thirty thoufand men, an Incredible train of ar- 
tillery, and immenfe fums of money, to brrbe 
the ndelity of thoTe who commanded garrifon- 
towns, what had the republic of Holland to op- 
pofe ? A young prince of a weak conftitution, 
who had never feen a battle or a fiege,^and 
about twenty- five thoufand bad foldiers, which 
were all the ftrength of the country. William, 
prince of Orange, who was about twenty-two. 
years old, had lately been elefted captain-gene* 
ral of the land-forces, in fpite of the oppofition 
of John de Witt, who could no longer with- 
ftand the wifhes of the nation. This prince, 
under the Dutch phlegm, concealed an ardent 
ambition and love of glory, which ever after- 
wards 
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wards manifefted itrdf in its conduA, without 
ever appearing in his difcourfe. He waa of a 
cold and four difpofition, but of an adive and 
penetrating genius. His courage, which never 
abandoned him, fupported his feeble and lan- 
guid body under fatigues which feemed above 
his ftrength. He was valiant without oftenU- 
tion, ambitious Without bein^ fond oF vain 
glorv, and endowed by nature with a phlegmatic 
obftmacy, formed for combating adverfity. He 
delighted in war and politics, and was equally 
a ftranger to the joys of fociety, or the pleafures 
attendjint upon greatnefs ; in a word, he waa 
in almoft every refpe£t the dirtSt oppoiite to 
Lewis XIV. 

He was unable at firft to make head againft 
the torrent which overflowed his country ; his 
forces were but inconfiderable, and even his au* 
thority was greatly limited by the ftates. The 
whole power of France was readv to fall upon 
a republic which had nothing to defend it. The 
imprudent duke of Lorraine, who endeavoured 
to raife troops in order to join his fortune with 
that of the republic, had iuft beheld his country 
feized upon by the French troops, with as mucn 
facility as they can feize upon Avignon on any 
quarrel with the papal fee. 

In the mean time the king caufed his armies 
to advance on the fide of the Rhine, into thofe 
countries which border upon Holland, Colosne, 
and Flanders. He ordered money to be dirhi* 
buted among the inhabitants of all the villages 
which were likely to fuiFer from the march of 
his troops through them. If a private gentle* 
man made the leaft complaint to him, he was 
lure of being dibaiSki with a prefent. An en^^ 
S voy 
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Toy being fent from the governor of (heNethen- 
lands to make a reprefentation of fome diforden 
committed by the foldiers, the king with his 
own hand prefented him with his pidure, richljr 
fet in diamonds, and valued at upwards <^ 
twelve thoufand franks. This behaviour at- 
tracted the admiration of the people, and made 
them ftand more in awe of his power. 

The king was at the head of his houfhold, 
and a body of his choiceft troops, in all amount- 
ing to thirty thoufand men. Turennc had the 
command under him. The prince of Conde 
was likewife at the head of as ftrong an army. 
The other corps, commanded alternately by 
Luxembourg and Chamilli, formed occafionally 
feparate armies, which could all join one ano* 
ther in cafe of necefEty. 

The campaign was opened by the ficge of 
four towns at once, Rhinberg, Urfoi, Wefel, 
and Burick -, names which merit a place in this 
hiftory only on account of the event. Thefe 
were all taken almoft as foon as they were in-< 
vefted ; Rhinberg, which the king thought pro- 
per to befiege in perfon, did not ftand a fmgle 
attack ; and, ia order to make more furc of its 
redu<aion, means had be^n found to corrupt 
the lieutenant of the ^arrifon, one Dofleri, an 
Irilhrnan, who, after having been bafe enough 
to fell his truft, was fo imprudent as to retire to 
Maeftricht, where the prince of Orange puniflied 
his treachery v/ith death. 

All the ftrong holds upon the Iffel capitulat- 
ed. Some of the garrifons fent the keys of their 
town as foon as they perceived two or three 
fquadrons of the French appear in fight. Seve- 
ral officers fled from the towns where they were 

Vol. VII. C in 
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in garrlibn, even before the enemy had entered 
their territories : in (hort, the confternation 
was general. The prince of Orange had not 
a fuflicient force to take the field. All Holland 
prepared to fubmit to the yoke as foon as the 
king ihould crofs the Rhine. The prince of 
Orange caufed lines to be drawn with the ut* 
mod hafte on the other fide the river; and even 
after he had done this, he was fenfible how im- 
poffible it was for him to defend them. No- 
thing now remained but to difcover,. if poffible* 
in what part the French intended to throw over 
a bridge, in order to oppofe their paflaee. In 
fzAj it was the king's intention to pafs the river 
on a bridge of thofe little copper boats, invent* 
ed by Martinet. At that time the prince of 
Conde had received information from fome of 
the country-people, that the drynefs of the fea* 
fon had formed a ford on a branch of the Rhin^, 
near an old cadle, which ferved as an offioe for 
the toll-gatherers, and was called Toll Huis^ 
or the Toll'houfe. I'he king ordered this ford 
to be founded. According to Peliflon, who 
^as an eye-witnefs of the whole, there was not 
above forty or fifty paces »to fwim over in the 
midft of this arm of the river. This was in 
fa^ nothing, for a number of horfes a-breaft 
entirely broke the current of the water, which 
was of itfelf very weak. The landing on the 
oppofite fide was very eafy, as it was defendedl 
only by four or five hundred horfemen, and two 
weak regiments of foot, without any cannon. 
The French artillery played upon thofe in flankj 
while the hou(hold troops, and fome of the beft 
of the cavalry, crofled the river without any 
Jiaxardi to the number of fifteen tboufiuid men. 

The 
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The printe of Cond6 croiTed at the fame tune 
in one of the. copper boats. Some few Dutch 
officers, who at firft made a fliew of advancing 
into the water in order to oppofe their landing, 
took to their heels the inftantthe French troops 
drew near to the (hore, uoahle to ftand before 
the multitude which C3me pouring on them. 
The foot immediately laid down their arms, 
and called for quarter. This paflage was ef- 
fe<Sled with the lofs of only a few drunken 
horfemen, who had fwam out pf their j 
depth; and there would not have ^^^ l^^ 
been a finglelifq ioft that day, had it ^^ 
not been for the imprudence of the young duke 
of Longueville, who being, .as it is faid, over- 
heated with wine, fired his piftol at fome of 
the enemy's people, who had laid down their 
arms and were begging their lives, cryineout, 
*' Give the fcoundrels no quarter ;" and draw- 
ing his trigger, fhot an officer dead. Upon 
this the Dutch infantry, in a fit of defpair, in- 
ftantly (lew to their arms and made a general 
difcharge, by which the duke of Longueville 
himfelf was killed, A captain of their horfe, 
pamed OfTembrouk, who had not fled with the 
reft, rode up to the prince of Conde, who was 
juft got on Chore, ^nd going to mount his horfe, 
and pointed his piftol at his head. The prince, 
by a fudden motion of his body, turned afide 
the piece, and received only a wound in his 
wrift, which was the firft wound he had ever 
received in all his campaigns. The French 
immediately fell upon this fmall body fword in 
hand, who began to fly on all fides. In the 
mean time the king crofled the river with the 
areii; of the army, on a bridge of boats. 

C a Such. 
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Such was the paflkge of the Rhine ; an adioA 
which made a great noife, was (ingular in its 
kind, and was celebrated at that time as one of 
thofe great events which ou^ht to occupy the 
memory of manltind. The air of ^reatnefs with 
which the king performed all his anions, the rapid 
iuccefs of his viAories, the glory of his reignf 
the adulation of his courtiers, and, laftly, the 
fondnefs which the common people, efpecially 
thofe of Paris, have in general for every thing 
that appears extraordinary, or elfe that igno* 
ranee of military operations, which prevails 
among thofe who pafs a life of idlenefs in great 
cities, made this paflage of the Rhine be looked 
upon as a prodigy. It was the common opinion, 
that the whole army had fwam acrofs the river in 
prefence of the enemy, entrenched on the oppo* 
iite tide, and in defiance of the fire from an im- 
pregnable fortrefs, called the Toll- houfe. It is a 
certain truth, that the enemy themfelves were 
greatly impofcd upon in this affair, and that if 
they had had a bod v of good troops on the other 
iiJe of the river, tne attempt would have been 
extremely dangerous. 

As foon as the French army bad pafled the 
Rhine, it took Doeibourg, Zutphen, Arnheim, 
Nofcmbourg, Nimeguen, Skenk^ Bommeli 
Crevecceur, ice. and there wa« hardly an hour 
in the day in which the king did not receive the 
news of fome fre(h conquefl. An officer, bv 
name Mazel, fent monficur de Turenne woro, 
*< That if he would fend him fifty horfe, be 
would engage to make himfelf mailer of two or 
three places/* 

The inhabitants of Utrecht fent the keys of 
their city to the conqueror, and it capitulated^ 
together with the whole province which bears 
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its name. Lewis made his entry into r ,«- «/* 
. r . . 1 ' . J June 20* 

this city m triumph, accompanied ,5-2 

(>y his high-almoner, his confeflbr, ' 

and the titular biihop of Utrecht. The high 

church was with great folemnity delivered up to 

the catholics ; and the biihop of Utrecht, who 

had hitherto only held the empty title, was now 

for a little time put in poileffion of the real 

dignity. 

The provinces of Utrecht, Overyffel, and 

GueUres> were aSually reduced, and Amfter* 

dam only waited the hour of its flavery or de- 

ffru£lion. The Jews who arc fettled there 

made intereft with Gourville, the prince of 

Conde's confident^ and chief manager of his 

affairs,, to acceptjof two millions of florins, to 

iave them from being plundered. 

Naerden^ which is in the neighbourhood of 

Amfterdam,. was already taken. Four horfe- 

men, who were on a marauding partv, advanced 

to the very gates of Muyden, which is not 

above a mile from Amilerdam, and where are 

the fluices by which the country may be laid 

under water. The magiftrates, ftru£k with a panic 

at the fight of thefe four foldiers, came out and 

offered them the keys of the town ; but at 

length perceiving that no other troops came up, 

they took back the keys and fhut the gates 

again*.. A moment's more diligence would 

have put Amfferdam into the king's hands* 

This capital once taken,, not only the republic 

itfelf muft have fallen, but there would no Ion 

• The caille or citadel of Muyden was preferved by a 
ftmafe^rvanty who raifed up the draw-bridge, and fo pre- 
mnoed the. French ftraf^Iers from taking poOeflion. 

C5 ger 



'30 ThiAGEof 

ger have been fuch a republic as Holland, and 
iivcn the countrv itfelf wouW have been arThihi- 
lated* Some o/the richcft familtes^ and thofe 
Ivho Were moft zealous lovers of liberty, were 
preparing to fly to the extremity of the globe, 
and embark for Ratavi^. There was aAually a 
lift made out of the (hipping fit for undertaking 
this voyage, and a calculation of the numbers 
they would carry *, when it was found, that fifty 
thoufand families might be thustranfported into 
their new country. Holland then would have 
cxided only in the farther end of the Eaft In- 
dies : its provinces in Europe, who purchafe 
their coi-n Wholly wiih the riches they import 
from Afia, who fubfift wholly upon their com* 
mcrce, and their liberty, if I may ufe that ex* 
prefliony would have been atmoft in an inftanc 
depopulated and ruined. Amfterdam, theftaple 
niul warehoufe of Europe, where three hun- 
dred thoufand fouls are daily employed iti cul- 
tivaiing arts and trade, would have become one 
va(t marfli. All the lands round about require 
an immenfc expence, and thoufands of men to 
nth their dvlces : thofe would, in all probability, 
have been (tripped at once of their inhabitants 
and riches^ and at length buried under water, 
'l^he diftrcflcs of the ftatc were ftill farther 
encreafcd by the diviflons which commonly 
ari(6 among unfortunate people, who impute to 
each other the public calamities. The grand 
petjfionary, John de Wit, thought there was 
no other way left to fave what remained of his 
wrctrhed country, but by fuing to the vi£lora 
for pracc. Full of a republican fpirit, and jesK 
Uxm of his pcifonnl authority, be dreaded the 
a{;i>raadlxemcat of the boufc of Orange ftill 

more 
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more than the conquefts of the French king ; 
on this account he had obliged the prince of 
Orange hiilirclf to fwear to the obfervance of a 
perpetual edi£V, by which he, the prince, was 
excluded from the ftadtholderfliip. Honour, 
authority, party- fpirit, and intereft, all con- 
curred to make dc Wit a ftrenuous afl'erter of 
this oath ; and he chofe rather to fee his coun- 
try fubdued by a victorious king, than under 
fubjedion to a ftadtholder. 

The prince of Orange, on his fide, who had 
more ambition than dc Wit, was as much at- 
tached to his country, more patient under pub- 
lic calamities, and expeding every thing from 
time and his own unfeaken conftancy, tried all 
means to obtain the ftadtholderfhip, and op- 
pofed a peace with as much vehemence as de 
Wit promoted it. The ftates, however, came 
to a refolution to fue for peace in fpite of the 
prince, but the prince was raifed to the ftadt- 
holderfliip in fpite of de Wit. 

Four deputies arrived in the king's , 
camp, to implore mercy in the name of ^ 7 
a republic, who fix months before looked upon 
itfelf as the arbiter of kings. Lewis's minifters 
did not receive the deputies with that French 
politenefs, which blende the mildnefs of civility 
with the feverity of government. Louvois, 
who was of an haughty and arrogant difpofi- 
tion, and feemed better fuited to ferve his maf- 
ter well than to make him beloved, received 
the fuppliants in a difdainful manner, and even 
with infulting raillery. They were obliged to 
go backwards and forwards feveral times, be- 
fore the king would deign to make his will 
known to them. At length they were told, 
C 4 that 
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that his majefty expe£ted the ftates-general 
ibould give up all the places they were ia 
pofleilion of on the other fide of the Rhine» 
with Nimeguen, and feveral other towns and 
forts in the heart of their country ; that they 
ibould pay him twenty millions of livres ; that 
the French ihould be matters of tranfporting 
merchandize on all the principal roads in Hoi* 
land, both by land and water, without ever 
paying any duty ; that the Roman -catholic re- 
ligion ibould be every where eftabliflied ; that 
the republic (hould fend an extraordinary em- 
hsiffy to the French court every year, together 
with a golden medal, on which (hould be en- 
graved a leeend, importing, that they held their 
freedom of Lewis aIV. laftly, that they ihould 
make fatisfa£lion to the king of England, the 
elector of Cologne, and the biihop of Muniler» 
who had joined in the defolation of their coun- 
Vy. 

A peace on thefe conditions, which wer» 
little better than articles of flavery, appeared 
infupportable ; the haughtinefs of the conqueror 
infpired the vanquifhed with a defperate cou- 
rage, and it was unanimoufly refolved to die 
fighting. The hearts and hopes of every one 
were now fixed upon the prince of Orange* 
The populace grew furious againft the grand 
penfionary, who bad afked for peace* The 
prince by his politics, and his party by their 
animofity,, increafed the ferment. An attempt 
was made upon the grand penfionary's life ; and 
afterwards his brother Cornelius was accufed o£ 
a defign to murder the prince, and was put to 
the rack. In the midft of his tortures he re- 
peated the beginning of this ode of Horace, 

ytf/lum 
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Jujium (^ tenacempropefiti vlrunij which pcrfed- 
ly well fuited with his condition and courage^and 
which may be thus tranflated, for the fake of 
tfaofe who do not underftand Latin : 

The man in confcious virtue bold. 
Who dares his iecret purpofe hold, 
Unfhaken hears the croiui's tumult'ous 
cries. 
And the impetuous tyrant*s angry brow defies. 

Let the loud winds that rule the feat 

Tempeft'ous their wild horrors raife; 

Let Jove's dread arm with thunders rend 

the fpheres ; 

Beneath the crufh of worlds, undaunted he a{v 

pears. 

At length the two brothers were a 
maflacred at the Hague, by the mad "5* ^ ' 
multitude, after one of them had go- 
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verned the ftate, for upwards of nineteen years, 
with the moff unfpotted integrity, and the other 
had defended it at the hazard of his Iife« Tlie 
moft (hocking cruelties which could enter into 
the imagination of a furious populace, were 
exercifed upon their dead bodies. Thefe barba- 
rities are common in all nations, the French 
themfelves had exercifed them upon the marfhal 
d'Ancre, admiral Coligni, &c. for the popu- 
lace is almoft every where the fame. - They i 
wreaked their revenge upon all the penfionary's 
friends ; even de Ruyter himfelf,. the republic*s 
admiral, and who was the only one who fought 
her battles with fuccefs, had his houfe furround- 
ed by aflaffins at Amfterdaa>. 

In the midft of thefe diforder^ and defola- 
tions, the magiftrates gave an example of inte- 

C 5 v^'^y 
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gritjr rarely found in republics. Thofc pri- 
vate perfons who were poiHefled of bank-notes» 
ran in crouds to the bank of Amfterdam, ap- 
prehending chat the public ftock had been bro« 
ken in upon : every one was for being paid 
with the little money fuppofed to be left. The 
magift rates immediately ordered the vaults to 
be opened where this treafure is kept, when it 
was found entire^ a) it had been depofited there, 
for upwards of fixty years. The money was 
ilill black and diiicoloured, with the fire which 
had burnt down the town-houfe feveral years 
before. The bank-notes had been negociated 
•till that time, anil the money had nev^r been 
touched ; every one was then paid with this 
money, that chofe to receive it, in lieu of their 
notes. So much integrity, and fo powerful a 
refource, was at that time the more admirable, 
as Charles II. of England, not fatisfied with 
the money he had received from France, and 
wanting a farther fupply to carry on his war 
' asainft the Dutch, and anfwer the expence of 
his picafurest had lately turned bankrupt. If 
it was (hameful in this monarch thus to violate 
public faith, it was no Icfs glorious in the ma- 
gifirates of Amderdam to pre(«rve it, at a time 
when they might have had a plaufible excuTe 
for a failure. 

To this republican virtue they added that 
Courageous fpirit, which has recourfe to the ut- 
moft extremities in irremediable evils. They 
ordered the dykes which keep out the fea to be 
thrown down. The country- feats, which are 
in prodigious numbers about Amfterdam, the 
villa^'s, andt' e neighbouring cities of Leyden 
and Utlhy were in an inftant laid under water. 

The 
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The peafant beheld his flocks drowned in the 
paftures, without once murmuring. Amder- 
dam ftood like a vaft fortrefs in the midfl of the 
waves, encircled by Ihips of war, which had 
water enough to ride all round the city. The 
people fuflFered great want ; they were in parti* 
cular diftrefled for frefli water, which fold for 
fix fous the pint ; bift thefe extremities feemed 
lefs grievous than flavery. It is a thing wor- 
thy of obfervation, that Holland, thus diftrefled 
by land, and no longer a ftate, flill retained its 
power at fea, which was this nation's true eler 
ment. 

While Lewis XIV. was croflin^the Rhine, 
and reducing thefe provinces, the Dutch admi* 
ral, de Ruyter, with an hundred fail of men of 
war and fifty fire-fhips, (ailed for the Englifli 
coaft in queft of the combined fleets of the two 
fovereigns, who, notwithftanding they had 
united Iheir forces by fea, were not able to fit 
out a naval armament fuperior to that of the 
Dutch. The Englifh and Dutch fought like 
people accuftomed to difpute the empire of the 
fea with each other. This battle, which j 
was fought near Solebay,lafled a whole c^I* 
day. Ruytcr, who made the fignal ' 
for beginning the engagement, attacked the 
Englifh admiraPs (hip, in which was the duke 
of Yorlc, the king's brother. De Ruyter gain- 
ed all the glory o( this fingle combat*; the 
duke of York was obliged to go on board ano« 

I 

* There could be no glory loft on either fide i for the 
duke did not qait his (hip until (he was difabled^ and de 
Ruytcr declared that this was the moft obftinate of two and 
thirty anions, in which he had been engaged. 

C 6 thcr 
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ther (hip, and never faced the Dutch admiral 
afterwards. The French fquadron, confifting 
of thirty ihips, had little ihare in this adion i 
and fo deciuve was the fortune of this day, that 
it put the coaft of Holland out of daneer. 

After this battle de Ruyter, notwiSiftanding 
the fears and contradi£lions of his countrymen^ 
conveyed the fleet from the Eaft Indies fafe into 
the Texel ; thus defendinc; and enriching his 
country on one fide, while {he was falling, 
overwhelmed with ruin, on the othen The 
' Dutch even kept up their traded and no colours 
but theirs were to be feen in the Indian leas* 
One day the French conful telling the king of 
Perfia, that his mafter, Lewis AlV. had con- 
quered almoft all Holland $ *' How can that be, 
(replied the monarch) when there is now in the 
port of Ormus twenty Dutch (hips for one 
French ?*' 

The prince of Orange, however, had the am* 
bition of bein^ a good citizen. He made an 
ofier to the ffate of the revenues of his pofts, 
and of all his private fortune, towards the fup- 
port of the common caufe. He overflowed all 
the pafles by which the French could penetrate 
into the reft of the country. By his prompt 
and fecret negociations he raifed the emperor^ 
the empire, the Spanifti council, and the go- 
vernment of Flanders, from their lethargy : he 
even difpofed the Englifli court to liften to 
peace. In a word, L^is had entered Holland 
only^'in May, and bv the month of July all 
Europe was in confrueracv againft him. 

Monterey, governor of Handers, fent a few 
regiments privately to the afliftance of the Unit- 
ed Provinces. Tiie emperor Leopold's council 

likewife 
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likewUe difpatched Montecuculi, at the head 
of twenty thoufand men ; and the eledor of 
Brandenbourg took the field with twenty-five 
thoufand troops, whom he kept in his own 
pay. 

The king now quitted his army, as t , 
there were no more conqjueds to be j^^^ 
made in a country that was overflowed. ' 
It was even become difficult to keep the pro«> 
vinces which had been conquered. Lewis, 
defirous to fecure the glory he had acauired, 
contented himfelf with having taken iuch a 
number of towns in the fpace of two months ; 
and leaving Turenne and Luxembourg tofinifh 
the war, he returned to St. Germaihs about the 
middle of the fummer, to enjoy his triumphs.. 
But while his fubje£b were every where ere£h- 
ing monuments of his conquefts, the powers of 
Europe were at work to ihatch them out of hii 
bands.. 

CHAP. CLXXV. 

Holland evacuated. The FnANCHzCoffXTE 
conquered a fecond Time. 

WE think it neceflary to advertiie thofe 
who may read this work, that they are 
to remember it is not a bare relation of cam- 
paigns^ but rather an hiftory of the manners of 
mankind. There are already a fufficient num- 
ber of books filled with the minute particuliars 
of military a£lions, and details of human rage 
and mifery. The.defign of this, eflay iis to de- 

fcribe 
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fcrlbe the principal charaAers of tbefe revolt 
tions, and to remove the multitude of trifliiii 
fa£h, in order to fet to view thofe only whicl 
are confidcrable, and (if it is poffible) the fpiric 
by which thejr were a^uated. 

France was at that time in the zenith of 
her glory. The namci of her generals im- 
prefled veneration. Her minifters were rqgarded 
as gcniufes fupcrior to the counfellors of other 
princes i and Lewis XIV. fecmed almoft the 
only king in Europe. As to the emperor Le- 
'opotdi he never appeared with his armies* 
Charles II. Icin^ of Spain, fon to Philip IV. 
was as yet a child i and the' king of England 
ihewed no adtivity but in the purfuit of his 
plcafurcs. 

The princes of Europe and their miniftert 
were all guilty of great blunders. Enj>1and aAed 
againft the common pirnciples of re^fon in 
joining with France to aggrandize a power 
which it was her intcrcft to weaken. 

The empcrof, the empire, and the king of 
Spain's ccMncil, committed (till a greater error 
jn not op()ornig thiH t<iricnc in the beginnings 
and even Lewis himielf w.i5 as blameable as 
any of them, for not ra^iiDy purfuing con* 
qucds which were f<> rafily made. Conde and 
^'urcnne wcte fordemoliming th^* greateft part 
of the fortiftcd places taken from the Dutch, 
alh'dging, that Aatcs were noi to be taken by 
gan lions Vut hy armies ; ami that, keeping one 
or two llroiig holds only for a retreat, they 
ou(*ht to pri><.ccd i i mediately to complete the 
cunqucd of the whole country. Louvois, on 
the contrary, wa& for makini^ every place a ear- 
liibn or foitrefs. This was his peculiar genius, 

and 
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and it was likewife the king's own tafte. Lou- 
vois had bv this means more employments in 
his difpofsu, and encreafed his minifterial influ* 
cnce ; befides, he took a pride in thwarting the 
two greateft captains of the age. Lewis im* 
plicitly believed what he faid, by which he was 
deceived, as be afterwards acknowledged. He 
let flip the opportunity of entering the capital 
of Holland s he weakened his army by dividing^ 
it into too many places, and gave the enemy 
breathing time. The hiftory p( the greateft 
princes is frequently a narrative of human 
errors. 

After the king had quitted the army, affairs 
took a different turn. Turenne was obliged to 
march into Weftphalia, to oppofe the Imperi- 
alifts. Monterey, the governor of Flanders, 
whom the Spanifh council were afraid of coun- 
tenancing openly, reinforced the prince of 
Orange's fmall army with about ten thoufand 
men, by which the prince found bimfelf ftrong 
enough to make head againft the French till 
the winter.. It was doing a great deal to be 
able to hold fortune in fufpence. At kngth 
winter came on, and covered the overflowed 
country of Holland with ice. Luxembourg, 
who commanded in Utrecht, carried oh a new 
kind of war, to which the French themfelves 
were ftrangcrs, and threw the Dutch into a 
frefh dilemma, as terrible as any thing they had 
yet experienced. 

One night he gets together near twelve thou- 
fand foot foldiers, drawn from the neighbouring 
garrifons ; and having ordered every man to be 
^irnifhed with a pair of fkates, he puts him- 
ielf at their head^ and begins his^ march over the 

ice 
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ice towards Levden and the Hague : a thavr 
comes on, wbicti faves the Hague ; and his little 
army, furrounded by the waters, knowing no- 
longer which way to go, and being deftitute of 
proviflons, wasontbepointofperiming. There- 
was a narrow and muddy dylce, where hardly 
four men could walk a-Breaft, which he wa^ 
oblieed to march over before he could get back 
to Utrecht ; and there was no way to get at 
this dyke, but bv attacking a fort which feemed 
impregnable witnout artillery ; and had thole 
who were in it defended it but for a fingle day^ 
the French army muft inevitably h.ive periflied 
with hunger and fatigue. Luxembourg now^ 
looked upon himfelf as lofl *, but the fame good 
fortune which had preferved the Hague, faved hfs 
army, through the cowardice of the comman- 
dant of the fort, who abandoned his poft with- 
out the lead reafon. There are a thoufand 
events in war, as in civil life, which are alto- 
gether incomprehenftble, and this, was of the 
number. This expedition was productive of 
nothing but apiece of cruettv, which rendered 
the French name completely odious in this 
country. Bodegrave and duvamerdam, two 
confiderable villages, each well peopled, and as 
large as fomc o^ our middlinfi| towns, were 
riven up to the foldiery for plunder, as a rewacd 
or the fatigues they had undergone. They 
immediately fet fire to both towns, and indulged 
themfelves by the light of the flames in all cx« 
cefles of debauchery and cruelty. It is furprr- 
fing that the common foldiers amongthe French 
can be fo barlarous, feeing they are commanded 
by fuch a prodigious number of ofRccrs, who 
ha^c with jufticc the reputation of being as hu- 
mane 
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mane as they are bnnre. The lacking of tbefe 
two places was fo exaggerated, that I myfeir, 
above forty years afterwards, faw (bme Dutch 
books, la whidi children were taught to read, 
idiere this affair was recapitulated, in order to 
jD^ire the rifing generations with an hatred to 
the French. 

In the mean time the king cut out .^.^ 
work for the cabinets of all Europe, by ^^ 
his negodations. He gained over the duke of 
Hanover. The eledor of Brandenbourg, in 
entering into the war, had made a treaty which 
he foon broke. There was not a court in Ger* 
many where Lewis had not fome peniioners. 
By his emiflaries in Hungary he fomented the 
croubks of that province, which had been 
feverely treated by the emperor's council. He 
hviihed great fiims on Charles II. of England^ 
to engage him to declare war once more againft 
the Dutch, notwithftanding the outcries and 
mumurs of all his {uhjeSts^ who were 'filled 
with indignation at being made tools to raife 
the French king's greatnels, which it was 
their intereft and defire to humble. In a word, 
Lewis difturbed all Europe by his arms and 
negodations ; but after all, he could not pre* 
vent the emperor, the empire, and Spain, from 
jmning the Dutch, and puUidy dedaring war 
againft him. He had fo far changed the courfe 
of things, that the Dutch, who were his natural 
allies, were become friends to Spain* The em- 
peror Leopold fent his fuccours flowly ; but he 
fhewed great animofity againft the French. It 
is reported, that as he was goine to Egrato 
fee the troops, which were there attembled, he 
took the (acrsmxeot upon the road, and that af- 

tea 
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ter having communicated, he took a crucifix in 
his hand, and called God to witnefs to the 
juftice of his caufe. This adion would have 
done very well in the time of the crufades ; 
however, the emperor's invocation did not in 
the leaft ftop the progrefs of the French king's 
arms. 

It foon appeared how greatly his marine was 
improved. Inftead of thirty (hips, which had 
been fent the year before to join the Englifli 
fleet, he now fent forty, without reckoning 
fire- (hips. The fea-officers had learnt from the 
Englifh the judicious manner of working their 
(hips in their engagements with the Dutch. 
The duke of York, afterwards king James IL 
was the perfen who fkfir invented the method' 
of givinp; orders in a naval fight, by the dif- 
ferent difpofttions and motions of flags. Till * 
that time the French did not know how ta* 
draw up a fleet in line of battle. - AU their ex- 
perience confifled in fighting ihip to (hip, with- 
out knowing how to make a mimber move in - 
concert, or to imitate at Htz the evolutions of 
armies on (hore, whofe feveral different corps 
mutually fuftain and alRft each other. In this they 
refembled the Romans, who in one year's time 
learnt the art of fighting at fea from the Car- 
thaginiansy^ and foon heczmt equal with dieir 
mafters. 

The vice-admiral D*Etree, and' his fecond 
in command, Martel, did honour to the in- 
duftry of the French nation, in three fucceffive 
(^a-engagements, which were fought in - the 
month of June, between the Dutch fleet and 
^ the combined fquadrons of France and 

^3 England. Admiral deRuy ter was more 

ad- 
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admired than ever in thcfe three engagements. 
D'Etree, in a letter to Colbert, exDreUcd him- 
felf in thefc terms ; " I would willingly have 
died to purchafe the glory which dc Ruyter haa 
acquired." D'Etree defervcd that Ruyter fhould 
have faid the fame bv him. In (hort, the valour 
and condu^ were (o equal on both fides, that 
it remained doubtful which had the vi£lory. 

Lewis having thus made feamen of his 
French fubjeAs, through the diligence of Col- 
bert, improved the art of war at land by the 
induftry of Vauban. He went in perfon to lay 
fiege to Maeftricht, at the time that thefe three 
naval battles were fought. Maeftricht was the 
key of the Low Countries and the United Pro- 
vinces. The place was prodigioufly ftrong, 
and defended by an intrepid governor, named 
Farjaux, a Frenchman by birth, who had gone 
into the Spaniih fervice, aind afterwards into* 
the Dutch. The garrifon confided of five 
hundred men. Vauban, who had the diredHonoP 
thefiege, made ufe for the firft time of the parallel 
lines, which were invented by the Italian en- 
gineers in the ftrvice of the Turks at the fiege 
of Candia. To thefe he added the pkcef 
JTarmes^ or parade of arms^ which is made in the 
trenches, for ranging the troops in order of 
battle, and better rallying them in cafe of fallies 
from the befieged. Lewis, in this ficge, (hewed 
himfelfmore ftridl and affiduous than he had 
ever yet done. By his example he accuftom^ 
his fubje£ls to endure labour patiently, who 
had hitherta been accufed as a nation which 
had only an impetuous courage, that ▼ 
is (oon exhaufted by fatigues. Mae- J^i"* ^^ 
ftricb t fur rendered after a week*s fiege . ^ 3. 

The 



44 TBJjAGfior 

^ The defirc of cftablifliing ftria military dif- 
cipline among his troops, carried him rather te 
an excefs of feverity. The prince of Orange 
at firft had only a fe^ officers without emu- 
lation, and foldiers without courage, to oppofe 
the rapid conquefts of the PVench arms, and 
therefore was obh'ged to employ the utrooft 
rigour in training them, and to hang every 
one who quitted his poft. The kingUfcewife 
made ufe of punifliments. The firft pFace he 
loft, a very brave officer named Du Pas, gave 
up Naerden to the prince of Orange. It is 
true, he held out the place only four days s but 
he did not give it up till after an obftinate en- 
gagement of five hours upon bad works, and to 
prevent a general afTault, which* it would have 
been injpoffible for him to have fuftained with 
a weak and difpirited garrifon. The king, in* 
cenfed at this firft afFront which his arms had 
received, ordered Da Pas to be led through 
Utrecht by the common hangman, with a fhoveT 
in his hand> and to have his fword broke before 
his face. This ignominious treatment was. 
perhaps not altogether neceflary, as the French 
officers have too nice a fenfe of honour to need' 
being governed by the fear of difgrace. It is 
to be obferved, that according to the tenor of 
his commiffion, the governor of a fortrefs is 
oblieed toftand three faults s but this is one of 
thofe laws which are hardly ever put in force. 

But not all the king's diligence, Vauban's 
genius, Louvois's ftri^ vigilance, the know- 
^dge and great military experience of Turenne». 
nor the adive intrepidity of the prince of Conde, 
were fufficient to repair the fault which had 
hceo committed in keeping fudi a number oC 

placet^ 
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places, weakening the army, and mii&ng the 
opportunity of taking Amfterdam. 

The prince of Conde in vain attempted to 
penetrate into the heart of Holland, which was 
ill under water. Turenne could neither pre- 
vent the Jundlion of Montecuculi with tho 
prince of Orange, nor hinder the latter from 
making himfelf mafter of the town of Bonn. 
The bifliop of Munfter, who had fworn ^ 



the deftru3ion of the ftates-general, was 
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him 'elf attacked by them. 

The £ngli{h parliament obliged its king to 
enter ferioufly into a treaty of peace, and to 
tcafe being the mercenary inArument of ag- 
grandizing France. And now the French were 
obliged to evacuate the three Dutch provinces 
with as much precipitation as they bad con- 
quered them ; but not till they had made them 
pay dearly for their deliverance. The inten- 
dant Robert bad raifed in the Angle province 
of Utrecht in one year, no lefs than fixteen 
hundred and fixty-eight thoufand florins. So 
great was their hurry to evacuate the country 
which they had over-run with fuch rapidity, that 
twenty-eight thoufand Dutch prifoners were 
reftored at a crown per man. The tri- 
umphal arch of St. Denis's gate, and the other 
monuments of Lewis's conquefts, were hardly 
Anifhed, when tbofc conqucfts were already 
abandoned. During the courfe of this invafion, 
the Dutch had the honour of difputing the em- 
pire of the fea, and the dexterity to remove the 
theatre of the war out of their own country. 
Lewis XIV- was confidered throughout Europe 
as one who had enjoyed the glory of a tran- 
fi|nt triumph with too much precipitation and 

pride. 
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pride. The fruits of this expedition were, that 
he had a bloody war to fupport asainft the 
united forces of the Empire, Spain, and Holland ; 
iaw himfelf abandoned by England, and at 
length by the bifhpp of Munfter, and even the 
eleSor of Cologne; and left the countries he 
had invaded, and was compelled to quit, more 
hated than admired: 

The king maintained his ground alone againft 
all the enemies he had drawn upon him. The 
forefight of his adminiftration, and the ftrength 
of his kingdom, appeared to a much greater ad- 
vantage, when he had fo many combined powers 
and great generals to defend himfelf againft, 
than even when he took French Flanders in a 

Earty of pleafure, and Franche Comte, and one 
alf of Holland, from a defencelefs enemy, 
ilt now appeared how great an advantage an 
.abfolute fovereign, whofe finances are well ma- 
naged, has over all other kings. He at one 
and the fame time furniflied Turenne with an 
army of twenty-three thoufand men, againft the 
Imperialifts ; Conde, with one of forty thoufand, 
againft the prince of Orange ; and a body of 
troops were ftationed on the borders of Rouf* 
fillon. A fleet of tranfports, full of foldiers, was 
fent to carry the war among the Spaniards, 
even to the gates of Meffina ; while he himfelf 
marched in perfon to fubdue the Franche Comte 
a fecond time. In a word, he at once defended 
himfelf, and attacked his enemies on every 
fide. 

As foon as he began his expedition againft 
the Franche Comte, the fuperiority of his ad- 
miniftration fliewcd itfclf in the fuileft manner. 

It 
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It was neceflary to bring over, or at lead to 

amufe, the Swiis nation^ who are a$ formidable 
as poor, are always in arms, jealous to an ex- 
cefs of their liberty, invincible on their owa 
frontiers, and who already befi;an to murmur 
and take umbrage at feeing Lewb a fecoiid 
time in their neighbourhood. The emperor 
and the court of Spain warmly follicited the 
thirteen cantons to grant a free pallage to their 
troops, who were going to the aififtance of the 
Tranche Comte, which had been left dcfence- 
Jefs by the negligence of the Spanifh miniAry ; 
but the emperor and the Spaniard were only 
lavifli in arguments and entreaties. The French 
king, on the contrary, by a million of livres in 
ready money, and the amirance of fix hundred 
tboufand more, prevailed on thofe people to do 
as he pleafed. They refufed to grant a paf- 
fage to the Spanifh troops. Lewis, accom-* 
panied by his brother and the great Conde's 
Yon, laid iiege to Befancon. He was fond of 
this part of war, which be underftood per- 
fe^Uy well, and left the care of the campaign 
to Uonde and Turenne. Befides, he never 
laid fiege to a town without being morally 
fure of taking it. Louvois made fuch excellent 
preparations, the troops were fo well found in 
every thing ; Vauban, who had almoft always 
the diredion of the fieges, was (o great a ma- 
iler in the art of reducing; places, that the king 
' was fecure of his reputation. Vauban directed 
the attacks againft Befan9on, which was taken 
in nine davs } and, at the end of fix weeks, all 
Francbe Comt^ fubmitted to the king. It has 
ever fince remained in the hands of France^ 

and 
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and feems to be for ever annexed to it, a mo- 
nument of the weaknefs of the Auftro-Spanifh 
miniftry, and of the vigour of that of Lewis 
XIV. 

CHAP. CLXXVI. 

The glorious Campaip^n and Death of Mar- 
shal TURENNE. 

WHILE the king was proceeding in the 
conqueft of the Tranche Comt^, with 
«that rapidity, eafe, and glory, which feemed 
infeparably annexed to his arms, Turenne, who 
was only defending the frontiers towards the 
Rhine, difpiayed all that was great and con- 
fummate in the art of war. Our efteem for 
men is generally meafured by the difficulties 
they furmount; and this it was that gained 
Turenne fuch great reputation in this cam- 
^paign, 
m In the firft place, he made a long 

JV"® and hafty march, paflcd the Rhine 
^ 74 at Philipfbourg, marched all night to 
Sii^tzheim, which he took by ftorm, and at the 
fame time attacked and routed the emperor's 
general, Caprara, and the old duke of Lor* 
rain, Charles IV. a prince who had fpent his 
life in lofing his dominions and railing troops i 
and who had lately joined his liitle army to a 
part of the emperor's, Turenne, after having 
defeated him, purfued him, and routed his ca- 
valry at Ladunbourg j froni thence he, by hafty 

marches, 
3 
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n uu ch cs came up widi the prince of Bour- 
nonvflle, another of the imperial generak» who 
was only waiting for frefli troops, to open him* 
felf away into/Qface. Turenne prevented him 
from being joined by thefe troops, attacked him^ 
and oUigM him to quit die fidd of battle. 

The empire now aflembledall its forces againft 
him : ierenty thoufand Germans occupied Al« 
face, and blodced up die towns of BriflSn: and 
Phaipiburg. Tnrenne's army did not coniift 
at moft of above tii^enty thoufand efieSive men ; 
but having received a fmall reinforcement of 
cavalry from the prince of Conde, who was 
tiien in Flanders, he croifes the moun* j^ 
tains covered with fnow, marches through /^* 
Tartnne, and Bedfort, enters Upper M- 74 
lace, and appears in the midft of the enemy's 
quarters, who thought him lying inadive in 
Lornune, and looked upon die campaign as al- 
lieady finifhed. He beat up the quarters at Mul- 
baufen that refifted, and made two thoufand of 
them prifoners. He then marched to Colmar* 
where the elector of Brandenburg, who was 
called the great eledor, and was at that time 
general of the armies of the empire, had his 
head quarters, and came upon him juft as he 
and the reft of the princes and general officers 
were going to fit down to dinner. They had 
hardly time to efcape, and in one inftant the 
country was covered with the flying. 

Turenne, who thought he had done nothing, 
while there was any thing left to be done, lay 
in wait near Turkheim, for a party of the ene* 
my's foot, who were to march that way. He 
had choten fo advantageous a pafs, that he was 

Vol. VII, • D was 
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• Tan c ^^^^^^^ ®^ fucccfs : accordingly he cn- 
i67C ^*^^'^ defeated this body. In {hort, 
'^ this army of fcvcnty thoufand men 
was beaten and difperfed almoft without anv 
great battle. Alface fell into the kine's hand, 
and the generals of the empire were obliged to 
repafs the Rhine. 

All thefe anions, following fo faft upon 
one another, conducted with fo much art, 
managed with fucb patience, and executed 
with as much promptitude, were equally ad* 
mired by France and her enemies, fiut Tu« 
renne's reputation received a confiderable ad* 
dition, when it was known that all he had 
done in this campaign had been done with* 
out the confent of the court, and even a^ainft 
the repeated orders fcnt to him by Louvois, in 
the king's name. Jt was not the leaft tnftance 
of Tiirenne's courage, nor the leaft memorable 
exploit of this campaign, thus to oppofe the 
powerful Louvoi^ and take upon himfelf the con- 
fequences, in defiance x)f the outcries of thecourt* 
Ixis mafter's orders, and the hatred of the miniftry* 
Jt is certain, that thofe who had more bu- 
majv^ than efteem for military exploits, were 
gready difpleafed at this glorious campaign; 
which was jss much diftingui(bed by the mi- 
feries of the private people, as by the great 
deeds of Turennr. After the battle of Sintz- 
heim he laid wafte with fire and fword the Pa- 
latinate, a level and fertile country, full of rich 
cities and villages: and the eleaor-palatioe, 
from his caftle of Manbeim, beheld two cities 
and twenty-five villages burnt before hia eyes* 
Thb unhappy prince, in the firft emotions of 
bis ra^e, wrote a letter to Turenne, filled with 
(tt bittereft reproaches, and defying him Co 



LEWIS XIV, SI 

fingle combat. Turenne having fent this letter 
to the king, who forbade him to accept the chal-* 
lenge, he made no other return to the ele&or's 
reproaches and defiance than an emptv com- 
•pUment, which fignified nothing. This was 

¥reeable to the general behaviour and ftile of 
urenne, who always exprefled himfelf in a 
cool and ambiguous manner. 

He, in the fame cold blood, deftroyed.the 
ovens, and burnt all the corn fields in Alface, 
to prevent the enemy from finding fubfiilence. 
He afterwards permitted his cavalry to ravage 
Lorraine, where they committed fuch diforders, 
that the intendant, who, on his fide, laid wafle 
that province with his pen, wrote to deflre the 
marfhal to put a flop to the cxcefTes of the 
foldiery ; who always replied coolly, '< I (hall 
take notice of it in the orders." Turenne was 
better pleafed to be efleemed the Eather of the 
men who were entrufted to his care, than of 
the people who, according to the rules of war, 
are always the viSims. All the evU he diU 
feemed necefTary : his reputation covered every 
thing ; and, befides, the fevency thoufand Ger- 
mans, whom he prevented from entering France^ 
would have done more mifchief there than he 
did in Alface, Lorrain, and the Palatinate. 

The prince of Conde, on his fide, fought a 
battle in Flanders, which was much more bloody 
than all the vidories of the vifcount TurennCt 
though it proved neither fo fortunate nor de- 
cifive ; or rather becaufe he had abler generals 
and better troops to encounter. This was the 
battle of Sencf. The marquis of Feuquiercs in- 
fifls that it fhould be called only a fight ; be* 
caufe it was not an action between two armies 
D 2 drawn 



j $2 TheAGEop 

drawn up lin battle-array, and that the corps 
were not all engaged ; but it feemt generally 
agreed to give the title of battle to this hot and 
bioody day. It is always the importance of an 
affair which determines its appellation. Had 

' three thoufand men, ranged in battle-array, 
been engaged with each other, and even all 
their difterent corps been in a£tion, it would 
have been only called a fight. 

The prince of Conde, who was to keep the 
field.with only forty-five thoufand men, againft 
the prince of Orange with upwards of fixtr 
thoufand, waited for the enemy's armv to paw 
ft defile at Senef, near Mons, and fell upon a 
part of the rear guard, compofed of Spaniards, 
over whom he gained a confiderable advantage. 
The prince of Orange was blamed for not 
having taken fufficient precaution in palEng 
through this defile ; but every one admired the 
dexterous manner in which he repaired tbia 
accident; and Conde himfelf was cenfured for 
attempting to renew the fight againft an enemy 
jb ftrongly entrenched. The combat was re* 
newed diree different times. The two raie* 
rals, in this medley of errors and great Seeis^ 
equally diflinguifhed themfelves bv their pre- 
fence of mind and courage. Of all the battles 

- in which the great Conde had been engaged, 
there was no one in which he hazarded his own 
life and that of h is foldiers fo much as in this. Af* 
ter having fuftained three bloody attacks, he yna 
for attempting the fourth . *^ The pri nee of Ccnd^, 
iaid one of the officers who was there prefent, 
feemed to be the only perfon who had an in- 
clination for fighting''. What was moft re- 
markable in this ft^on wasj tlukt both armies, 

afttt 
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sifter having flood the moft obftinate and bloodjr 
engagement, were feized with a fudden panic 
in the night time, and took to flight. The 
next day they retreated, without either fide 
having kept the field of battle, or claimed the 
vi£lory ; both being equally weakened and de- 
feated. There were about feven thoufand 
killed, and five thoufand made prifoners, on the 
fide of the French ; and the' enemy's lofs waa 
nearly equal. This ufelefs carnage prevented 
either army from undertaking any thing of 
moment againft the other : but the appearance 
of advantage was at that time fo necefTary, that 
the prioce of Orange, in order to make the 
world believe that he had gained the vidory, 
laid fiege to Oudenarde ; however, the prince 
of Cond^ foon fbewed that he had not lofl the 
battle, by obliging him to raife the fiege, and 
purfuing him in his retreat. 

It was equally the practice with the French 
and the allies, to obferve the idle ceremony of 
giving public thanks for a vidory they had not 
gained : a cuftom eilablifhed to keep up the 
fpirit of the populace, who mu& always be 
deceived. 

Turenne^ with his little army, continued to 
make (bme progrefs in Germanv, by the mere 
efforts of his military genius. The council of 
Vienna not daring to trufl any longer the fate 
of the empire to princes who had made fo bad 
a defence, once more delivered the command of 
its armies to general Montecuculi, the fame 
who had defeated the Turks in the battle of St. 
Gothard, and who, in fpite of the endeavours of 
Turenne and Conde, had efFedled a ]\ir\6kioti 
with the prince of Orange, and checked the 
D 3 career 
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career of Lewis's conque (Is, after he had re^ 
duced three of the fcvcn United Provinces. 

It has been elfewhcre remarked, that the 
empire has been frequently indebted to Italjr 
for its grcatclt generals. 'I his country, thougn 
in a ftatc of declenfion and flavery, ftill pro* 
duces m:n who put us in mind of what it has 
once been. Montecuculi was the only perfon 
tit to be oppofed to l^urenne. Thcv had both 
brought war to an art. They (pent four 
months in following; and obferving each other 
in their marches and encampments, which were 
held in greater efteem by the French and Ger- 
man ofiicers, than even vtdlories. Each of 
them judged what his advcrfary had in view, 
by the very ilcps which he himfelf would have 
taken on the fame occafton, and they were 
j'ddom deceived. Thev oppofed eacn other 
with perfeverance, cunnmg, and a£livi|y» At 
hii they were on the point of coming to aii 
eii;^H^cmcnt, and ftaking their reputations on 
Inlv 27 ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ * battle near the village of 
i6'< Saltzbach, when Turenne was killed 
^^ by a cannon ball, as he was going to 
fix upon a place for creating a battery* Every 
one is acquainted with the particulars of this 
great man's death ; but we cannot refrain from 
repeating fome of the principal ctrcumftances 
of an event which continues to be fpoken of 
to this day. There is one indeed which it is 
hardly potlible to repeat too often. I'he fame 
ball which deprived Turenne of his life car- 
ried ofF the arm of St. Hilalre, lieutenant gc* 
ncral of the at tiilery, whofc fon throv\'ing him- 
i«lf down by liis fide in a flood of tears, " Weep 
i.ut A r mc, Uid that brave oiK rr, but for that 

gf'.^t 
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greatlxfan/' pointing to Turennc. Thefc wordt 
a^re equal to any thing that hiftory has con"- 
fecrated as mofc heroic^ and form the wprthieft 
dogium of the great Turennc. It is very 
feldom that in a'dcfpotic government j vtrhere 
'every one is wholly taken up with his own 
private concertis, thofe who have ferved their 
^nuntry-* die regretted i- neverthelefs, Turenne 
was lamented both by his own foldiers and 
the people.. Eouvois was the only one who 
rejoiced at his death. Every one knows that 
.the king, caufed the greateft honours to be 
payed to his memory $ and that he was interred 
at St. Denis, as the conft^ble du Guefclin 
had been, to whom the public voice declares 
him as much fuperior, as the age he lived in 
was fuperior to Uiat of the conftahle's^ 

Turenne had not always been fuccefeful in 
the field. He had been beaten at Mariendal, ^ 
Retel, and Cambrai; he had likewifo been ' 
guiity of fome fauks-, and was fo much the great 
man as to' own them» He had never gained 
very ftriking viftories, nor fought any of thofe 
pitched battles which decide the fate of one or 
the other nation ; but by always repairing his 
defeats, and doing a great deal with a little, be 
pailed for the abl^eft general in Europe, in an 
age when the art of war was better underftood 
than ever it had been. In like manner, though ^ 
he had been accufed of having deferted his party- 
in the civil wars, and. that, when almoft fixty 
years of age, he had fufFered love to make him 
> reveal a fecret of ftate, and that he exercifed 
fome unneceflary barbarities in the Palatinate, 
yet he ftill preferved the chara£ter of an upright^ 
pudent, and honeft man i becaufe his virtues 
D 4, aadJ 
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and great talents, which were peculiar to hioi- 
feif, made the world forget thoft weaknefles aiMl 
failings which were conunon to him wkb tiie 
reft of mankind. If we were to compare him 
to any one, we might venture to fay, that of 
all t^e- generals of paft ages, Gonfalvo de 
Cordova, furnamed tho Great Captain, waa 
the perfon whom he came the neareft in re- 
femblance to. 

He was born a protfftasit; bat in 1686 he 
embraced the Roman-catholic religion. It waa 
not fuppofed by either proteftant or phtlofopbert 
that this change was the effeft of merepcriiin- 
fion only, in a warrior and a ftatefinaA^ of fiftvf 

I ears old, who ftill kent miftreilcs^ It was well 
nown that Lewis XIV, when he created him 
marflial-general of his armies, fpoke to him in 
thefe very words, which we find related by Pe« 
liflbn in his letters, and others : ** I wiib you 
would lay me under an obligation of doing 
more for you.*' Thefe wonu (acoovdins to 
thefe writers) might, together with time, nave 
been the means of bringins about this convet^ 
fion. The place of con&ble might perhapa 
have entered into an ambitious mind ; it is alfo 
poflible that this converTion might be fincere. 
The human heart frequently unites politice^ 
ambition, religious fentiments, and amoroua 
weaknefles } but the catholics, who trtutfiphed 
in this change, would never be pcrfuaded that 
the i^reat foul of Turenne was capable of double 
dealing. 

The turn which affain took in Alface im- 
mediately after the death of Turenne, made 
his lofs more fenfibly felt. Montecuculi, who 
had for three months been kept on the other 

fide 
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Ude of the Rhine by the abilities of the French 
general, pafied that river the inftant he knew 
he had no longer Turenne to fear ; he then fell 
upon a part of the arroy, which remained thun- 
derftmck with its lofs, under the command of 
the two lieutenant-generals, de Lorees and 
Vauban. Though the French defended them- 
felves with sreat valour, they could not hinder 
the Imperisuifts from penetrating into Alface, 
from whence Turenne had always kept them 
at a diftance. 

The army not only ftood in need of a leader 
to condud it, but alfo to retrieve the late defeat 
which had happened to marfhal de Crequi, a 
man of an enterprifmg genius, capable at once 
of the nobleft and rsuheft a£kions, and equally 
dangerous to his country and its enemies. Ha 
had Utely, through his own fault, j^ 
been beaten at Confarbruck, and his ^^' 
Jittfe army routed and cut to pieces ^^ 

by a body of twenty thoufand Germans, who 
were laying fiege to Triers. Hardly a fourth * 
part of his troops efcaped. After this accident, 
be marched with the utmoft precipitation thro* 
a thoufand dangers, and threw himfelf into 
Triers, which he defended with the greateft va« 
lour i whereas he ihould have fuccoured it by a 
prudent management. He refolved to bu/y 
himfelf in the ruins of the place, before he 
would give it up ; and even when a breach was 
made practicable, he ftill continued to hold out. 
The garrifon began to murmur at this obfti- 
riacy ; and one captain Bois-Jourdan, who was 
at the head of the mutineers, repaired to the 
breach, and propofed a capitulation. Never 
was cowardice carried on with fo much bold-* 
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ncfs ; he threatened to kill the marfhal, unlefr 
be would itgn the capitulation ; Crequi upon 
this retires, with fome officers who remained 
faithful to him, to a neighbouring church, and 
chofe rather to be a prifoner at dtfcretion than 
to capitulate. 

To recruit the |reat lofs of men which the 
kingdom had fuftained by fo many fieges and 
battJeSt Lewis XIV. was advifed not to -confine 
himfclf to the ufual levies from among the mi« 
litia, but to iflue his orders for aflembling the 
ban and arriere-ban. Bv an ancient cuftom, 
which 15 row laid afide, a(l thofe that held lands 
in fee, were obliged to ferve their lords para- 
nr.ount in the wars,, at their own expence, and 
to continue in arms for a certain number of days* 
This feivice was one of the principal laws of 
our barbarous nations. . Things are at prefent 
on a very different footing in Europe ; every 
kingdom now raifcs foldiers, who are kept in 
tfonftant pay, and form a regular and difciplined 
body. 

. Lewis XIII. had once^ during his reigo, af- 
(cmbled the nobility of his kingdom ; Lewis 
XIV. now followed his example. The body 
of oobiljty took the field under the command 
of the marquis, afierwards maribal of Roche- 
fort, and marched to the frontiers of Flanders, 
and from thence to the borders of Germany i buc 
this body was neither confideiable in iu numbers^ 
lK>r ufcful in its operations, nor indeed could 
be rendered fo. The gentlemen who had a mi- 
litary turn, and were fitforiiervice, had all com- 
miAons in the army ', thofe whom age or dif- 
content had kept at home, remained there ; and 
she ttdf who were employed in improving their 

efiatefs. 
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eftatesy came with rqiugnance, to the numbe^ 
of about four thoufand. In Oiort, they wer^ 
far from having the appearance of military 
tsoops. They were all differently mounted and 
accoutred, void of experience, ignorant of dif- 
dpline, and either incapable or averfe to regu- 
lar (ervice ; fo that they caufed only confafion, 
and were for ever laid afide. This was the laft 
trace of ancient chivaf cy which appeared in our 
regular armies, of which tho(e armies were for« 
merly compofed, and winch, though pcjflVfT.'d 
of all the courage natural to their nation, never 
foug!)t well. 

Turenne dead, Crequi beaten and a prifo* 
ner. Triers taken, and Montecuculi laying all 
Alface under contributions, the kin^ thought 
that the prince of Conde alone was able to re-^ 
vive the drooping fpirits of the army, difcou- 
raged by die death of Turenne. Conde left 
marihal' Luxembourg to fupport the French 
arms in Flanders, and haftened to check the pro-^ 
grefs of Mjntccuculi. On this occanon,he (hew* 
ed as much cold nefs as he had done impetuoHty* 
at Senef ; and, whh a genius which conforme<f 
itfelf to every thing, he difplayed the fame art 

as Turenne had donz. By Ah^, ^nd Sept. 
two encampments only,, be ^ *^ ' 

ftopt the progrefs of the Ger- '5 

man army, and obliged Montecuculi to ralfe 
the fieges of Haguenau and Saverne: After* 
thisxrampaigp, which was indeed Ids brilliant^* 
but more efteemed, than that of Senef, this 
prince no longer appeared in the character of a 
warrior. He was defirous of having his fon ap* - 
pointed to the command in his ftead, and of- 
fered to affift him with his advice: but the king 
D 6 dii: 
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did not chufe to have either young men or 
princes for generals ; it was even not without 
relu£bnce that he had employed the prince of 
Cond^, who owed his beins at the head, of the 
army toLouvois*sjeaIoufy of Turenne, as much 
as to his own great reputation. 

The prince retired to ChantiUy, and rarely 
came to Verfailles, to fee his glory eclipfed in 
a place where the courtier regards only favour. 
During the remainder of his life he was greatly 
tormented with the gout i but he confoled Mm« 
felf in the midft of his anguiih and difgrace, by 
the converfation of men of genius of all kinds^ 
wiih whichFrance then abounded. He was truly 
worthy of their acquaintance, beine himfelf ac- 
quainted with moft of the arts ana iciences in 
which they excelled. He ftill continued the 
obied of admiration, even in his retirement ; 
till at length that devouring fire, which had in 
his youth made him the impetuous hero, and 
fubjed to a number of paiEons, havine by de- 
grees confumed the vigour of a body, which was 
by nature formed rather adive than robuft, be 
experienced a total decay before his time ; and 
his mind growing as weak as his body, nothing 
of the great Cond^ remained during the two 
laft years of his life* He died in the year 1680. 
Montecuculi retired from the emperor's fervice 
much about the time that the ^eat Conde re- 
figncd (he command of the armies of France. 
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CHAP. CLXXVI. 



From the Death of Turennb to the P< 
NiMEGUBN, in 1678. 



NOt with (landing Turcnnc was dead, and 
the prince of Conde withdrawn from the 
army, the kine ftill continued the war againft 
the emperor, the Spaniards, and the Dutch, 
with as much fuccefs as before. He had i 
number of officers who had been trained up un- 
der thefe ereat men; he had Louvois, who 
was as good as a general to him, becaufe, by 
his ready forefight, he furnifhcd the generahi 
with means of undertaking every thing they de- 
fired; and the troops, by a long feries of viSo-' 
ries, retained that ardour, which the prefence of 
a monarch, ever fortunate in his undertakings, 
had infpired them with. 

During the courfe of this war, he in pcrfon 
took Conde *, Bouchain t> Valenciennes J, 
and Cambray |. He was accufed by fome, of 
having been afraid to engage the prince of 
Orange, who, at the fiege of Bouchain, pre- 
Icnted himfclf with an army of fifty thoufand 
men, in order to relieve the place. The prince 
of Orange was likewife reproached with not 
having given battle to Lewis» when he might 
have done it ; for fuch is the fate of kings and 
generals, that they are alwavs blamed for what 
they do, and for what they ao not do ; but nei- 
ther the king nor the prince of Orange were in 

• April a6, 1676. f Ma/ 11, 16794 | March 17, 
1677% 1 April s, 1677, 

the 
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ihe Icftft to blame: the former did not givt 
battle, though be wa$ defsroui of it, becaufe 
Monterey, who wai governor of the Nether- 
landi, and who wai then in his army, did noe 
chufe to expofe bif province to the chance of a 
decifive z&ion \ and the honour of the campaign 
was undoubtedly on the king's fule, ftncc he 
did what he pleafed, and took a town in fight of 
bis enemy^ 

With regard to the town of Valenciennes, 
it was taken by aflault, by one of thofe fingular 
events which charaflerize the impetuous courage 
of the French nation* 

The kin/< carried on this fic^, affifted by bis 
brother and five marfhah of Trance, namely^ 
d'Humieres, Schomberg, La Ftuilladc, Lux- 
embourg, and de Lorgcs. ^ The marflial* had 
each their day of command in turn, and Vauban 
had the direction ^f all the operations. 

They had not yet made themrdvci mafttrs 
of any of the outworks of the place* The firft' 
thing to be done was to attack two hatf-moon<i \ 
behind which was a large crown -work, 
guarded with pallifadcs and fitiifes, and fur- 
rounded bv a ditch, interfered with fcveral tra- 
verfes* Widiin this croMrn-work was ano- 
ther work, furrounded by another ditch. 
When all thefe entreixhmentf were carried,' 
diere was dill a branch of the Schetd to be 
paftd. Even after thi^, there remained ano* 
ther work, called pate ; behind this pat£ ran 
the main dream of the Schcld, which was very 
deep and rapi I, and whic \ ferves as a ditch to 
the town-wall, which was defended by ftronz 
ramparu. All tlicfc works were covered with 

anitteryi 
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artillery,. and.a^arriforLof three thoufaiul men 
promifed a* long refiftance. 

The king held a council of' war about at« 
tacking the out-works. It had always been a 
euftom to make thefe attacks in the night- time, 
in order to ftcal upon the enemy unperceived, 
and fave the lives of the menu. Vauban pro« 
pofed to make the attack in the day*time. lliis 
propofal was ftrongly oppofed by die marffaals^ 
and Louvois joined in condemning, it ; Vauban • 
however maintained, his opinion, with the con-» 
fidence of a man who is fure of what he ad-* 
vances : ** You are defirous (faid he) of faving 
3rour men as much as poilible ; you will cer* 
tainly do this^nuch better by day-light, when 
they will be able to fight, without confufion . 
and tumult, or bebg appyehenfive of one 
party firing upon another, as too often happens 
in attacks by night.. We want to furprife tho 
enemy, who are always upon their guard 
againft an attaek. by. night.; we (hall therefore 
effedu'clly furprife them, if we oblige them to 
ftand the attack of our freih troops, after they 
have been wearied out by the fatigue of the 
over-night's watch. Add to this, that if there 
are any of our men who want courage, the 
night favours thek backward nefs 5 but that, In 
day-time, the eye of the matter mfpircs them 
with courage, smd makes them furpais them- 
fclves." 

The king was convinced by»Vauban's argu- 
ments, and agreed to his propofal, notwith- 
ftanding^thcobjcdUons.of the five n^uihals o£ 
France.- 

A% 
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March i7 ^^ ^^^ o'clock in the mornings 
167'? ^^^ ^^ companies of. muflcctecrt, 
' ' an hundred grenadiers^ a battalion 
of the guards, and another of the regiment of 
Picardy, mounted the great crown-work on all 
fides. Their orders were only to make a lodge«> 
ment there, and this was a^reat deal; but fosBc 
of the black mufketeers having found entrance 
by a private paflage into the inner entrench- 
ments which were in this.work, prefently made 
themfelves mafters of it ; at the fame time the 
grey muflceteers made way through another 
paflage j thefe were followed by the battalion 
of guards, who fell upon the befieged, killed 
fome of them, and put the reft to flight. By 
this time the mufketeers had let down &e draw* 
bridge which joined this work to the reft : they 
followed the enemy from one entrenchment to 
another, both on tne greater and leflTer branch 
of the Scheld. The guards prefled on in crouds» 
and the muikcteers were in pofleflion of the 
town before the king knew that the firft work, 
which he had ordered to be attacked, was car* 
ried. 

But this Mras the leaft conTiderable part of the 
adiion. It is likely enough that a number of 
voune muflceteers, inflamed with the ardour of 
luccefSy might fall upon the troops or burghers 
whom they met in the ftreets, and lofe 
their lives, or elfe plunder the town i but 
ni^at is moft extraordinary in this af&ir is, that 
thefe youne men, under the condud of a cor- 
net called Moiflac, drew up in a rank behind 
fome waggons, and while the reft of the troops 
who came in were forming with deliberation^ 
othcf muflceteers took pQflfmQii of the nei^h* 

bgunug 
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bouring hoiifes^ and covered with their fire 
thofe who were in the ftreet. Hoftages. weie 
now exchanged on each fide ; the town-coun* 
cil aflembled and difpatcbed a deputation to the 
king» and all this was trantaded without pil- 
lage, confufion, or the leaft outrage of any kind. 
The king made the garriJbn prifoners of war» 
and entered Valenciennes with aftoniihinent. 
The fingularity of this adion engaged us to eor 
ter into this minue detail. 

The king likewiie ^ined hM^f^UQ ,^»t 
fome honour by the takmg of 9> 7 

Ghent in eight da^s time, and \a^^^u « - «iLMft 
Ypres in fcven. Ilispends Marchas.i^T* 
met with ftill greater Accefs. 

In Germany, indeed, the marlhal duke of 
Luxembourg, at the beginning of the war, fu^ 
fered Phili^urg to be taken in c^-^^^t— 
his&ht, after afruitlefi attempt ^^^ 
to rcfieve it with an army of fifty ' 

thouiand men. The general who took PhilipC- 
burg was Charles V. the new duke of Lof» 
rain, who fucceeded his uncle Charles IV, and 
was, like him, ftriptdT his dominions. Hehsut 
all ihe good qualifications of his unhappy uncle^ 
without any of his faults. He commanded the 
surmies of the empire with great rq)utation; 
but, notwithftanding he had reduced PhUipf- 
burg, and was at the head of an army of fixty 
thoufand men, he could never get poueffion of 
bis dominions i and it was to no purpofe that 
he carried thefe words; in his colours : Jut nunc 
0ii nunqmm^ Now or never. Marlhal Crequi, 
now ranfomed from his confinement, and be- 
come more prudent by his defeat at Confar* 
bnick, sdways kept the entrance into Loirain 

(hut 
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c\xi u - ,/;-« fl^ut from him. He beat hin* " 
Oaob- 7, 1677 j^ ^ j^^^ji fl^j^^jQ^ ^^ jj.^^^^. 

berk, in Alface, and continually harrafled him 

Mft« tj .A-*, in his marches. He took Fri- 
JNov, 14, 1077 j^^^g .^ j^.^ gg^^^ ^^^ j^^^ ^ 

T..K, wA«Q detachment of his army at 

juiy, i07» Rhcinfield. Hcpaffedthc river 

Keres in his view, purfued him to Offenbourgt 
fell upon him in his retreat, and having imme* 
diately afterwards carried the^ fort of Retd 
fword in hand, he proceeded to Sharbourg». 
where he burnt the bridge by which that city^ 
*vhich.was ftHI free, hodfo many times aflFbrded 
a paflage for the imperial ' troops into Alface* 
.Thus did marlhal Crequi make amends for the 
imprudence of one day, by a feries of fuccefles 
which were wholly owing^ to his prudence -$. 
and, had he lived ^me time longer, it is pro^ 
bablc he would have acquired*an equal reputa^- 
jion with Turenne; 

The prince of Orange was norincrre (uccefs^- 
ful in Flanders than the duke of Lorrain had^^ 
been in Germany ; he was not only obliged t» 
raife the ftege of Maeftricht and Charleroi, but, 
after having fuflered Cond^, Bouchain,and Va« 
lenciennes to fall into the hands or£ewts-XIV. 
he lofl: the battle of Montcaflel,- againft Mon- 
fieur the king^s brother, in attempting to re- 
lieve St. Omer. The marfhalt Luxembourg 
and d'Humieres commanded this army under 
Monfieur, It is faid that the gaining of the 
battle was owing to an error committed by the 
prince of Oranfi;e, and a dextrous movement 
made by Luxembourg* Monfteur fought with 
m couraee and prefence of mind that was never 
•Kpeacd from (6 cffeminace a princtw There 

could: 
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could not be a ftronger inftance that valour la 
not incoHipatible with delicacy. This prince, 
who frequently ufed to go dreft like a womaif, 
and who had the fame inclinations, behaved 
on ^is occaiion like a general and a foldier. 
It is faid that the king his brother was jealous of 
the reputation he acquired. He took very little 
notice to him of the vidory he had gained, and 
did not fo much as go to fee the field of 
battle, tho^he was juft by* Some Tv>r u ^ 
of the duke of Orleans attend- ^^^/^^ ^^* 
ants, who were more difcerning ^ ^^ 
than the reft, prophefied to him then that he 
would never again have the command of an 
army, and their predictions were verified. 

The taking of ib many towns, and the gain- 
ing fo many battles, were not the only fuc- 
ce£es which attended the arms of Lewis XIV. 
during this war. The count of Schomberg and 
m^rfhal Navaillebeat the Spaniards in the Lam- 
pourdan, at the fpot of the Pyrenees, and* at* 
tacked them even in Sicily. 

This ifland, fince the time of the tyrants of 
Syracuie, under whom it was of fome note in 
the world, has always fallen a prey to foreigners : 
it has been fucceffively enflaved by the Romans, 
the Vandals, the Arabians, the Norman princes 
vafials to the popes, the French, the Germans, 
and the Spaniards ; ftill hating its mafters and 
rebelling againft them, without making any 
noble efforts to gain their liberty, and conti* 
nually engaged in frefb feditions only to change 
its chains. 

The magiftrates of Meflina had lately ftirrcd 
up a civil war againft their governors, and caU 
kd in the French to their aififtance. Thei* 

harbour 
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harbour was blocked up by a Spanifb fleet, and 
they were reduced to the laft excremitiea of fa* 
isine. 

The chevalier de Valbille was immediately 
fent with a few frigates to their afliftancet who 
pa/Ted through the Spaniih fleet, and threw a 
fupply of provifions, arms, and men, into the 
city. Soon after the duke of Vivonnc arrived, 
with {even men of war of fixty guns, two of 
Feb ^^S^^X' ^^^ ^ number of firc-ihipf* 
i6'7c ^"f%^^ ^^^ enemy's fleet, which be 
7^ debated, and entered the harbour of 
M effina in triumph. 

The Spaniards were obliged to have recourfe 
to the Dutch, their ancient enemies, who were 
fiUl looked upon as mafters of the fea, to 
help them to defend Sicily. Pe Ruyter &ila 
from the Zuyder Zee, pafles the vere of 
Meffina, and reinforces the Spaniih fleet of 
twenty ihips with three and twenty large qma 
of war, 

T •. fi ^'^^ ^^^ ^ French, who, when 
^Vl'r joined with the Engliih, bad not been 

'^7 able to beat the Dutch fleets, gained 
a vidory alone over the combined fiauadrons 
of Spain and Holland. The duke of Vivonne, 
who was obliged to remain in Meffioa to reftrain 
the populace, who already began to be di^ 
plealed with their defenders, left the care of 
thia engagemoit to du Qoefiie, his lieutenant* 
genciaC who was a man as extraordinary in 
his way as de Rujter ; he had, like bim, rofe to 
the command entirely by merit, but had never 
before had the management of a naval arma* 
nient, havme hitherto fignalized bimfelf rather 
in die charaoer of a captain of a privateer^ than 

the 
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the eooHiuuider of a regular fleee* But whoio- 
cvcr poflfefles a genius for his art, and for car* 
lying commanil, pafles with great eafe and 
auickne6 from the litde to the great. Du 
Queihe (hewed himfelf a very able fea-^fficer in 
diis adion ;^ainfl: de Ruyter, was it only for 
having gained a fmaQ advantage over this expe« 
rienced Holkinder. He gave bacde a (econd 
time to the enemy's fleets ofF Aofta *• In this 
engagement dc Ruyter received the m* , 
wound which put an end to his ^^\ 
^oriofis life. He was one of fhofe ^ 
men whofe memories are ftill had in the greateft 
veneration by the people of Holland. On hit 
firft entrance into a fea-life he was only a cab* 
bin-boy, or captain's fervant, which makes him 
b much the more refpedable. His name is 
equal with thofe of the princes of Naflau. The 
Spanilh council gave hhn the title and patent of 
duke, an odd and ridiculous dignity to confer 
on a republican ; the patent however did not 
arrive till after he Was dead, when his children, 
proving themfelves worthy of fuch a father, re- 
fiifed a title which is lb eameftly fought after in 
our monarchies, but which is by no means to 
be preferred to the name of a good citizen. 

Lewis XIV. had t6o noble a (bul not to be 
concerned at his deaths and, when fome of his 
courtiers reprefented to him that he was now 
rid of a troublefome and dangerous enemy, 
*^ Neven!he1ers, replied he, I cannot help be- 
ing afflicted with the lofs of a great man." 

• Aofta, Aguft, or Avofta, a douhy in the prUici|>aUty 
orFiedmont^ belongiag to the king of Sardinia, and lying 
rtbefta-flde, __ 
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Du Qucfnc, the de Ruyter of the French, 
attacked the combined fleets a third time, im* 
mediately upon the death of the Dutch admiral, 
and funk, burnt, and took feveral of their largeft 
fhips. The marfhal duke of Vivonne com- 
manded in chief in this action ; but it was ne* 
verthelcfs du Quefne who gained the vidory, 
Europe ftood amazed to fee France, in fo ihort 
a fpace of time, become as formidable by fea as 
at land. It is certain, that thefe armaments and 
victories only ferved to fpread the alarm thro* 
every ftate. The king of England, having en* 
tereo upon the war to fupport the intereft of 
France, was now defirous of joining the prince 
of Orange, who had lately married his niece, 
. .. Q Befides, the great reputation gained in 

6 8 * Sicily coft too much monev, and 
* 7^ laftly, the French evacuated Meffina 
at the very time when they were thought oa 
the point of making thcmfelves mafters of the 
ifland. Lewis XIV. .was greatly blamed for 
having, during the courfe of this war, under- 
taken many things which he could not go thro* 
with, and for quittinc; Mef&na, as he had done 
Holland, after a fruitlefs conqueft. 

However, it muft be allowed, that prince is 
very formidable who is no otherwife unfuccccfsful 
than in not being able to keep all hisconquefts. 
He prelTed his enemies in every part of Europe. 
The war in Sicily had not coft him near fo 
much money as it did the Spaniard, who was 
diftrefled and beaten in every place. He likewife 
raifed up new enemies againft the houfe of Au- 
ftria } he fomented the troubles in Hungary, and 
his ambafladors at the Ottoman porte preiled the 
fultan to carry the war into Germany, though 
5 at 
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^ die fame- time comtnon decency would have 
obliged bim to fend fuccours againft tbofe very 
people whom bis politics had called in : for, 
at that time, the Swedes, bis old allies, were 
engaged in an unfuccefsful war, azainft the 
tlcStot of Brandenburg. This ele^or, who 
was father tothefirft king of PruiEa, had begun 
to exalt his country to that degree of reputation 
which has fince received fo confiderable an ad* 
dition. He had j uft then taken Pomerania from 
the Swedes. 

It is remarkable, that during the courfe of this 
war, there were almoft continual conferences 
held for peace; firft at Cologne, upon the fruit- 
leis mediation of the Swedes, and afterwards 
at Nimeguen, by the equally ufelefs interpo- 
fition of the Englifb, whofe mediation was be- 
come almoft as idle a piece of ceremony as the 
arbitration of the pope. At the treajtv of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, Lewis XiV. was a^ually the only 
real arbiter : he made propofals for a peace, 
the ninth of April 1^78, in the midft of his 
vidories^ and ^ve the eneoiy to the tenth of 
May to accept of them. He afterwards al- 
lowedy the ftates ^enersd iix weeks longer, 
upon their a(king it in the moft fubmiffive 
manner. 

He now entirely laid aiide all ambitious 
views upon Holland : that republic had been fo 
lucky, or ikiJful, to appear only as an auxiliary 
in a war which was beeun for its deftrudion ; 
while the empire and Spain, who were at firft 
only auxiliaries, were at length become the 
principal parties. 

The Jung greatly favoured the trade of the 

Dutch 
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Dutch by the conditions which he impofed 
upon them ; he reftored to them the city of 
Maeftricht, and gave the Spaniards fome towns 
to ferve as barriers to the United Provinces j 
as Charleroi, Courtrai, Oudenarde, Ath, Ghen^ 
and Limburg : but he referved Bouchain, 
Conde, Ypres, Valenciennes, Cambrai, Mau- 
beuge. Aire, Saint Omer, Caflel, Charlemont, 
Poperine, Bailleul, &c. which made a great part 
of Flanders. To thefe he added theFrancbe- 
Comte, which bad beenalready twice conauered : 
and thefe two provinces were no despicable 
fruits of this war. 

He demanded nothing more of the empire 
but Friburg or Philipfl>urg, which he left to 
the emperor's choice. He reinAated the two 
brothers, Furftembur^, in thebilhopric of Straf- 
burg, and their family eftate, of which they 
bad been ftript by the emperor, who fiill de- 
tained one of them in prifon. 

He proteded with an high hand his allies the 
Swedes, unhappily joined with him aeaiaft the 
king of Denmark and the eledor of Branden- 
burg. He iniifted that Denmark Ihould give 
up all it had uken from Sweden, lower the I 
toll-duties in the Baltick Sea; that the duke of I 
Holftein fhould be reftored to his dominions; i 
that the eledor of Brandenburg ibould give up i 
Pomerania, which he had lately conouered ; and i 
that every article of the treaty of Weftphalia i 
ibould be again renewed. His will was a law | 
throughout Europe ; the eleAor of Bran* | 
denburg in vain wrote a letter to him, in the | 
moil fubmiffive terms, in which he fliles bim, | 
^ His Lord and Mafter,*' humbly entreating be | 

might , 

2 
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Slight be permitted to keep what he had con* 
queredy with many afllirances of bis zeal and 
future &rvice; but his fubmiffions proired as inef- 
ficacious as his reiiftance, and the conqueror of 
the Swedes was obliged to reftore all he had taken 
(torn them* 

And now the ambaflador of France infifled 
upon taking the upper hand of the electors. 
Brandeburg propofed every kind of modifica- 
cation, in order to fettle a conference with the 
count, afterwards marfbal dTflrades, who was 
ambaflador to the ftates-general i but the king 
would never fuiFcr a per(bn who reprefented him 
to yield to an elector, and the count d*£ilrades 
could not treat. 

Charles V. had put the grandees of Spain 
upon the fame rank with the electors, confe- 
quently the peers of France had preteniions to 
the fame equality. At prcfcnt wc fee that 
things are cnanged in every point, fmce in the 
imperial diets the ambailadors of eledors are 
now held in the fame manner as thofe of 
crowned heads. As to Lorrain, Lewis ofFered 
to reftore the new duke, Charles V. but in- 
fifted upon remaining mafter of Nanci, and all 
thegreat roads. 

Tnefe conditions were impofed with the 
liaughtinefs of a conqueror ; but yet they were 
not fo unreafonable as to drive his enemies to 
^efpair, or oblige them to join together againft 
him, as the only thing left. He at once dic- 
tated to Europe as a mafter, and a<5tcd as a 
politician. 

At the conferences at Nimeguen he found 
means to fow jealoufy among his allies. The 
Dutch were in hafte to fign, in defpite of the 

Vol. VII. E prince 
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^riitcc of Orange, who teCoWtd atalltvents to 
"carry on war, alledmigthat the St>aniaRls'weft 
too weak to affift meiii) fhoald they ttfixk to 
fign. 

The Spanhirds, feeing that tihe Datth faaA 
accepted of terms of .peace, followed their ex- 
ample ; ^Hedging th^ the empire did not feem 
'hearty in the common caufe. 

In the hft plaee, the Qermam, abandoned 
l)y Spain and Holland, figned after all the othen^ 
ceeding Friburg to the king, and confirming 
the treaties of Weftphalra. 

There was no alteration made in Che con- 
ditions prefcribed by Lewis XIV. The lencmy 
in vain aiFe&ed to make fome extravagant pro- 
pofals, in order to difguife their own weaknefs. 
He gave hnvs and p^ace to ail Europe. Hie 
duke of Lorrain was the only one who refiifisd 
to accede to a treatv which appeared to him 
in fo oppreffive a light. He chofe rather to be 
a prince, and wander through the empire, than 
to be a fovereign without power Or honours in 
his own dominions; and waited in expedation, 
Vhen time and his own courage Should bring 
about a favourable reverfe of fortune. 

During the conferences at Nimegoen, and 
four days after that the plenipotentiaries of 
France and Holland had figned the treaty of 
peace, the prince of Orange (hewed how dan- 

Brous an enemy Lewis XIV. had in him. 
arfhal Luxembourg, who was then bdieging 
Mons, had lately received an account of the 
conclufion of the peace } upon which he lay 
lulled in full fecurity in the village of St. Denis, 
and dined that day with the mtendant of the 
army. The prince of Orange, with his whole 

army, 
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araif, attacks themarfhal's quarters; and forocp 
them: a long and bloody eog^gqneat^nraes^ 
from which the prince had the greateft reaibp 
to exped the m(kl Jignal vidory ; for be nqt 
only gave the attack, which is a great advantage, 
'but he attacked an army which depended upofi 
the faith of tceaiies, and grew remiis in their 
.military ngpur. Marfhd Luxembourg coul|l 
with great difficulty refift the fury of this atr- 
tack ; and if the advantage lay on any fide, .4c 
was with the prince of Oi:anee, whoie foot re- 
mained mafter of the field of battle where th«y 
had fought. 

Did ambitious men pay any regard to the 
lives of their fellow creatures, the prince ^f 
'Orange would not have fought this battle. He 
certainly knew that the peace was already figned, 
or on the point of being fo : he knew that this 
peace would prove advantageous to his country, 
and yet he hazarded his own life, and that of 
thoufimds of men beikles, as the firft fruits of ,a 
.general peace, which was then fo £ir advanced, 
that had he even beat the French army, jt 
would have made no akerarion in the congreft. 
This aft, as inhuman 2S it was glorious, and 
which at that time was more deemed than 
blamed, did not produce one fingle additional x 
article in the ti^eaty ; and the lives of two thou* 
land French, and as many of the enemy, were 
thrown away to no end. By this peace we nuiy 
fee how nuich projefts are contradifted by 
events. Holland, againft whom alone the war 
was undertaken, and wbofe deftru£Hon feemed 
inevitable, loft nothing at all ; on the contrary, 
file gained a barrier, while every other crowned 
£ 2 head 
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head who had preferved it from deftru£Uon, loft 
by it. 

The king was now at the height of his great- 
nefe. He had been viftorious ever fince he 
came to the crown s never had beiieged ^ny 
place without taking it ; was fuperior in all 
things to thofe in league againft him i the ter- 
ror of Europe for fix years together ^ and at 
length its arbiter and peace-maker : he added 
to his eftatesthe Franche-Comte, Dunkirk, and 
one half of Flanders ; and, what he ftill ought 
to look upon as one of the ereateft bleilings, 
he was king over a happy kingdom, now become 
the model to all other nations. 

Some time afterwards, (in 1680) the town- 
houfe of Paris folemnly bellowed upon him the 
epithet of Great, and ordered this title alone 
to be placed upon all public monuments. Se« 
veral medals had been ftruck as early as the 
.year 1673, with this furname on them; and 
Europe, though jealous of his glory, did not 
cry out againft thefe honours. Neverthe- 
lefs, the name of Lewis XIV. has prevailed 
among the public more than that of Great. 
Cuftom governs all things. Henry* who had 
the furname of Great conferred on him after 
his death with fo much juftice, is commonly 
called Henry IV. and that name alone is fuffici- 
ently expreflive. The prince of Conde is always 
called the Great Cond6, not only on account 
of his heroic deeds, but from a lucky facility of 
diftinguiftiing him by that means from the other 
princes of Conde. Had be been called Conde 
the Great, that title would never have remained 
with him. We fay the Great Comeille, to 

di- 
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difiingiuih him from bis brother. We do not 
fiiy the Great Virgil, the Great Horace, or the 
Great Taflb. Alexander the Great in jyyw 
onljr known by the (imple name of Alexander. 
Charles V. whofe fucceJIes were more dazzling 
than thofe of Lewis XIV. had never the fur- 
same of Great. It continues to be given to 
Chariemagne, only as a proper name *. Titles 
are of no ufe to pofterity ; the name of a man 
who has done great things, imprefles more ref- 
pe£l than the moft founding epithet. 

CHAP. 



* This if a iknogt medley of compariionfy without any 
propriety of diftiodioo | and one of the remarks i», we 
ap pf sh ep d, not loviided upon reaKcy : that, for example, 
which relates to Alexander, who is oniverfaUy known by 
tiie name of Alexander the Great : the fame epithet is con- 
ftantly beftowed upon Pompey, the ri^al of Julios Csfar. 
Bot whatever Mr. de Voltaire may think of the iropoFtaoco 
of his own nation in general, and of thofe cbaraders in 
particiUar, which his nation has hoooorcd with the ap- 
pellation of Great, the confent of the French nation alone 
is not fofficient to eftablilb this epithet. Alexander deferred 
the name of Great, in the opinion of all the enlightened 
nations then in heing. Pompey was fimamed Great, by 
the ondoobted metropolis of the world. Both the one and 
the other had performed foch cx|Mtt n entitled them' to 
that glorioos addition. They had fobdoed the moft for* 
midable powers of Afia, and filled all the world with afto« 
niihment at the brilliancy of their Wdories. Henry IV. 
of France had ne^er extended his fiiccefs beyond his own 
dominions. His grand-fon, Lewis XIV. had over*nta 
Franche^Comte and FUnders, when they were both de- 
fcncelcTs : but he was not able to complete the cooqoeft of 
Holland, even thoogh he was at the gates of Amfterdam, 
and the Dutch had not an army to oppofe his career. In 
the feqnel, though his generah obuincd fome ▼iderics over 
the prince of Orange, they nerer ftnicfc foch a dedfive ftroke, 
bat that he was always able to keep (hen at bay, and t» 
E J give 
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CHAP. CLXXVII. 

The taking of Str asburg ; the bombarding 
of Algiers; the fubtniffion of the Gr- 
K0E8E; the embafly from the emperor of 
SiAM ; the pope, braved in Romr; and the 
fucceiSon to the Electorate of Colognr 
dirputed* 

THE general peace proved no reftralnt 
upon Lewis's ambition. The empire, 
Spain, and Holland, dilbanded their extraordi- 
168 ^^^ troops, but he ftilTkepthis in pav* 
Pit ace was to him a time of conquem •• 



gi«« thtm battle \h fhc weelft after tfvrf defeat. Hor 
oould they, witli all their cflbrtii ever make anctfier coa- 
qaeftoo tlM terrltorief of the Amm general. In fte war 
that fuooeeded the death of kkif WUUam« Lewis had the 
fttertiAcatioii to fee his fumame ef Great melted down aa 
Mitwere, inaftriesordelMiu and Mdttn^ ontUhawas 
at length oMiged to ftio for peace of ttiofeterf ftatee which 
ha had treasid with fiMfr iniblBAee tii Ma pfmjpenty. now 
* wae if poAblo thaf a pifwia ao«M mate the e|Mat of 
Cftaty te tha mUm of 1M>jeaa who UmA- fbMhfelTea fa- 
doced tomiferjrhjrhitamMtloii ^ who ihw thac aMMciett 
bMM, and- that Maliiid aMiweh finhing aoder dMcmptr, 
and ovarwhehned with difgraca^ Befldea, the perfnuri chv- 
raaer of Lewit, was a^dsaiff defleicnt in that emwpfttof 
covraga aad irtcwpWIty, which are Mckoned' ly aB tha 
world eAntial logrcdiefKs.lii the conMtatioB of a hem. 

a White tM» flieet was at prefii» there fei iato tha hands 
or the editors, a campilatlan eiiiltled» hftmoitaef madama 
da Maiofeaon. In tha thirtf aalame of which wari^ at tha 
twnifr-thiKd page, ai« tha fcMowteg words t ^Thamiiott 
of the coorcv of Meta and leaaaaoii,** wMch made ae at Mk 
thifik that thefi was a eoiart at B e i h w c ott anitad to Aat of 
Meta. Vpan thle wa eaidteissd frvarai authors, hot §mMi 
ay aawi tf BraBsav iqipalate^ 
km 
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He was even fe fccure of bU power at tbac 
time^ that he efiabliAcd courts of jurifilidioarn 
Meota and firilac, for anae3ung to the cnwra 
all the territories which were formerly depeo* 
dient upon Alface or the three bifliopricsf but 
whjcb had {torn tiAe immemorial been in the 
bands of other mafters. Several fovereign prin- 
ces of the empire, theeledor palatine^ the king 
of Spain bimlelf, who had (Several bailiwicks in 
thefe countries, and the king of Sweden as 
duke of Deux Fonts, were fummoned before 
thefe courts, to do homage to* the king of 
France, under pain of having their pofieffions 
forfeited. He was the only prince iince the 
time of Chajrkniagne who had aded thus like 
the lord and judge of crotwned heads, and con* 
quered countries by judicial decrees. 

The cleAoc paktioe^ and the deAor of 
Triers, were diipoflfefied of the lordfiiips o£ 
Falkembur^, Germarflieam, Veldentz, &c. 
They carried their complaints before the diet 
of the empire, afiembled at R^tiAxm, but in 
vain ', for that aflemblv contented itiCelf with 
entering proiefts againlt ihefo proceedings. 

The king did not think it fuftcient to be 
thus mafter of ten free cities of Alface, by th^ 
fame titles which the emperors formerly had : 
no one even dared to mention liberty in any of 
thofe citiei. Straiburg yet remained a great 
and opulent city, and miftreis of the Rhine, by 

for deciding tb« territories properly belonglns to Frtnce | 
and that in the year 1620, there were only the council of 
Brtfac and Metz, whoCe buflneft it was to annex to the 
crown of France the territories which bad been diffloembered 
from Alface and the three biflioprlci* 

£ 4 meano^ 
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means of the bridge which it bad upon that 
river; of itfelf a powerful republic, and famous 
for its arfcnal, which contained nine hundred 
pieces of cannon. 

Louvois had for a long time formed a defign 
of putting this city into his mafter*s hands. He 
bad already prepared the way by bribery, in- 
trigues, and menaces. The magiftratcs were 
feduced, and the people were ftruck with con- 
fternation, at feeing their ramparts on a fuddeo 
furrounded by twenty thoufand French ; their 
forts, by which thev were guarded on the fide 
of the Rhine, attaclced and taken in an inftant ; 
Louvois at their gates, and their bureomafters 
tallcingof furrendering, which Louvois 
A« °* accepted, and took puffcflxon of the 

*^^* town. Vauban has fincc fortified it 
in fuch a manner, that it has become the 
ftrongeft barrier of France. 

The king kept no better meafures with 
Spain : he claimed the town of Aloft, in the 
Netherlands, together with its whole bailiwicic, 
which, as was pretended, bis minifters had for- 
got to infert in the articles of peace ; and upon 
the Spanidi court making; fome hefitation in 
^Q complying with his demand, he ordered 
'^** the city of Luxemburgh to be bloc- 
kaded. 

At the fame time he purchafed the city of 
Cafal, of the petty duke of Mantua, who 
would have fold all his dominions to fupply 
his pleafures. 

Europe began to be alarmed a-frefli, at feeing 
a power which thus extended itfelf on all fides, 
and had acquired in the midft of peace more 
than ten preceding monarchs of France had 

gained 
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g lined by all their wars. The emperor, the 
atcbj and even the Swedes themfelves, finding 
great reafon to be difpleafed with Lewis's pro- 
ceedines, entered into a treaty of aflbciatton. 
The £nglifli threw out fome threats, the Spa- 
niards refolved upon a war, and the prince of 
Orange left no ftone unturned to blow up the 
Hame ; but no power as yet dared to ftrike the 
firft blow*. 

TTie king, who was feared every where^ 
fought only how to make himfeif more formi- 
dable. He encreafed the power of his marine 
beyond the moft fanguine hopes of his fuhjcSts, 
or the livelieft appreheniions of his enemies. 
He had flxty thouiand failors in pay -, and this 
rude body of men were kept to their duty, by 
laws as fevere as thofe obferved with refbeS to 
the miliury forces. The Englilh and Dutch, 
on the contrary, though fuch powerful maritime 
nations, had neither To many feamen, nor fuch 

^ Same pretend tlut it was on thU occafion that the 
prince of Giraii^ publicly expreflcd himfeif in tbefe terms : 
** If I cannot have bis friendOilpy I will at leafl dcferve 
Im efteem.** This faying has been preferved by fereral 
periboa j and the abb^ Choifi places U about the year 
167a. It is worthy of fome attention, as it fecott a di* 
ftant hint of the confederacies which William aftcrwarda 
formed agatail Lewis XIV. But it Is a miilake to fay that 
it was at the peace of Nime^uen, that the prince of Orange 
fpoke thefe words $ and it is a HM groflb' error to fup« 
pofe that Lewis XIV. wrote to that prince in tbeie terms s 
** Yooalkme for my frien~(hipy 1 will grant it you when 
yoo are deferring of it.** This is the language of a lord 
to his TalTftl, and fuch inralting expreffions are never made 
ofe of by one prince in treaty with another. This letter 
isfonnd no where but in Main tenon's memoirs ; and we are 
informed that this compilation is greatly cenfured for the 
' of iilfities it coou:ns. 

£ 5 good 
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good regixTttions. Several companies of euiM 
and marine guards were formed, andftatioiied in 
the frontier^towns aftd the fea-portit who were 
trained up in all the a^ts requifice to their pnH 
feffion, under the care of maftera payed out of 
the pubKc treafury. 

The harbour of Toulon, in the Medtterra* 
ftean, was formed at an immenfeeicpence, capable 
of containing an hundred (hips of war, with an 
arfenal and magnificent ftore-^oitfea. The i>ort 
of Breft was likewife .fermed in the wtftcm 
ocean, at an equal expence. Dunkirk and 
Havre-de-Grace were filled with {hipping, and 
nature herfelf was forced at Rochfort. 

At length Lewis had above an hundred fliipa 
of the line, of which fereral mounted an hnn* 
dred guns, and others more* Thefe were not 
fuffered to lie idle in port* His fquadroot 
under the command of DuChieOie cleared the 
feas of the Algerine and Tripoline pirates 
Which infe£ted tnem, and punifhed Algiers br 
the help of a new art ; the difcorery or whicn 
' was owing to the care he took to encourage 
all kinds of genius in bis reien. This fatal but 
admirable art is that of twmb-ireflcls, with 
which fea-port towns may be reduced to aflies. 
There was a young man named Bernard Re« 
naud, better known by the name of Little Re* 
naud, who by mere ftreneth of genius, became 
an excellent mariner, without ever having ferved 
on board a (hip. Colbert, who found out merit 
wherever it was hidden, had frequently fent 
for this man to the council of marine, even 
when the king wasorefent : it was in purfuaoct 
of his diligent ob<ervations and inKnidionSf 
that they afterwards fell upon a more unifcim 

a and 
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and eafy OMthod of butlding fliips* Reiuutd 
had the faoUnefi to propofe in council to bom- 
burd Almn with a fleet of ihips. Every one 
prefent ftarted at the piopofid^ not having the 
kaft concepcioii that a mortar could be fired anjf 
where but on a fidid ground : in ihort, he un« 
derwent all theraillerv and contradidion which 
erery one mnft expeo; ^riio offers a new in- 
vention ; but his finnneisy and that eloquence 
which naturally accon^ianies Aok who are 
forcibly ftnick with their own invention^ pre* 
vailed upon the king to permit a trial of dits 
new projed. 

Renaud then caulcd five veflels to be built 
of a Icfler fize than commony but mudi ftrongcr^ 
without any upper decks^ and only a platform 
or falfe deck <m the keel^ in which hollow 
fpaces were formed for receiving the mortars 
as in beds. Thus equipped, he iet fail under 
the command of old Du Queihe» who had the 
charge of this expedition, from which he ex- 
pe£bd little fucceft : but the effcA of the bombs 
filled both the admiral and the Algerines with 
furprize, one half of the town being pre- 
fently beaten down and laid in aihes. q^ g 
However, this art being iboncommu- ,50^ 
nicated to other nations, fierved only 
to multiply the calamities of hunun kind, and 
proved more than once fatal to France, where 
it was invented. 

This improvement in the marine within a 
few years, was wholly owing to the care and 
vigilance^^CoIbert. Louvois was continually 
emploveoin fortifying upwards of one hundred 
citadels ; befides building the new ones of Hun- 
ningtn, Sar^^LeWis, the fortreflcsgf Sbarbourg, 
^ E 6 Mont- 
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Mont-royal, &c. and while the kingdom waf 
acquiring this exterior ftrength, the arts flou- 
jrifhed within^ and pleafure and abundance 
reigned every where. Strangers came in crouds 
to admire the court of Lewis XIV. whofe name 
was carried to the moft diftant nations of the 
earth. 

His glory and fuccefs received a farther ad- 
dition, from the weaknefs of moft of the other 
crowned heads in Europe, and the miferable 
ftate of their people. The emperor Leopold 
was at that time in fear of the rebellious Hun- 
garians, and efpecially of the Turks, whom they 
had called in to their affiftaace, and were pre- 
paring to invade Germany. Lewis thought it 
politic to perfecute the proteftants of his own 
kingdom, in ordir to prevent them from being 
able to give him any difturbance; but he un- 
derhand protected the proteftants and rebels in 
Hungary, becaufe they might be of fervice to 
him. His amhafladors at the Turkifti court 
had importuned the fultan to fit out an arma« 
ment before the peace of Nimeguen. The dr* 
van by an unaccountable Angularity has almoft 
always waited till the emperor was at peace 
to break with him. The war in Hungary was 
not begun till the year 1682, and the enfuing 
year, the Turkifti army of tw6 hundred tbou- 
fand men, reinforced by feveral bodies of Hun- 
garian troops, meeting with no fortified towns, 
fuch as there are in France, nor any regular 
army to oppofe its progrefs, advanced to the 
very gates of Vienna, after laying all wafte in 
its march. 

The emperor Leopold, at the approach of 
the Turks, quitted Vienna with the utmoft pre- 

ci- 
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dpitatiotiy and retired to Lentz ; and when he 
heard that they had invefted his capital; he only* 
retired at a ftill greater diftance, to Pailau, leav- 
ing the duke of Lorrain at the head of an in- 
confiderable army, which had already been at- 
tacked by the Turks in their march, to defend 
the empire as well as he could. 

No one made the leaft doubt but that the 
grand vizir^ Cara Muftapha, who commanded 
the Ottoman army, would fbon be mafter of 
Vienna, a badly fortified city, abandoned by its 
fovereign, and defended only by a garrifon of 
ten thoufand effective men, though called fix- 
teen thoufand. In fhort, a dreadful revolution 
was every moment expeded. 

Lewis* XIV. had the greateft reafon to 
cxped that Germany, thus diftrefied by the 
Turks, and having no refource but in a chief, 
whofe flight had encreafed the general terror, 
would foon be reduced to fly to the protediion 
of Fr^ce. He had an army on the borders of 
the empire ready to defend it againft thofe very 
Turks which he had brought thither by his 
former negociations. By thiai means he hoped 
to become protestor of the empire, and to make 
his fon king of the Romans. 

At firft, when the Turks threatened Auftria 
with an invafion, he added generofity to his 
political views; not that he fent fuccours a 
fecond time to the emperor, but he declared 
that he would not attack the Low Countries ; 
but would leave the Auftrian-Spanifh branch 
at liberty to aflift that of Germany, which was 
on the point of being overwhelmed. All that 
he afked rn return for lying quiet was, to be 
fatisfied with refpedt to fome difputable. points 

in 
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in the treaty of Ntm^uen, and cbtefljr rdatiag 
to the bailiwick of Aloft, which had fay niftake 
been omitted in the trea^. He aftoalhr ordered 
tiie blockade of Luxemburg to be raiftd in 1 682^ 
without waiting to be fatisficd^ and abftained 
from all hoftilities for one whole year. But 
he did not obferve the fame generofitr after* 
wardi, during the fiege of Vienna* The Spa* 
nifli council, inftead of Ibothing, inccnfed hin 1 
and he renewed hoftilitiet in the Netherlands, at 
tihe very time that Vienna wai on the point of 
fcUing into the hands of the Turks : thb waa 
m the beginning of September ; but, contrary 
to all expedatbn, Vienna was relieved* The 
prefumption, eiFeminacy, ignorance, and flodi* 
fiilnefsof the grand vizir, together with his 
brutal contempt for the Chriftians, proved bis 
ruin. Nothine lefs than fuch a combinatioo 
of faults could have pneferved the capital of the 
empire. John Sobiefki, king of Poland, had 
time to march to iu relief; and having joined 
the duke of Lorrain, he prefented himiiuf be* 
c^n*- I') fore the Ottoman army, who fled at 
1682 •**• *'* appearance- The emperor 
3 returned to his capital, grieved and 
aftonilhed at having quitted it* He entered 
juft as his deliverer was coming out of the 
high church, where they had been finginr 
Te Deum, and the preacher had taken diete 
words for his text : ** There was a man fent 
from God, and his name was John." You may 
have already obfervcd that the fame worda were 
applied hj pope Pius V. to Don Jdin of Au- 
ftria after the vidory of Lepanto. You know 
that what at firft a^ipears new is frequently no 
other than aiepetition* The emperor Leopold 
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WW at once triumphant and btmbldl. The 
French king having no longer any meafures to 
keep, bombarded Luxcmbiuj^, and fetzed upoQ 
Comtrai and Dixmude^ in Flanders : he then 
made bimfelf mafter of Triers, and demolilhed 
its fortifications ; and all this, as he bid, to ful* 
fil the fpirit of the treaties of Nime^en. The 
Imperiatifts and Spaniards entered into a ne* 
gociation with him at Ratiibon, while he was 
taking their towns ; and the treaty of Nime- 
ftuen, which had been infringed, was changed 
into a truce for twenty years, by which the 
king was left in poflS^ffion of the city of Lux- 
emburg, and its principality, which he had 
lately conquered. 

Lewis was ftill more formidable on the coaft 
of Barbary, where, till his time, the French had 
been known only by fome of their nation, which 
fell into the hands of the barbarians, and were 
made (laves. 

The inhabitants of Aiders, after their city 
had been twice bombarded, fcnt deputies to 
make their fubmifion, and demand pqice. 
They delivered up all theChriftian captives in 
their poflfcffion, befides paying a confiderable 
fum of money, which is the greateft punifli- 
ment that can be inflided on a cor&ir. 

Tunis and Tripoli made the like fubmiffions } 
and here it may not be impertinent to relate 
the following anecdote. One Damfreville, a 
captain of a French (hip of war, being come to 
JUgiers to releafe all the Chriftian captives 
there, in the FreNbji king's name, found feveral 
£ngli(hmen among them, who» after they were 
on hg»rdj iniifted to Damfreville that it was on 
the king of England's account that they had 

been 
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been fet at liberty $ upon which the French cap* 
tain fent for the Algerine officers, ^nd puttins; 
the Englifh into their hands again, ** Theie 
people, faid he, pretend that they are releafed 
wholly in their own king's name ; mine there- 
fore will not take the liberty of offering them 
his prote£lion : I therefore deliver them up to 
you again; it now remains with you to fhew 
what vou owe the king of England." The 
Englim were carried back to their former fla«> 
very : this anecdote may ferve to fliew the pride 
of the Englifli, the weaknefs of Charles Ild'l 
adminiftration, and the refpcdi which all na- 
tions had for Lewis XIV. . 

This refpedt was fo general, that new ho- 
nours were granted to his ambaflador at the 
Ottoman porte, the fame as to the fopha's, at 
the very time that he was humbling the people 
of fiarbary, who are immediately under the 
proteAion of the erand fignor. 

The republic of Genoa humbled itfclf before 
him ftill more than that of Algiers. The Ge* 
noefe bad fold powder and bombs to the AU 
gerines ; they were likewife building four gal- 
lies for the fervice of the king of Spain. The 
king fent St. Olon, one of his gentlemen in or- 
dinary, in charadler of envoy, to forbid their 
launching thofe galleys, threatening them with 
inftant punifhment if they did not comply 
vith his will. The Genoefe, incenfed at this 
attempt upon their liberties, and reckoning too 
much upon the affiftance of Spain, refufed to 

frive the king any fatisfa^ion. Immediately 
burtcen large (hips, twelve galleys, fix bomb 
vcfl'cls, and feveral frigates, let fail from the 
port of Toulon^ having on board the aew fc- 

cretary 
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cretary of the marine, Seignelai, fon to the fa- 
mous Colbert*, who had procured him this 

employ 

* John Baptift Colbert, marquis de Seignelai and Cha« 
teauneuf fur-pher, baron de Sceaux, de Lenieres, d^OrmoSn 
minifter and fecretary of ftate^ commander and high trea- 
furer of the king's order$> comptroller general of the linan- 
ceSy fbperintendant of the buildings^ arts, and manufac- 
tures of France, may be juftly ftiled the ableft and beft mi- 
nifler that any kingdom in Europe ever produced. He was 
bom at Paris, the fon of Nicholas Colbert, lord of Vanr. 
dieres» and counfellor of ftate : but he defcended from th« 
Scotch family of Cuthbert, a branch of which fettled in 
Champagne in the thirteenth century, as appears by th« 
tomb of Richard Colbert, at the Cordeliers in Rheims, hav- 
ing this infcrtption engraved In Gothic Letters t Cj git it 
fmut chevaliir RieUrd Ceilert, dit ly Ecofw^ kif*%* Z)CO..* • 
frini fur tdmi di fy» In the middle of the ftone is i fcut- 
cheon with the knight*s arms, being a wreathed fnakft Uk 
pale I and under it the following diftich 1 

£h JSccJefeus h Serctstt, 

Et Rbeimi m's donni U TmleM, 

Colbert the minifter attached himfelf to cardinal Mazarin^ 
who favoured him with his confidence, and recommended 
him to the king as a man of unfliaken fidelity, indefati« 
gable application, and extenfive capacity. After the car- 
dinaPs death, Lewis appointed Colbert comptroller-general 
of the finances, which were in terrible diforder ; and he had 
ill thereafonin the world to be pleafed with this difpofl- 
tion. To Colbert alone, all the glory which Lewis acquired 
by his external wars, and internal adminiftration, may be 
jofty attributed, Colbert improved and eAablifhed the 
finances in fuch a manner, as enabled the king to maintain 
'armies that all Europe could not oppofe. Colbert intro« 
duced and fupported manufactures, extended and proteAe4 
commerce, and raifed the marine of France to a moit 
formidable pitch of power. He advanced the liberal arts, 
by inftituting academies, induftrioufiy fearching after and 
rewarding merit ; inviting artlfts from all parts of Europe* 
and gratifying them with penfions adequate to their defert, 
He opened a communication between the two feas, by 

coin* 
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employ before hij death* Tbii young nua 
was fbll of ambition^ couragei^ wit, and vivacitv, 
and wanted to be 'at once the fotdier and tne 
minifter; he was greedy of honour, ardent in 
all his undertakings^ and knew how to blend 
pleafures withbufineft, without impeding either. 
Old Du (Xicfjie had the command of ne large 
ibips, and the duke of MorpuoM of tbe'galleya ; 
but they were both depencfents on the (ecietary 
of ftate. The fleet arrives before Genoa, and 
HfoM.k ,m ^^^ ^^^ bomb veilels thcow fourteen 

^ which a part of thofe noble marble 
buildings, from whence Genoa had its name 
of Superb, were reduced to aflies* Four thou- 
fand men were then landed from the fleet« wba 
advanced to the gatet of the city, and burnt the 
ioburb of St. Pietro d'Arena* The inbabiuntt 
now found it neceflary to fubmit, in order to 
avoid total ruin. The king infifted that the 
doge and four of the principal fenators of Ge- 
noa, (bottld repair to hia palace of Verfailtea» 
tfiere to implore his clemency i and left the 
Genoefe flbould elude the required {atisfaAiont 
and diminish any thii^ from bis glory on tbU 
•ccafion, he farther infifted that the dtjgt IhouM 
be continued in his ofBce, notwithibnding • 
perpetual law in Genoa, by which any iog^ 
who is abCent but a moment from the city ia 
deprived ol his dignity. 



complMiins tbs eanat of Langnedoe. ffo fcrmsd aii4 for- 
ifAad bsrbours { batlt doeki and srfcmli : in t word, thcrs 
wsf not ft rvmarlublv work, either of mtgniflconco or vti* 
Htr in franco, that did not owe Its orlgia to Colkoft» 
w^tom wo would propoCp m the perfeA modil of a oii« 
nUler. 

Im- 
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MXBftnskioMAtesoro'^.iDgp of GenoBf. pu^ ^^ 
aoconroanfod liy the fciiafiwi Lomr-- vAi^c 
Ikio, Uarebaidi, Durazso, and Sal^ ^ 

ifQgo, nepaircd to Vcrfiulles to perform all Aat 
the king demanded of tkem. The dogr dmft^ 
in his robc9 of ftate, with a red velvet cap on his. 
head, which he frequendy took off while he 
fpofce, made his fubmiffioii ; the words and gef- 
tares he ufed on this occafioa were all didated 
1^ Se^dai. The king gave him audience 
mtmg, and covered ; but, as in every adion of 
Us life he always joined politenefi with dignity, 
he behaved towards Ldb»o and the fenators 
wkb as much goodneft as pomp. His minifters^ 
Louvois, Cro^ and SeigneJai , treated them 
nKMne haughtily, which made die doge fay, 
** The king deprives oar hearts of liberty, hj 
the manner in which he receives us ; but his 
niniflers reftore it to us again." This doge 
was a man of great wit »id underftanding. 
Every one knows the anfwer he made to the 
nvuiquis of Seinielai, when he aflced him what 
he thought meft remavkaUe at V erfinlks i «« Ta 
fee myfelf diere," replied he. 

The great fondnefi which Lewis XIV. had 
for pomp and fliew, was ftill more gratified by 
an eniboAy which he received from Sftam, a 
coontry which, tilt that time, had never heard 
of fueh a kingdom as Franee. It happened by 
one of tbofe extyaordinuy events which prove 
the (vperiority of the Europeans over all other 
nations, that a Greek, named Phalk Conftance^ 
the fen of a tavern-keeper at Cepbalonta, was 
made barcalen, thait is prime-minifter, or grand* 
vizir of the kingdom of Siam. This man, de* 
fifous of ftrengthening and encreaiing his au- 
thority. 
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thority, wanted for that purpofe to call in ibme 
foreign afliftance, but did not dare to truft ei«- 
ther the Dutch or the Engliih, who are dan* 
gerous neighbours in the Indies. The French 
had lately fettled fome fadories on the coaft of 
Coromandel, and had brought the fame of their 
monarch with them into that extreme part of 
Afia* Conftance thought Lewis XIV. a pro- 
per perfon to be flattered by a homage which 
came from fo diftant a place, and fo little ex* 
peded. Religion, which is the mafter-Zprine 
of worldly politics from Siam to Paris, proved 
fubfervient to his defign ; accordingly be fent a 
I 68a ^^'^"^'^ embailys and magnificent pre* 
^ fents^ in the name of the king of Siam, 
his mafter^ to Lewit XIV. to acauaint him, 
that the Indian monarch, charmed with his 
fame, was refolved to enter into a treaty of 
commerce with no other nation than the French, 
and that he had even fome thoughts of becom- 
log a Chriftian. The king thus flattered in bis 
greatnefs, and deceived on the fide of religion^ 
engaged to fend the king of Siam two ambafla- 
dors and fix Jefuits, to whom he afterwarda 
added fome officers and eight hundred foMiers. 
But the pomp of this cmMflTy was all the fruit 
it produced. Conftance, four years afterwards, 
fell the ylSdm of bis own ambition* The few 
French who remained with him were partly 
maflacred, and the reft obliged to fly; and htt 
widow, after having been on the point of be-* 
coming queen, was, by the kin^ of Siam's fuc« 
cefibr, condemned to ferve in his kitchen as a 
cook, an employment which fuited with her 
birth. 

That 
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TJrat thirft of glory Which led Lewis XIV. 
to diftinguifli himfelf in every thing from -other 
kings, (hewed itfclf agam in the haughty man- 
ner with which he afFe£led to treat the court of 
Rome. Odefcalchi, the fon of a hanker of Mi- 
lan, was at that time in the papal chair, by the 
name of Innocent XI. He was a virtuous man, 
a prudent pontiff, a middling divine, and a cou- 
rageous, refolute, and magnificent prince. He 
af&fted the empire and the Poles againft the 
Turks with his money, and the Venetians with 
his galleys. He blamed the conduct of Lewis 
XIV: in the fcvereft terms, who had joined 
with the Turks againft the Chriftians. It was 
furprifmg to fee a pope thus warmly efpoufing 
the caufe of the einperors, who ftile themfelves 
•king of the Romans, and would, if they could, 
efiabli(h the feat of their empire in Rome ', but 
Odefcalchi was born under the Auftrian domi- 
nion, and had even made two campaigns in the 
umy of Milan. All men are governed by habit 
and humour : his pride was hurt by the haugh- 
tinefs of Lewis, who on his fide did every thing > 
to mortify him that a king of France can do to 
a pope, without abfolutely feparating from his 
-communion. An abufe had prevailed for along 
time in Rome, which was the more difficult to 
be eradicated, as it was founded on a point of 
honour upon which the catholics piqued them- 
felves. Their ambafTadors at Rome extended 
the right of franchife and afylum belonging to 
their palaces to a great diftance, under the ge- 
neral name of quarters. Thefe privileges, which 
were ftri£Uy ^maintained, made one half of 
Rome an afylum for all kinds of villainy. By 
another abuft, whatever was brought into Rome 
-^ under 
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under die ambaflSRlcir'g name, was free kom all 
•duty. By this means tnKle fuffesed, and the 
ilate was impoveriiked. 

At length pope Innocent XI. pieviailed on 
J!he emperor, the kinge of Spain and P6lan4> 
4ind on the new Jung of England, Janes H. 
who was a cathoUc, to. give up thdEe odious pri* 
-vileges. The minck) Ranucci.propofed toXirwJi 
to concur with thefe priaoes in xeftoring tkc 
ipeace and good order of Rrnnei fantLesria, 
'Who in his heart hated the pope, returned for 
anfwer, ^ That be never r^ulated his coo- 
dud by the example of others, who rather oudit 
iiimielf to terift as an example for them/' He 
then fent the marquis of Lavardin on an cm* 
bafly to Rome, purpofely to inlult the pope. 
^%r^^^^v^^ Xavardin accordingly makes bis ea- 

isSr try into that dty m Ipite of the 
' pope's prohibition, and «£cortfid by 
.lour hundred of the marine guanis, the fiuae 
number of volunteer oflkers, and two huariind 
men in livery, all armed. He immediaielf 
'went^ and took pofleffion of bis palace, the^quar- 
ters thereunto beloa^ng, and the church of 
Su Lewis, round which be ordered centinels feo 
be |daced, and to go the rounds as m a garii- 
is the ' ' 



fon. The pope is the only fovereign to 

fuch an embafly can be fent^ ibrthcfiiperiotiiy 
which he always affeds over crowned beads, 
makes them alws^s defirous of bumbling liim, 
and the weaknefr of bis donunions penmttbcm 
to infult him with impunity. All that Ismo- 
cent XI. could do, was Co attack the nunqnis 
of Lavar^ltn with the worp out weapons of cs- 
communicatioo, weapons whkb are now mm 
little regarded in lUflK;at eUcwbenv bat arbidi 

never* 
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neverthelefs are employed as an antienl ceremo- 
nial, in the fame manner as the pope's foldiets 
carry arms, merely for form's fake. 

Cardinal d'Eftree, a manoffenfe, but|;ene- 
Tally unfortunate in his negociations, was at that 
time refident from the court of France at Rome. 
D'Eftree bein^ obliged to make frequent vifits 
to the marquis of Lavardin, could not after- 
wards be admitted to an audience of the pope 
without receiving abfolution ; he in rain endea- 
voured to evade this ceremony: Innocent per- 
lifted in giving it to him, in order to keep up 
an imaginary power, by the cuftoms on which 
it was founded. 

Lewis, through the fame motives of pride, 
though fecretly fupported by politics, endea- 
voured to make an eleftor of Cologne. Full of 
the icheme of dividing or making war with the 
empire* he thought to confer this ele£U>rate on 
cardinal Fuiftemberg, biihop of Strafbuig, his 
-creature and the yidim of his interefts, and an 
irreconcileable eiiemy to the emperor, who had 
ordered him to be imprifoned in the preceding 
war, as a German who had ibid himfielf to 
France. 

The chapter of Cdogne, like all the other 
chapters of Germany, has a right to nominate 
hs bi!hop, who by that becomes eleftor. The 
perfon who then filled this fee was Ferdinand 
4>f Bavaria, formerly the sdly, and afterwards 
die enemy, of Lewis, as many other princes 
iukl been. He now lay -at the point of death* 
The king, by money, intrigues, and promlfes, 
prevailed on the canons to chufe Furftemberg 
coadjutor ; and after the death of Ferdinand he 
was chofen a fecond tune by a majority of votes. 

By 
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By the Germanic concordat the pope hai a 
nght of conferring the biibopric on the bifliop 
eleA, and the emperor that of confirming him 
in the electorate. The emperor and pope In- 
nocent perfuaded) that to leave Furftembcrg 
in poffcffion of the clcftoral dignity, was the 
fame as if they had given it to Lewis XIV. 
joined together to beftow this principah'ty upon 
young Bavaria, brother to the dcceafed prince. 
Q ft . The king revenged himfclf on the 

i6S8* P^P^ ^^ taking Avignon froii him, 
and made preparations for a war againft 
the emperor. At the fame time he difturbed 
the ele£lor-palatine, on account of the rights of 
the princefs-palatine ^ adame, fecond wife to 
'the duke of Orleans, rights which (he had re- 
nounced by her marriage-articles. The war 
began in Spain, in the year 1 667, on account 
of the claims of Maria Therefa, notwitbftand- 
ing a like renunciation made, plainly proves 
that contrails can only bind private perfons. 

In this manner did the king, in the height of 
his greatnefs, perplex, ftrip, or humble almoft; 
all the princes of Europe, but they in retura 
idmoft all joinefl in league againft him *. 

• NotwithAanding the grttt encomiaint tovidicd vpon 
Lewity by the wriccrt pf th« French nMtlon, w« wUI veiw 
ture to fay,- that whauvcr proofs he exhibited of oiagniA* 
cence and opnlence^ of oftpieflioo and power, he Ihewed 
yrery few of real wKdom and policy ( lor, hy bis rapacity^ 
infolence, and cruelty , be provoked all the ftatet of Zmropm 
to form a confederacy agatoil bim, which ftrtpped him o# 
all bit glory, sad /edoced bto people to iodlgeoc* jod aiU 
fcry. 
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CHAP. CLXXVIII. 

Ring James of England dethroned by his 
Son-in-law William III. and protected 
by Lewb XIV. 

THE prince of Orange, ftill more ambi- 
tious than even Lewis XIV. had con* 
ceived vaft defigns, which might appear chime* 
rical in a ftadtholder of Holland, but which he 
jufttfied by his great abilities and courage. He 
wanted to humble the king of France and de- 
throne the king of England. He found no great 
difficulty in getting the powers of Europe by 
little and little to join with him againft France; 
the emperor, fome princes of the empire, the 
Dutch, and the duke of Lorrain, had ^.o 
at firft entered into a private- league at ^ 
Augfburg, and were foon after joined by Spain 
and the duke of Savoy. The pope, without 
being aSually one of the confederates, fet them 
all at work by his intrigues. The Venetians^ 
without openlv declaring themfelves, favoured 
their defigns in fecret, and all the princes of 
Italy were in their intereft. In the North, Swe- 
den at that time fided with the Imperialifts, and 
Denmark was an ufelefs ally to France. Up- 
wards of five hundred thoufand proteftants^ 
who had been driven out of France by the 
perfecution of Lewis, and had carried with 
them their induftry, and an irreconcilable ha<* 
tred to the French king, were as a new body 
of enemies, who difperfed themfelves through 
all the courts of Europe, and animated the con- 
federate powers, already inclined to war. (We 
Vol. VII.' F (hall 
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ihall fpeak of the flight of thefe people in the 
chapter of religion. ) The king was furroundcd 
by enemies on all fides, and had no friend but 
king James of England. 

James, who fueceeded his brother Charles 
II. was a catholic as well as him ; but Charles 
(did not confent to become a catholic, till to- 
wards the' latter end of his life, and then only 
out of compliance with his miftr^fles and hisbro* 
ther. In fad:, he acknowleged no other reli- 
gion but that of pure deifm. His perfed indif* 
lerence in thofe points which divide mankind in 
their difputations, <faad contributed not a little 
to render his reign peaceable among the Eng- 
lifli. James, on the contrary, attached by ftrong 
perfuafion to the Roman-catholic religion from 
his youth, joined to his belief the fpint of party 
and zeal. Had he been a Mahometan, or of 
the religion of Confucius, the Endtih would 
never have difturbed his reign ; but ne formed a 
defign to eftablilh the Roman-catholic religion 
in his kingdom*, which is looked upon with 

the 

* In Vol. III. of the memoirs of ouuUm de MaincaMO, 
in the fourth chapter, entitled* Of tbt King amd Stmtm of 
England, we meet with an unaceountable jomble ot falfi* 
ticf . It if there faid, that the following qoeftion wai pro* 
pofed by the Civilians : ** Whether the people have » right 
to rebel againft the authority which endeavours to force A 
belief upon them V* Bdt here the' affair was qoite.<lie le- 
verfe ) the Englifli oppofed the lung*s intention of tolerat- 
ing tlie Roman-catholic religion. The point In difpoie 
was, " Whether the king had a power to dtfipialb wkh the 
Uft oath in thofe whom he admitted to employmcati V* 

The fame writer fays, that pope Innocent XI. made the 
prince of Orange a prefent of two hundred thonfand ducats^ 
Co go and root ont the Roman catholls reU|^oftia Bog* 
land. 
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tiie uttnoft horror by thefe republican royalifts, 
as a religion of flavery. It is fometimes a very 
cafy matter to eftablim a religion in a country ; 
Coinftantine, Clovis, Guftavus Vafa, and queen 
Elizabeth, did, without any danger, introduce 
a new religion into their kingdoms by different 
methods, and got it received by the people ; 
but to bring about changes of this kind, there are 
two things abfolutely neceflary, a depth of po. 
I ■ 1 I I ■■ ^ I I 

He likewife affirms in the fame nth manner^ that Inno* 
cent IX. ordered feveral thoufand maflefi to be faid for the 
prince of Orange's faccefsr It is well known that this 
pontiff favowred the league of Augflntrg^ but he never 
aded in a manner fo ridiculous and contrary to what he 
owed to bis dignity. The Spanifh cnvxyy at the ^ague in- 
deed ordered prayers to be publicly fatd in his chape! for the 
fuccefs of the Dutch fleet, of )Vbich monlifeur d* Avaux fent 
advice to hit mailer Lewis. [ ' 

This writer alfo gives us to uiKlerDand; thi( the coast 
d'Avaux corrupted the members of the (Ute ] but he it 
miftaken here again, it was the count d'Eftrade. He is 
likewife wrong in point of time ^ this happened twenty- 
four years before. See Mr. d*£ftrade*i letter to Mr. de 
Lionne, dated Sept. ly, 1665. 

The fame author has the aflurance to quote bifliop Burfiet^ 
vrbom he makes to fay, in exprefling a particubr vice in the 
prince of Orange, that " He was fond only of back-doors * ;** 
now there is not a Angle word in all Bumet*s iiiftory whrclr 
bears the leaft refemblance to fo low an expreflion, and to 
unworthy the pen of an hiftorian ; and though fome com- 
piler of anecdotes may have pretended that bifhop Burnet 
fuffered fo indecent an expreflion to efcape him in conver- 
lacioDy fuch an obfcure teftimony ought not furety to pre- 
. vail againft an authentic hiftory. 

• Though Burnet did not ufe the grofs expreflion' men- 
tioned above, yet ceruin it is, ht infinaated fometliing al- 
moft equivalent, to the |>rgadice of WilUam*s charaider^ 
by recording a fcandalous report that the king was addided 
,to a fecret vice. But, this expreflion is omitted in the Ute 
editioBt of Burners hlftory. 

F 2 litics, 
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littcs, and a lucky concurrence of circumftanoes, 
both of which were wanting to James. 

He could not without indignation refleA^ 
that fo many kings of Europe were defpotic ; 
that thofe of Sweden and Denmark were lately 
become fo> and» in a word, that Poland and 
England were the only kingdoms in the 
world where the liberty of the people fubfifted 
at the fame time with royalty. He was encou- \ 

raeed by Lewis XIV. to render him&lf abfolute 
at nome, and the Jefuitsperfuaded him to reftore 
their religion, and with it their credit ; but he took 
fuch unfortunate mcafures to compa(s this^ that 
at his firft fetting out he turned all hearts againft 
him. He be^an as if he had already obtained 
the end he aimed at : he entertained a nuncio j 

from the pope publicly at his courts with a I 

train of Jefuits and Capuchin friars ; he threw 
feven Engliih bifhops into prifon, whom he 
ought rather to have won over by gentle means; 
deprived the city of London of its privileges, 
inuead of indulging it with new ones; and 
overturned the laws with an high hand, which 
he fliould have fecretly undermined ; in a 
word, he a£led with fo little difcretion, that the 
cardinals at Rome ufed to fay of him by way of 
jeft, ^* That be ought to be excommunicated, 
as a perfon who was going about to deftroy the 
little catholic religion that remained in Eng- 
land/' 

Pope Innocent XL conceived fuch indiilexent 
hopes of James's proje£(s, that he never would | 

grant a cardinal's hat which that prince ibll^ | 

cited for his confefTor father Peters. Tliis Jefuit i 

was a hot-headed intriguing man, who, mad - 
with the ambition of becoming a cardinal and 

primate 
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primate of England, puflied his matter 'on to 
the precipice. The principal perfons of the 
kingdom combined together in fecret to prevent 
the king's defigns, and feot a deputation to the 
prince of Orange. They condu6led their plot 
with fuch prudence and lecrecy, that the court 
was lulled in full fecuricy. 

The prince of Orange fitted out a fleet of 
(hips*, on board of which were to be em- 
barked between fourteen and fifteen thoufand . 
men* This prince, who was only an illuftrious 
private perfon, and had hardly five hundred 
thoufand livres a-year of his own eftate, was 
neverthelefs fo happy in his politics, that h« 
faw him&lf mafter of money, a fleet, and the 
hearts of the flates-|enera]. He was truly a 
king in Holland by nis (kilful condu£l, while 
James loft all re|al power in England by his 
precipitate raflineft. 

It was at firft given out that this armament 
was defigned againft France. The true defti- 
nation was kept a profound fecret, though en- 
trufted with more than twohundred perfons. B?.- 

• The •Qthor of Maintenon*i memoirt afott, that the 
f rince of Orange finding the ftates-general refufied to 
grant him a Aipply, entered the aflembly, and addreflcd thetn 
in this manner : « Gentlemen, there will be a war nexc 
fpiin%, and I deiire that this prediftion may be regiftered.** 
In proof of this he qaotee the count d*Avaux, and faye, 
ehat thtf minlAer faw through the whole defign of the princo 
of Orange. It is hardly poffibie to jumble together falfities 
in a worfe manner. Nine thoufand fatlors were ready af- 
fembled in the year 1687. The count d*Avaux does not 
■Mntion a fyllabte of this pretended fpeech of the prince o£ 
Orangii Nor had he 1I10 kaft fufpicion of that prince.'a 
teal deflgn, till the •otfi Mny, i6SS. See hit letur to the 
kia^of tiuitdate* 

F 3 rillon,. 
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rillon, the French ambafladoratLondoii) a mat 
of pleafure, and more converfant in the in- 
trigues of James's miftrefles, than thofc of Eif- 
rope, was the firft impofed upon. Lewis XIV. 
however was not to be thus deceived ; he (aw 
what Was going forward, and offered his afltf- 
tance to his friend and ally, who, thinking 
himfelf fecui-e, rcjeded that aid which he afitcr- 
Q V, , wards follicited when it was too late, 
1688^^' arid his fon-in-law the^ prince of O- 
rarige's fleet was under fail. He had 
been wanting to himfelf, and he now found 
every thing fail him at once. He in vain wrote 
to the emperor Leopold : that prince returned 
for anfwer,. *' Nothing has befallen you but 
what we had foretold/' He depended upon 
his fleet, but his fhips fufFered thofe of the ene- 
my to pafs them. He noight however have dc- 
funded 'hin)felf by land : he had an army of 
twenty thoufand fiien, and if he had led them 
on without giving them time for reflexion, it 
is probable they would have done their duty ; 
1688 ^"^ inftead of that, he gave themleifure 
to fix their determination. Several of 
his general oflicers abandoned him, and among 
the reft the famous Churchill, who afterwanb 
proved as fatal to Lewis as he had done to 
James, and became fo illuftrious under the 
name of the duke of Marlborough, He was 
the favourite of James, his creature, broclier to 
his miftrefs, and a lieutenant-general in his 
army ; notwithftanding which he left him, and 
went over to the prince gf Orange at his camp. 
James likewife faw himfelf absmdooed by his 
fon-in-law the priiice of Denmark, and even 
by bis own daughter, the princefi Anne. 

And 
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Ajoi now Aiding himielf attadccd and pun- 
Aied by ooe of bis ions-in^law, abandoned bjr 
the otber, deferted by bis own dangbters anid 
bolbm-fncnds, and hated even by tbofe of bis 
faiftEts wbo were of bis own partj, be looked 
upon bir foctnoe as desperate; aiid« witbout 
waiting for tbe iflbe of a batde, lefelved upon 
fligbty. tbe laftrefaufce of a vaaquiihcd prince. 
Ac ki^lh, after being ftopt in bis flight by the 
popnlarTj. ill-treated bjr diem, and cinied bock 
to LoodoOy receiving fttbmiflEvdy tbe oidets of 
the prince of Orange in bb own palace, feeing 
his guard relieved by diat prince's, without the 
leaft refinance, driven from his bouie, and made 
a-prifinerac Rocbcfler,he todc advantage of the 
liberty purpofidy given hini, to qnit hu king- 
dom, Md feck an aiylum in Franoe. 

This was the cpocha of the true Engliih 11- 
berqr* The nation, leprcfented by its parlia- 
ment, fixed the long cootefled limits of tbe 
mpi prerogadve, and the privileges of the 
people s and having preferibed to the prince of 
OlRUige the conditions on which he was to 
leign, chofe bim for their king jointly with his 
wife Mary, the daughter of king Jsunes. From 
that dme this prince was acknowledged by the 
greateft part of Europe as the lawful king of 
England, .by the name of William III. and the 
deliverer of that nadon ; but in France they 
oonfidered bim only as the prince of Orange, 
tbe ufurper of tbe dominions of his father-in- 
law. 

Tbe fiigidve king came with his j 
wife, die daughter of tbe duke of •'^^o^'^* 
Modena, and their (on tbe prince of ' ^ 
Wales, as yet an infant, to implore the protec- 
F 4 tion 
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tion of Lewis XIV. The queen of Endand^ 
who arrived a little time before her bwlNuuly 
was aftoniihed at the fplendour with which the 
French monarch was litrrouadcd, and diat pro* 
ftifion of magnificence which ihe beheld at Ver- 
failles ; and ftill more fo at the reception Ihe 
met with from the king, who went as fiur as 
Chatou to meet her *. ^^ I now do you a ou^ 
lancholy fervice, madam^ (faid he.) I hope, be- 
fore it is long, to render you one more confider- 
able and fortunate/' This was his rery ex- 
preifion. He then condu^d her to the palaoe 
of St. Germain, where (he met with the ^me 
attendance as the queen of France herfelf would 
have had, and was furniihed with every thing 
that minifters to convenience or luxury; ptm» 
ients of all kinds, in gold^ iilver, ptate^ jcweb^ 
and rich ftufFs. 

Among other prefents ihe found a purfe of 
ten tboufand louis d'ors laid on her toilet. 
The fame attention was pai4 to the king hev 
hufband,. who arrived juft one day after Jier^ 
he had fix hundred tboufand franks a-yetf fet- 
tled upon him for the expenccs of his houflioM^ 
befides an infinite number of prefents whidi 
were made him. He had the king's own officers 
and guards. But this noble reception was litde* 
in comparifon of the preparations which were 
made for reftoring him to his throne. Never 
did monarch appear fo grand as Lewis on dua 
occafion, and James iaemed as mean. Thofe 
of the court and city, hj whofe opinions the 
reputations of men are decided, conceived very 

• See Madame de SevigM*s Umtt, ami ths mmoim U 
Madams dc laFayctto* 

little 
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littfe efteem for him. He law nobody bat Je. 
hits. He ali^ted at their cdlege in St. An- 
tluHqr's flreet in Ruis ; he told them that he 
was a Jefiiit as well as themfelves; and, what is 
£11 moie extiaordinaiy, he fiud the truth* He 
had ^ himfelf admitted into diis order with 
ceitaui ceremonies, by four Englifii Jefuits, 
when he was only duke of York. This weak- 
nets of mind in a prince, joined to the manner 
in which he had 1(^ his crown, rendered him 
lb deipicable, that the courtiers diverted them- 
felves every' day widi makine fongs upon him. 
He was dnven from England, and ridiculed in 
France, where no one gave him any credit for 
being a catholic* The archbifhop of Rheims^ 
brother of Louvois the minifter, faid openly in 
bis antichamber at St. Gennain, ^' There's a 
good man, whohas given up three kingdoms for a 
mafi." From Rome he received only indul- 
gences and paiquinades. In a word, dirough- 
out the whole of this revolution, his reUgion 
was of fo little fervjce to him, that when the 
prince of Orange, who was the head of the 
Calvinifts, fet i^ol to go and dethrone his fa- 
ther-in-law, the catholic king's minifler ;it the 
Hague ordered mailes to be laid for the (uccefs 
of his expedition. 

In the midil of the humiliations which befd 
this fugitive prince, and the immenfe liberality 
of Lewis XIV. towards him, it was a fpedacle 
worthy of attention, to fee James touching fojt 
the king's evil in the little convent of the £ng- 
li(h nuns ; whether that the kings of England 
have arrogated this lingular privilege to diem- 
ielves, as pretenders to the crown of France, 
¥5 or 
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or that this ceremony has been eftabliflied among 
them fmce the time of the firft Edward. 

The kinfl; foon fent him over to Ireland^ 
where the Roman-catholics ftill formed a veiy 
confiderable paity i a fquadron of thirteen (hips 
of the firft rate lay in Breft-road, ready to cariy 
him over. All the officers, courtiers, and even 
the prtefts, who had repaired to Tames at St« 
Germain, had their paflage to Breft defrayed at 
the French Icing's expence. An ambaflador 
(Monfieur d'Avaux) was nominated to atttend 
the dethroned Icing, and followed him in great 
iiate. Arms and ammunition of all kinds were 
put on board the fleet, and every fort of utenfil, 
from the meaneft to the moft valuable. The 
king went to St. Germain to take his leave of 
him i where, for the laft prefent, he gave him 
his own fuit of armour, and embracing him aflPec- 
tionately, *' The beftthing 1 can wim you, (fatd 
he) is never to fee you here again." James had 
fcarcely landed in Ireland with this great prepa- 
ration, when he was followed by twenty«tkree 
large ibips more, and a prodigious number of 
tranfpoFts, under the command of Chatteau Re- 
Mav f) "Aud. This fleet having engaged and 

x68q difperfed the Englifli fquadron, which 
^ attempted to oppofe its paflage, and 
landed the troops in fafety, on its return fell in 
wiih and took feven Dutch merchantmen, and 
came back to Breft viAorious over the Engliih ^» 
and laden with the fpoils of the Duuh. 
In 

• Wbo would not imagint from this empnAon that tht 
rr«nch fleet hftd fubdoed England f whereas tht truth flf 
Uie matter it this i the French fquadron falling In With tht 
SngnOi fleet under Hf rbtrv which was frtttl/ Ulitrior co 
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In a very fhort time afterwards a jir-p^u 
third fupply fet fail from the harbours ^ • 
of Brcft, Toulon, and Rochefort. '^^ 
The ports of Ireland and the Englifli channel 
were covered with French fliips. At length 
TourviUe, vice-admiral of France, with feven- 
ty-two fail of large fhips, fell in with the £ng- 
liih and Dutch fleet of fixty fail, and a fight en- 
fued which lafted ten hours ; on this occafion 
Tourville, Chatteau Renaud, d'Eftree, apd 
Nemond, fignalized themfelves by their cou- 
rage and (kill, and reflected an honour on the 
French navy to which it had till then been a 
ftranger. The Englifli and Dutch, who till 
then had been mafters of the oqean, and from 
whom the French had but a little time before 
learnt the art of fighting their fliips in line of 
battle, were totally defeated. Seventeen of their 
fliips difmafted, or rendered ufelefs, were run. 
afliore and burnt by themfelves*, the reft took 
refuge in the Thames, or on the banks of Hol- 
land. In this whole engagement the French^ 
k)ft but one fmall veflel. And npw, what. 

them in number, an engagement enfued, in which therer- 
was not one veiTel loft on either fide j and the two fqua* •• 
drons feemed to part by confent. Herbert put to fea, and*^ 
Chatteau Kenaud retired into Bantry-bay, in Ireland. 

• The French fleet coniiAed of feventy-eight (hipt of 
war, and two and twenty fire- (hipt ; whereas the combined ' 
fquadrons of Enghind and Holland diu*90t exceed fifty- fix, ^ 
lb that the enemy had a fuperiority of twenty- two. In 
this engagement, the Dutch loil fix (hips of tbe line $ and o 
the lofs of the Engliih anoounted to two. - Admiral Herbert^ » 
then lord Torrlngton, was deprived of his command, and ' 
fent prifoner to the Tower, in confequence of the complaints 
of the ftates-general, who affirmed that he bad-^acrifified * 
tbt Dutch fi^nadroD in the cogagemcnt, 

F 6 Ltwit 
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Jjcwis hid been wifliing for upirirdf ef twmtf 
years, and which feemcl (o little pfdhUe, 
came to pafs ) he had the empire of the fta, mi 
empire which indeed was but of (bort duratioii* 
The enemy's fliips of war ifled before his fleets ^ 
Seigneku, who- dared to attempt the grealeft 
things, brought the galTeya of iCCarfeilles upon 
the main ocean ; and the fea-coaft of Engfasid 
beheld this kind of veflel for the firft time: by 
the help of theft galleys a defcent was made at 
Tinmouth, and upwards of thir^ merchant-- 
ihips burnt in that bav* The privateers of Sr^ 
Malo and the new narbour of Dunkirk en* 
riched themfelves and the ftate,. bjr continual 
prizes^ In a word, for the fpace of two years, 
there was not a fliip to be feen on the fea bue. 
thofe of France. 

King James did not fecond in Ireland thefe 
great enbrts made by Lewis in his favour. Ho 
had with him near fix thoufand French, and 
fifteen thoufand Irifh foldiersr The river Boyne 
ran between his arnw and king William's : this 
river was fordable, the water not being higher 
than the men^s (boulders ; but after it was paf- 
fed, there was a deep marfh to crofs before they 
could attack the Iriln army, after which a fteep 
ground prefented itfelf, which formed a kind 
J I of natural entrenchment. William made 

f ^/v> ^^* ^^^y f^^* ^^^ ^^^^^ ^" ^^^^^ places, 
'^9«> and began the battle. The Irifli, who 
are known to be fuch good foldiers in France 
and Spain, have always behaved ill in their 
t>wn country* There are certain nations whidt 
feem made to be Cuhje£t to another; the Ens- * 
llfh have always been fuperior to the Iriih in 
genius, riches, and arms* Ireland has never 

beea 
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i^e«A aUe to throw off Ae Endliai yoke finov 
£rft AMiied bf m Englifh ndUemaa,^ The 
Frendi ftood tfadr groimd at the botftle of die 
Bc^ne; the IriAr gave way and fled. King^ 
Jamesy who had not once macfe his mppearancc 
4«rinp; the engs^emeat, either at the head of 
tfie French or Inflis was the fuft to retreat^ 
and yet he had given proofs of great courage 
on edier oceafions ; but there are times when 
▼alour is loft in difpiritednefs. K« William hav* 
kie had his ftoulder grazed by a cannon-ball 
before the battle, it was reported and believed m 
France that he wm killed. This falfe report 
was r eceive d at Paris with a feandalous and in«^ 
decent joy. The citizens and populace, encou- 
raged by feme of the under magiftrates, made 
illuminations, rung the bells, and, in feveral 
quarters of the town j they burnt figures made 
of ofier, tt> reprefent the prince. of Orange, in 
the (ame manner as they bum the pope in Lon* 
don. The cannon of the Baftile were likewife 
fired, not by the king's order, but dirough the 
indifcreetzeal of the commandant. It might be 
fuppofed from thefe great marks of fatisfa^ion^ 
and frfiat is faid by a number of writers, that 
this mad joy at the fuppofed death of an ene- 
my, was the efFed of the great dread they had^ 
of him. Almofl every writer, French and Eng*- 
lifh, have 'obferved that thefe rejoicings were 
the greateft panegyric that could be made on 
William III. Nevcrthelefs, if we only confI« 
der the circumftances of the times, and the fpi- 
rit which then reigned, we Ihall prefently dis- 
cover that thefe tranfports of joy were not pro- 
duced by^ fear. The lower kind of citizens, 
and the populace, know not what it is to fear 

an 
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an enemy, unlefs when he threatens their cltfx 
Far from dreadine the name of William III. 
the common people in France were Co unjuft at 
to defpife him. He had almoft always been 
beaten by French eencrali. The vulvar wero 
Ignorant how much real glory that prince had 
acquired even in his defeats. William, the 
vidor of James in Ireland, did not yet appear^ 
in the eyes of the French, an enemy worthy of 
Lewis XIV. The people of Paris, who ido- 
lized their monarch, thought him abfolutely 
invincible. The rejoicings then were not the 
eSc& of fear, but hatred ; moft of the Parifiaos^ 
who were born under the rei«vof Lewis, and 
moulded to defpotic fway, looKed upon a king 
at diat time as a demigcd, and an ufurper as a 
fKTilcgioas monfter* The common people, 
who had feen James going every day to tMtk^ 
dctcfied WOliam as an beredc. Tbe idea of 
a Iba-iii-law aad a. daughter, proceftants, driv- 
ing their £idier, a. cadiolic, from his dirone, 
and leaning in his flead, together with tbac of 
ao enemy to their king,, tiao^rted the Pari- 
fians to a d^ree of ^ij ; but prudent people 
woe of a more moderate way of thinking;, 

James ictumed to France, leaving bis rival 
to gain new backs in Irdand, and lettie liim- 
fitlf oo the throne. The Freodi ieeu were 
iIkb CKptcycd ia bringiog back their couotnr- 
tmeny who bsd roc^t to no piftrpofe, and tae 
IfuLRccaon Car^.iirt, who eeicg eztreaidj 
poor ia tkcar ova ocMncnr, dbafe to eo over fa 
{JsiA K^ca cae king s itaeialjcy* 
had appascccly ^^'^ litde Aorc la 
t qf &A irvrrSntTisa, hmm tfce I 
ad. Tkc ctaalkis ef Wli 
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James did every thing. Thofe who delight to 
trace the caum of events in the conduft af 
men ivill remark, that king William, after his 
ynQbrjj caufed a general amnefty to be pub*- 
liflied; and that king James, on the contrary^ 
in his way through a little town called Gal- 
loway, hanged fome of the inhabitants, who 
had advifed ihutting the gates againft him. 
Of two men behaving in this manner, we may 
eady perceive who would be moft likely to 
prevail. 

There were ftill fbme towns in Ireland that 
remained in James's intereft, and among the 
reft Limerick, in which there were above twelve 
thou£uid foldiers. The French king, who 
ftill perfevered in fupporting James s dei^erate 
fortunes, ordered three thoufand regular troops 
to be tranfported over to Limerick ; and by an 
additional generofity he fent aU provifions ne« 
ceflary for the maintenance of a numerous gar* 
riioB. Forty tranfport veflels, under the con* 
voy of twelve fhips of war, carried over every 
needful fupply of workmen's tools, carriages, 
engineers, gunners, bombardeers, with two 
hundred mafons, a number of faddles, bridles, 
and harnefies for upwards of twenty thoufand 
borfe ; cannon,, with their carriages, mufkets, 
piftols, and fwords for twenty- fix thoufand 
men ;. befides provifions. and cloathing, even to 
ihoes. Limeric, though befieged, being thus 
abundantly furnifhed: with? fuppUes of every 
kind, hoped to fee its king fight in its defence ; 
but James^ not appearing, Limeric furrendered, 
and the French fhips returned once more to 
the coaft of Irehuid, and brought back to France 
about twenty tbou&ndfoldicrs and inhabitants. 

What 
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What is perhapi Ihore cxtraonliiury Aan 
all the reft 18, diac Lewis was not diSmtuged 
hy thefe continued dtiappobitments; aodthMdh 
lie had a diiBcult war to fuppoit againft mc 
greateft part of Europe, lie n e »crthcl eft ca* 
ieavoured once more to chanee the foftmie cf 
<he unhappy king of England, hf s ded&ve 
iktokc^ bv making a deicent in England wkb 
twenty tnouiand men, which were afiBhled 
between Cherbura; and La Hogve* Upwards of 
three hundred fan of tranfport reflels lajr lOKlf 
to receive them at Breft. Tour^illeyWith forty* 
fcur capital fliips, cruifed off die coaft of Nor* 
T ilv ^a ^^''^y ^^ ^^^ ^^^ them. D'Eftrfe 

1601 ««^"ved in the port of Toulon with 
^ thutv Clips more. As there are fome 
misfortunes wnicb artfe from bad oonduA, ib 
there are others that can only be imputed t» 
fortune. The wind, which was at iirft finrour* 
able to D'£ftf£e's fqnadroo, changed, and 
made it impoffible for nim to join Tourvillc, 
who with his forty-four fliips was attacked br 
the combined fleets of England and Hollam^ 
confiding of near an hundred fail : the French 
were obliged to yield to fuperior numbers j but 
not till aitcr an obftinate fight of ttn hours. 
RuflcU the Englifli admiral, purfued him for 
two days. Fourteen large ibips, of which 
there were two that carriM one hundr(;d and 
four guns, ran afliore, and the capttins fet fire 
to them*, to prevent their being burnt by the 

enemy. 
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to fixty.thrM Ailpt of th« Hm, and Uiat a griatir 

or the French than of tba Engliih were engaged. Ctrtaio 
it U| Ruinri own aup dUkblsd Om Klflng Sun, a Alp of 
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€fieiBy. King James, wbo was a fpedator of 
Ais difafter^ from the neighbouring ihorey iav 
all his hopes at once fmilowed up. 

This was the firft check which had been 

fiveii to the power of Lewis XIV. at fea. 
eignelai, who after the death of Colbert, his 
father, had continued to improve the French 
navy, died htmfelf in 1690. Pontchartain> 
who had been raifedj from the pUce of firft 
prefident of Brittany, to that of fecretary for 
the marine department, did not fufier it to decav 
tinder his jurifdiAion* The fame (pirit ftill 
continued in the adminiftratiom France had 
as many ihips at fea itfter the fatal blow at L» 
Hogue as (be had before ; for Tourville com- 
manded a fleet of fixty ihips of the line, and 
D'Etree one of thirty, exclufive of thoie which 
were in harbour ; and not above four years af- 
terwards (in 1696,) the king fitted out another 
armament, ftill more coniiderable than any of 
the former ones, to tMnfport James over to 
England, attiie head of twenty thoufand French ; 
but this fleet only made its appearance on the 
coaft ; for the meafures of James's party tri Lon- 
don were as ill concerted as thofe of bis pro« 
teAor were well laid in France. 



one hondred Imd four ptm, eomm^ndtd hf ToonrlDe in 
periiMi. She was bamod by fir Ralph Delaval, near Char* 
burs, togather with the AdmtnU^ another firft fate^ and 
Che Conquerant* ef cMf bty gont^ Eightaea other great 
Ihipt of the French fleet ran into La Hogtie, where they 
were attacked by fir George Rooke, who deftroyed them» 
and a great number of tranfporta loaden with amnittnition». 
in the midft of a terrible fire from the enemy, and in fighfr 
•f tbe IiUh camp* 

The: 



XX4 T H B A G E OF 

The dethroned king's party had now> n» 
iiopes left but in hatching plou aeainft the life 
of his rival i ^nd ahnoft all thofe who were coi>» 
cerned in thefe attempts foffered by the bands 
of the executioner: befides, it is more* tbaa 
probablts^ that had the3r fucceeded, he- wotiU 
never have recovered bis kingdom. HepaflU 
the remainder of his days at St. Germain, where 
he lived on Lewis's bounty, and a penfion of 
Seventy thoufand 'Francs-*, which he was mean 
fpiritfd enough to^ receive privately from hie 
daughter Mary, who had been aocdSeiiy in de^ 
tiironing hinu He died at St. Germaui in the 
year 1.700. Some Iriih jefuiu pretended to- 
aflert that miracles were performed at his tomb f- 
They even talked at Rome of canonizing after - 
bis death a prince wiiom. thejr. had. abandoned' 
when living- 
Few princes were' mofe uaftippy than James*;. 
nov have we an example in hiftory of a family 
for to lone a* time unfortunate. The firft of the 
kings of Scotland, hi^^anceftors, who bore the 
name of James, after having been detained for 
eighteen years a prifoner in JEngland, was muf- 
dered, together with his queen t* • by. his own 
.ijibjeds« Jamer II. the fon^of this prince, was 
killed in battlct aeainft the Enelifli, at nineteen 
years of a^|. James III. after being impri- 
Ibned by his fubjeds^ was flain bv the rAds 
iti fight. James IV. fell in a battle which he 
}oft. Mary Stuart, his grand-daughter, after 

• AbMit tbrae tbouCmd fterling, per afii. 
t They even carried the farce fo far at to pretmd thai 
Ut reUas ctflred the blfliop of Autun of a fiftufau 
X HU wife wet wounded, but lecovered. 
lianmlL wukiUsdhy aocident at R«xbvr|h« 

being 
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being driven from bier tbrone, und forced to 
take refuge in England, where {he languifhed 
eighteen years in prifon, was at length con* 
demned^to die bv Englifh judges, and loft her 
head on a fcafFold : Charles L grand-fon to 
this Mary, and king of England and Scotland, 
was fold by the Scots, fentenced to death by 
the Englifli, and executed publicly as a traitor. 
His fon James, the fubje<% of this chapter, was 
driven from three kingdoms, and, to crown the 
misfortunes of the family, even the birth of his 
fon was difputed. This fon, by the efforts be 
made to recover the throne of his fathers, 
brought many of his friends to an untimely 
end; and of late days we have 4een prince 
Charles Edward, in whom the virtues of his 
anceftors, and the valour of king John SobieAi^ 
his gnndfiither, by the mother's fide, were in 
vain united, performing exploits, and- iiuffering 
calamities almoft beyond the reach of credit. 
If any thing can Juftify thefe who believe in an 
unavoidable fatality, it muft be the continued 
leries of misfortunes which have befel the 
£uDily of the Stuarts for upwards of three hun- 
dred years. 
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CHAP. CLXXIX* 

Of what paffcd on the Continent, while Wjt- 
LXAM IIL was invading Esoland, Scot* 
LANP, and Irelakdi till the year 1697* 
The burning of the Palatinate. Vic- 
toriea of the marechaliCATiMAT and Lujk- 

SMBOURO. , 

NO T having been wilting to break in upon 
the chain of aftatrs in England in the 
preceding chapter, I now return to what paflcd 
on the continent. 

While Lewis was thus forming fuch a ma- 
ritime force as had never been exceeded bjr any 
fiate, he had to make bead againft the emperor 
and princes of the empiret Spain, the two ma* 
ritime powers of England and Holland, beoome 
both more formidaUe under one chief. Savoy, 
and almoft all Italy* One fuch an enemy aa 
England and Spain, would have been fuficicoc 
in former times to have ruined France t and 
yet all of them united could not now make MOf 
imprcflion upon her. The king had almoft 
conftantty five different armies on foot during 
the courie of this war } fomctimes fix, but never 
lefs than four. The armies in Germany and 
Flanders frequently amounted to onf^undred 
thoufand effective men* The frontier pi sees 
were at the fame time provided with garri- 
ions. Lewis had four hundred and fifty 3uMt- 
fiind men in arms, including the marine troops. 
The Turkiih empire, fo powerfid in Europe, 
never had fo great a number ) and even the 
Roman empire had not more i nor were theae 

eves 
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ever fo many wars carried on at a times Thofe 
who blame Lewis XIV. for having made him- 
felf fo manv enemies cannot but admire the 
meafures wnich he took to defend himfelf ^ and 
even to be beforehand with his enemies, 

Thefe had not as yet entirely declared them- 
ielves, nor were they all united. The orincc 
of Orange had not yet failed from the Texel, 
upon his expedition againft his father-in-law, 
when France had armies upon the frontiers of 
EUland, and on the borders of the Rhine. 
The king had fent his fon» the dauphin, who 
was called Monfeigneur,. into Germany, with 
an army of twenty thoufand men This prince 
was gentle in his manners, modeft in his de- 
portment, and fecmed greatly, to refemble hia 
mother. He was then twenty-feven years old, 
and this was the iirft time he had been intrufted 
with a command, after his behaviour had given 
fui&cient proofs that he would not make an ill 
ufe of his power. The king ({)oke to him in pub- 
lic thus, at his departure. ** My fon, in fend- 
ing you to command my armies, I give you an 
opportunity of making your merit known : go 
and difplay it to all Europe, that when I de* 
part this life it may not be perceived that the 
king is dead.'' 

The prince had a fpecial commiffion for this 
command, as if he had been only a private ge- 
neral, whom the king had made choice of. 
The king's letters were direfted, " To our 
fon the Dauphin, our lieutenant-eeneral, com- 
manding our armies in Germany. 

Every thing had been fo ordered and difpofed 
before hand, that the fon of Lewis XIV. who 
afSfted in this expedition with his name and 

prefence' 
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prefencei might not be liable to meet witb &n 
affront. The marihal de Duras had in fad the 
command of the army. Bouffiers had a body 
cf troops on this fide the Rhine, and marflisu 
d'Humieres another near Cologne, to watch 
the motions of the enemy. Heidelberg and 
Mentz were taken : the fiege of Philipftuijry 
which is always the firft ftep to be taken, whea 
the French make war in Germany, was ahead v 
begun, under the infpe£lion of Vauban, Such 
matters as were not iii his deportment fell to 
the (hare of Catinat, then lieutenant-geoeraly 
a. man capable of every thing, and formed for 
all exploits. Monieigneur arrived fix days 
after the trenches had been opened. He ex- 
adly obferved his father's conduct, expofing 
his perfon as much as was neceflary, but never 
rafbly ; treating every one with afliability, and 
extending his liberality even to the private 
foldier. The king felt a fincere joy in having 
a fon who thus imitated, without exceeding 
him, and who made himfclf beloved by every 
one, without giving his father any occauon to 
fear him. 

«^ Philip(burg was taken in nineteen 

mV * ^*y^ *°^ Manheim in three, Fran- 

looo i^^n jjj funrendered in two % and Spires, 
Triers, Worms, and Oppenbeim, threw open 
their gates at the firft app ro adi of the French. 

The king had refolved to make a defert of 
the Palatinite as foon as tiiofe towns were 
taken. His dcfign in diis was rtther to ott 
off all ncans of fufafiftcnce ftooi the cnemy» 
than to trioe vengeance on the defior, irhofe 
^y cfjae was that of bavin done Kb duty, 
wilk the reft of GcmiaBy againft 
5 Fiaooe. 
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Ersnee. An order came to the arnijr from the' 
'tangf figned Louvoii, to reduce the whole 
couimy to albef • The French generals were 
then oUieed to obey i and thot^ it was in the 
Tery midft of winter, caufed notice to be {cat 
•o the inhabitants of all theie flouriihing towns, 
and the rfllages round about, and to the ma- 
flers of abore fifty caftles, to quit their dwd* 
Kngs i and that they were going to deftro^ 
every thiii« with fire and fword. Upon this 
dreadful lummons, men, women, old people, 
and children, hurried out in the utmoft hme : 
ibme of whom wandered up and down the fields, 
and the reft took refuge in neighbouring coun« 
tries, while the ibldiery, who always exceed 
commands of rigour, and feldom or never ex- 
ecute thofe of clemency, burnt and pillaged 
their country. They began with Manheim, 
die refidence of the eleOors, whole palaces 
they levdled with the ground, as well as the 
private hoofes of the citizens ', broke open their 
very tombs, thinking to iatisfy their avarice 
wim the immenfe treafures they expeded to 
find there, and Scattered their afhes abroad. 
This was die ISxond time that this beautiful 
country bad been laid wafte by Lewis's orders; 
but the homing of two cities ;and twenty vil- 
lages by Tureone was but ^ fiiark in com- 
pafMbo oftfaiscott&^iratiott. AU Europe was 
Ifafiick with honor at this iidion. The very 
ofioefs who executed it were alhamed of being 
Che ittftromenli of fiicb cruelty. The blame 
was thrown wmi ther«|armiisof Louvois, who 
had cootraaad ttac infimfibility of heart which 
^.jsifts fifom along adminiftfation. Hewascer* 
tainlj die pcrfen wka adviftd dus proceeding^ 

but 
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liut Lewb bad it in his power to rtytSt or fd* 
low kis oounlel. Had the kiag been a witneft 
to tbis fpedbcle, be would have ran in periba 
to extinguiih the flaoiea. From bia palace in 
Verfailles, where he was iurroiinded by fdea* 
liiret^ he figned the deftrudiion of a whole cou»» 
try, becaufe he there beheld only bia own glory 
and the fatal right of conqueft in the order be 
gave $ but had he been nearer to the fpot^ be 
would have feen all the horror of it. The na- 
tions, who till then bad only blamed bis am- 
bition» and admired his ooier qualificatioas> 
now cried out againft his cruel^, and even 
condemned his jiolitics : for had bis encmiea 
penetrated into his dominions, as be did into 
theirs* they would have fet all the cities in bia 
kinsdom on lire. 

Nor was this a very remote danger : Lewis^ 
in covering bis frontiers with one hundred tboii«> 
(and foldiers, uught Germany to make die 
£iBie efforts. This country, beiag better peopled 
than France, may be able to raife lai^r armies. 
They have more difficulty indeed m raifing, 
getting together, and paymg them, and tbey 
are longer before they take the field s but tbeir 
ftrid cnfcipline and patience under fatigue^ 
make them at the end of a campaign as tor* 
midable' as the French are at the b^inniog. 
The army of the empire was commanded by 
the duke of Lorrain, Charles V« This prince^ 
who was ftill kept out of bis dominions by 
Lewis XIV. had preferved the empire £or Le* 
opold, and given him the vi£b>ry over the Turks 
and Hungarians. He now came with the elec* 
tor of Brandenburg* to put a check to tbt fuo> 
ceA of the FcencE king's arilis* He retook 
2 fionn 
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Bonn mi Mentz, two towns which were very 
hadlf fortified, but defended in a manner which 
WIS eflecfoed a model for the future defence of 
placet* Bonn did not furrender ttU after a 
fiege of near four months, and that the baron 
^Asfeld who commanded there, was mortally 
grounded in a general afikult. 

The marquis dUxelies, afterwards marfhal 
of France, a moft prudent an^ wary general^ 
hsid made fuch excellent difpofitions for the de« 
fence of Mentz, that his garrifon fuffered hardly 
any fatigue in the great fervice it performed : 
befides the care he took to provide for the 
lalety of the place, he made one and twenty 
laUies upon the enemy, and killed upwards of 
^e tboufand of their men* He fometimes 
n%2deone or two fallies in open day-Iig it: in 
ftort, he maintained the place for fevcn weeks, 
and furrendered at length only for want of 
powder. This vigorous defence defervcs a place 
in hfftory, both on account of i^s own merit, 
and the approbation it met with from the world* 
Paris, that immenfe city, whofe indolent in* 
habitants pretend to judge of every thirig, and 
who have fo many ears and tongues, with fo 
few eyes, looked upon d'Uxelles as a timorous 
man, and deficient in judgment. When this 
great commander, on whom every good officer 
will beftow a juft praife, after his return from 
the campaign, went to the play-houfe, the po- 
pulace hooted him, and cried out Mentz ! Upon 
which he was obliged to retire, not without 
heartily contemning, as every wife man muft 
do^ a people who are fuch bad judges of merits 
and whofe praiie^ nevertheleis, is (6 greedily 
Ibi^ht after. 

Vot. VIL G About 
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T ne About the fame time, marfhal d'HiH 
iGHq "^'^^^* ^^ ^^^^ ^^ Walcourt*, on the 
^ Sambre, in the Netherlands, by the 
prince of Waldeck ; butthis check, though it huct 
his reputation, very little afFedted the French 
arms. Louvois, whofe creature and friend he 
was, found himfelf under the neceffity of taking 
from him the command of this army, which was 
conferred on marfhal Luxembourg, whom neither 
the king nor Louvois liked ; but their regard 
for the ftate got the better of their averficn to 
the man, and they made ufe of his fervices, 
though with fomc repugnance. He was there- 
fore appointed commander in the Netherlands. 
Louvois was remarkable for correding a too 
hafty choice, or for making a good one. Ca- 
tinat wzs fent with a command into Italy* 
Marflial dc Lorges defended himfelf every 
where in Germany. The duke of Noailles had 
fome little fuccefs in Catalonia f ; but under 
Luxembourg in Flanders, and Catinat in Italy, 
there was a continual fuccef&on of vidories. 



• Thf prince of Waldeck, who commanded the Datcli 
army, wai reinforced by eleven thoufand Englith, under 
the earl of Marlborough. Marcchal d*Humierct attacked 
the ft^ragert at Walcourt, and an obilinate eogageneiit to- 
I'uing, wai obliged to retreat in confufion, with tb« loft of 
two thoufand men, and fome piccct of artillery. Mean 
while, a little army of obfervation, commanded by the prince 
de Vaudemonr, levelled part of the French linee on thc-6dc 
ofCouttray, and raifed contributtona in the tarritMietoC 
I'lanct. 

t llisfuc:efi in that country was bat fmalt He had 
indeed reduced Campredon in the month of May } but ha 
Wat afttrwarde obliged to withdraw th« garrifoo, dif- 
mantle the place, and retreat to tha frootiert of Fraaea 
with great precipitation, 

Thde 
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Thefe two generals were at that time efteemed 
the greateft in Europe. 

The marflial duke of Luxembourg, in fomo 
parts of his charader, refembled the great 
Conde, whofe pupil he was in the art of war. 
He had a fiery genius, a prompt execution > a 
quick difirernment, a mind greedy of knowledge ; 
but too extenfive and irregular : he was con- 
tinually engaged in female intrigues, always in 
love, and frequently beloved, though deformed 
and ill-favoured, and had more of the quali^ 
fications of a hero than a wife man. 

* Catinat bad an application and zStivity in 
his difpofition, that made him capable of every 
thing, though he never piqued himfelf ^ipon 
any one particular qualification. He would 
have been equally as good a minifter and chan* 
cellor as he was a general. In the earlier part 
of his life he followed the laws but quitted that 
profeifion at the age of twenty- three, becaufe 
he loftacaufein which he hadjuftice on his 
fide. He then took up arms, and was at firft 
an enfign in the French guards. In the year 
1667, at the attack of the counterfcarp of Lifle, 
be performed an a£lion in the prefence of the 
king^ which required both underftanding and 
courage. The king took notice of him, and 
this was the beginning of his good fortune. 
He rofe by degrees, without making any in* 

• We may perceive, by madame de Ma'mtenon'i letters, 
tkat (he was no friend to marlhal Catinat. She appears to 
have a very indifferent opinion of him, and calls his mo- 
defty pride. It would feem, that the little knowledge which 
this lady bad of men and bofinefs, and the bad cboicea 
Ihe made, contributed not a little to the miafortones which 
afterwards bcfel France* 

G 2 tcreft: 
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terefl : he was a philofopher in the midft of 
war and grandeur, thofe two fatal rocks !• 
moderations exempt from all kind of prejudice^ 
without the afFcftation of appearing to defpHe 
them too much ; and an utter ftranger to gal- 
lantry, and the arts of courts^ but a fincere 
friend, and an honeft man. He lired a pro* 
fefTed foe both to intereft and vain glory, and 
was equally the philofopher in all refpc^ ftt 
the hour of his death, as through the courfe of 
bis life. 

Catinat commanded at that time in Italy^ 
where he was oppofed by Viiftor Amedeus^ 
duke of Savoy ; who was then a wife, pdkic, 
and ftill more unfortunate prince : a warrior 
of remarkable courage, who always led his own 
armies, and expofed his perfon like a common 
Mian : no one better underftood that deceitful 
kind of war which is carried on in a mountainous 
and uneven country, fuch as his was : he was 
aftive, vigilant, a lover of order, but fometimes 
guilty of errors, both as a prince and a generaL 
He is faid to have committed an eflential one 
in the bad manner in which he drew up bis 
army in prefence of that of Catinat* The 
French general took advantage of his mlAake^ 
and gained a complete vi£lory over him, in fight 
of Saluces, near the abbey of Stafarola, from 
which that battle took its name. When there 
are a number of men killed on one fide, and 
hardly any on the other, it is a certain proof 
that the army which is beaten, was drawn up 
on a ground where it muft neceilarily be over* 
powered. The French had only three hundred 
men killed, and the allied amy, commanded bjf 
the duke of Savoy, upwards of four thoufiuid. 

After 
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After this battle, all Savoy, except Monme* 
Ikn, fubmitted to the king. Catinat thea 
marched into Piedmont, forced the ene- ^ 
my's entrenchments near Sufa; took ^' 
that town, together with Villafranca, Mon- 
talban, Nice, deemed impsegnable, Veillanoy 
and Carmagnole, and returned afterwards to 
Monmelian, of which he made himfelf mailer 
after an obftinate (lege. 

After all thefe fuccelles the miniftry leflened^ 
the army which he commanded, and the duke 
of Savoy augmented his. Catinat, inferior ia 
numbers to his conquered enemy, remained a 
long time upon the defenfive ; but at length 
having received a reinforcement, he defcended 
the Alps, near Marfeilles, and there q ^ 
gained a fecond pitched tattle, which ^ ' ^ 
was the more glorious, as prince Eu- "^ 

gene of Savoy was then one of the enemy *s 
generals *• 

At the other extremity of France, towards 

die Netherlands, marfhal Luxembourg gained 

die battle of Fleurus, and by the con^ffion of 

• adl the officers^ this vi^ory was entirely owing 

to the fuperiority of genius in the French ge« 

• In this battle the dake of Schomberg, fon to him who 
fell at theBoyiie, was mortally woandcd, iishting glori- 
ooilf at the head of a body of Vaudois in the pay of Grcal 
Britain. In the preceding campaign, Catinat had beta 
obliged to abandon Piedmont, when the duke of Savoy pe* 
aetrated into Dauphine, and filled all the fouth of France 
with conftemation. Had he profecuted his faccefs, I o 
might have redQced* Lyons, and all the towns in that neigli« 
boarliood : bat he was feized with the fmall pox, and fup- 
poled to be foothed into forbearance by the intrigues of 
tbe French miniftry. 

G 3 neral 
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jieral over prince Waldeck, who then com- 
rnandcdl the allied army. Eieht thoufiiiHl 
men taken prifoners, fix thoufand killed, two 
hundred ftand of colours, almoft all the can* 
non and baggagje, and the flight of the enemy, 
were fufficient proofs of the viftory t« 

King William was iuft returned back from 
bis vidtory over his father-in-law. This great 
genius, ever fertile in refources, made more 
advantage of the defeat of his party than the 
French often did of their viflories. He had 
been obliged to have recourfe to intrigues and 
negociations, to procure men and money fuffi- 
cient to oppofe to a king who had only to fay, 
« "I will." Neverthelefs, after tbe 

^«P^- >9> defeat at Fleurus, he came to meet 
^9' marflial Luxembourg with an army 
as flrong as that of the French. 

They each confided of about eighty thoufiind 
^ ., men ; but the maribal had already in* 
'VP'^"' veftcd Mons, when William thought 
^^9' the French had hardly left their win- 
ter- quarters. Lewis himfelf came to be prefent 
at the ficge, and entered the town the ninth 
day after opening the trenches, in fight of the 
enemy's army. After that he returned to Ver- 
failles, and left Luxembourg to difpute tbe fidd 
during the whole campaign, which ended with 
the battle of Leige, a very extraordinary adion, 

f Thit viAory, got by a great fuperiority of numberv 
wat dearly purchafed. The Dutch infantry foagbc with 
forpriAng refolution. The duke of Luscemboarg owned with 
farprife, that they had furpaHcd the Spaniih foot at tht 
battle of Rocroy. " Prince Waldeck, (£aid he,) ought al- 
wayt to remember the French horfe i aad I fliall Bcrer 
forget the Datch Infantry.*' 

ia 
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mwh'ich twenty-eight fqoadrons of <; 
the king's houfhold troops and the ^^t 
gendannerie, defeated feventy*iive ^^ 
Iqiiadrons of the enemy's army. 

The kine next repaired to the fiege of Na* 
mor, the ftrongeft place in the Netherlands, 
both by its fituation, which is at the confluence 
of the Sainbre and- the Maefe, and by its ciu- 
del, which is built on rocks* He took j 
the town in eight days time, and the \i^* 
caftlcsii^ twMity-two, while the duke ^^ 
of Luxembourg prevented king William from 
paffing the Mehaigne, at the head of eighty 
theu£ind men, to raife the fiege. After this 
oonqueft Lewis returned again to VeHailtes, 
and Luxembourg fttll continued to make head 
agatnft the enemy's force. Now it was that the 
battle of Steinkirk was fought, fo famous for 
the art and courage difplayed therein. A fpy, 
which, the French king had fent to watch the 
mocioDS of king William, was difcovered, and 
compelled, before he was led to execution, to • 
write a fidfe information to marlbal Luxem- 
boarg,- who, immediately upon the receipt of 
this lotelligaice, made fuch difpofitions as mud 
neoeflarily bring on a battle. His army was^ 
attacked at day-break, while every one was 
aileep in their tents, and one entire brigade cut 
in pieces b^re the general knew any thing of 
the matter. Without the extremeft diligence, 
and bravery, all would have been loft. 

k. was^ not enough to be a great general tcir 
prevent a total defeat ; it likewife required well 
diiciplined troops, capable of rallying in an in- 
ftant, general officers fufficiently ikilful to re* 
cover tbefe troops from the diibrder into which 
G 4 they 
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they were thrown, and willing to do their duty; 
for a fingle ofTiccr of rank who had a mind to 
take advantage of the general confufion to caufe 
his general's defeat, might eafily have done it 
without expoAng himfelf to a detection. 

'J*he marfhal was then ill, a fatal circum* 
fiance, at a time whea uncomnDon a^ivity 
A o" -? ^^^ required ; but the greatneft of 
,^" -^^ the danger reftored him to hisftrength : 
* 9^ it ^a5 necelTary to perform prodigies 
not to be overcome, and he performed them ; 
he changed his ground, gave a field of battle t» 
his army which before had none, recovered the 
right wing^ which was all in confufion, rallied 
his men three times, and three times charffed 
at the head of the houfliold troops, and all thia 
in Fefs thaa two lu>ura. He had with him in 
his army the duke of Chartres, afterwards re* 
gent of the kingdom, a grandfon of France,* 
who was then not above fifteen years old.. H« 
could be of no fervice in ftriking a decifive 
Mow; but it contributed not a little to animate 
the foldiers, when they faw a grandfon of Francs 
charging at the head of the king's houfliokfe 
troops, and, though wounded in die fighe^ rsn 
turning asain to the charge. 

A grandfon and grand*nephew of the gnat 
Conde both fcrvod in this army as lieMfienaat* 
generals i one of thefe was Lewis of Bourbon^ 
called Monfieur the duke, and the other Ar- 
mand prince of Conti, both rivals in oausage^ 
wit, ambition, and fame. Monfteur wat o£ a 
more auftere difpofition, and had perhaps mooe 
folid qualifications, and the prince of Conti 
more brilliant ones. Being both called by the 

public 
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]mblic yoice to the command of armies, they 
earneftiy longed for that honour, which, how- 
trcTy they never obtained ; becaufe Lewis, who 
was as well acquainted with their ambition 
as their merit, always remembered that th« 
prince of Conde had made war againft film. 

The prince of Conti was the firft who reco- 
vered the army from its confufion, by rallying 
Ibnieof the bngadesy and making the reft advance. 
Monfieur did juft the fame, without ftandinj 
in need of emulation. The duke^f Vendomc, 
grandfon to Henry IV. was likewife a lieute- 
nant-general in this army ; he had ferved ever 
fince he was twelve years of age, and though 
he was then upwards of forty, he had never 
yet commanded in chief. His brother the grand 
prior was by his fide. 

It was neceflary that all thefe princes fhould 
put themfelves at the head of the king's houf- 
hold troops, in order to drive a body of Eng-> 
lifli from an advantageous poft, on which th^ 
fuccefs of the battle depended. The Frencb 
houfliold troops and the Englifh were the beft 
troops in the world. The (laughter was great ^ 
but the French, animated by the croud of princes 
and young noblemen who fought about the ge-* 
Beral's perfon, at length carried the poft ; and 
when the Engliih were de£:ated *, the reft 
were obliged to yield. 

Bouflersy 

* TIm prince of Wirtemberg, who commanded the at* 
tack on the fide of the allies, with a body of Briri/h, Da- 
oi(h, and Dutch troops^ fiading himfclf in danger of bein^ 
overpowered by numbers, fcnt an aid de camp twice to de- 
mand fuccoors of count Solmee, who bcadoi the center: 
bot tlu( officer derided bis diftrefs, iaying^ <* Let os re#. 
G 5 what 
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Bouflers, who was afterwards marfhal of 
France, flew with a body of dragoons from a 
place where he was, at Tome diftance from the 
iield of battle, and his arrival completed the 
viSory. King William, after having loft about 
feven thoufand men, retired in as good order as 
he had attacked ; and always beaten, and al- 
ways formidable, be ftill kept the field. This 
vidory, which was owing to the valour of the 
young princes and the flower of the nobility of 
the kingdom, produced an cffeA at court, in 
the city, and in the provinces, that no former 
vidory had ever done. 

Monfieur the duke, the prince of Conti, .M» 
de Vendome, and their friends, on their return 
home from this campaign, found the roads lined 
with people, whofe acclamations and expreA 
fions of joy were carried even to a degree of 
madnefs. The women all ftrove to zttrzSt their 
regards. The men at that time wore lace cra- 
vats, which took up fome time and pains to 
adjuft. The princes having dreflcd themfelves 
in a hurry, threw thefc cravats negligently 
about their necks. The ladies wore handker- 
chiefs made in this faihion, which they called 
Stcinkirks. Every new toy was a Stetnkirk. 
Any young man who happened to have been 
prefent at this battle, was looked upon with 
delight. The populace followed the princes 
every where in crouds, and they were the more 
beloved, becaufe the court did not fliew them 
favour equal to their repuution and merit. 

what fport thefe Eoglifli biiJ|.<)o$t will make.*' In thjf 
hatdt, the earl of Anpn, general Mackay, fir John La. 

The 
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The enfuing campaign the fame general, the 
fame princes^-with the fame troops, who had been 
furprifed and yet vi£torious at Steinkirk, made a 
forced march of feven leagues, and came unawares 
upon William at Nervinde, and beat him. Ner- 
vinde is a village near the Layette, a few leagues 
diflance from BrufTels. William had time to put 
bis army in order of battle. Luxembourg and 
the princes carried the village fword in hand 
two different times, and the inftant the mar- 
ihal turned another way, the enemy retook it 
again-; at length the general and the princes 
carried it a third time, and the battle was won. 
Few anions proved more bloody. 1^.1^20 
There were about twenty thoufand •' _v_ ^* 
killed on both fides; the allies loft ^^93 
twelve thoufand, and the French eight. On 
this occafion, it was faid there was more 
room to fing De profundis *, than Te Deum. 

Thefe numerous viftories were produfiivc of 
much glory, but few great advantages. The 
allies, though defeated at Fleurus, Steinkirk, 
and Nervinde, had never been completly beaten; 
king William always made fine retreats ; and, 
in a fortnight's time after one battle, it was ne- 
cefiary to fight another with him to be matter 
of the campaign. The cathedral of Paris was 
filled with colours taken from the enemy^ The . 

• A hymn fung in the funeril-fcrYict in the Roman* 
catholic churches. 

• Thit action the Englifli diftinguKh by the name of th* 
tattle of Landen. King William mada great efforts of 
courage and perfeterance j but his original difpofition was fo 
crroncout, that at foon as Luxembourg faw it, he cried, 
M Now I bditT« Waldeck is reaUy dead.** 

G 6 princr 
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prince of Conti called marfhal Luzemboarg 
'« the Upholftercr of Notre iJame.*' Nothing 
was talked of but vidlories, and yet Lewis XiV. 
had formerly conquered one half of Holland 
and Flanders, and all the Francbe-Cooiee^ 
without fighting a fingle battle ; whereas now,. 
after the greateft efforts and the mo&hloodf 
victories, they could hardly force an entrance 
into the United Provinces; they could not even 
lay liege to Bruflels. 

^ Dt I and 7. Marfhal de Lorges had Iike<« 
*^^^ *r ' wife on his fide gained a confi^t 

^ derable advantage over the allies 

near Spirebach, and had even taken the old 
duke of Wirtemberg prifoner^ and penetrated 
into his country ; but, after having invaded is 
as a conqueror, he was obliged to quit it again. 
Alonfcigneur took and plundered the cky of 
Heidelberg a fecond time, which the enemy 
had retaken, and after all was obliged to zSt 
upon the defenfive againft the Imperialifts. 

Marfhal Catinat, notwithftanding his great 
viiSlory at Stafarde, and having conquered Sa-< 
voy, could not pi event the duke of that coun* 
try from making an irruption into Daupbine, 
r.or, after his victory at Marfei)los, could he 
fave the important city of Cafal. . 

In Spain the marmal de Noailles gained a 
M T.'j ^^^^^^ ^" ^^^ banks of the Terj he 

^ ' ' took Girone and fome final) places ; 
^^ but his army was weak, and he was 
obliged, after his viftory, to retire from before 
BarccJona. The French, every where vido« 
rious, and weakened by their fuccefles, had an 
hydra to engage in the allies, tbaS was conti- 
nually rifing up afrefh. France began to find 

it 
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k dilEcidt to raife rtcruitSy and flill ixx>re io to 
j^iocicre oioiiey. The rigour of the ,50^ 
ieafoBy by wlu'ch the fruits of the earth ^^ 
were at that timo wholly^ deftrayed, brought oiv 
ft famine* Numbers peri(bcd foe want, while 
Ihe whole kingdont peibundec) with> Te Deumx 
amd rejoicings. The fpirit of confidence and 
ftiperioFity, which h^ui been* the foul of the 
French troops^ began vifiUy tocdiminifh. Lewia 
XIV. no longer appeared at their head, ^ 
Ixxuvoia was dead*, and Karbefieux, his ^ 
ioAy was generally diAiked by them. To crowa 
all» the deada of mariha] Luxem- j 
kourg, undej? whom they thought J^""^'*y> 
themfelves invincible, feemed to put ' ^^ 
in end to tihe rapid vi<Sk)ries of the French. 

The a^rt of bombarding towns with (hips 
sow turned upon its ixwentors \ not that the 
engine called hfirnah with which- the Engliik 
attempted to bufi» St. Maks' ^ind that failed 
of fuccefs^ was of French invention j. machines 
•£ this kind had been fbr a long time of ufe in 
Europe. It was the art of throwing bombs 
with as much certainty fK>m a n\oving veflel as 
ffom the fclid ground., that the French invented ; 
and it was by this art, that tlie £ngli^ had from 
their i2»i|>s bombarded the towns of Dieppe, 
Havre- de-grace, St. Malo, Dunkirk, and Ca* 
lais; Dieppe, as being the moft , . ^^ 
eafy of accefs* was the place which -^ s t6qc 
fuirered the moft real damage. This ^5* 

town, which is now fo d'eUghtful on account 
of the regularity of its buildings, and that feems 
to owe its beauty to its misfortunes,, was almoft 
reduced to aflies. There were not above twenty 
houfes beatea down and burnt Ia Havre de 

Grace ; 
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Grace $ but the fortifications of the'placexvtr^ 
entirely deftroyed. In this fenfe. it is that the 
medal ftruck by the Dutch is* true^ notwith* 
ftanding that fo many Freneh writers have in- 
veished againft its falfity. In the exergue we 
find thefe words in Latin : Theharhour ofHavn 
humt and dejiroyedj &c. this infcription does not 
tell us that the town was burnt ; that would 
have been falfe ; it only fays that the harbour 
was. burnt) which is true. 

Soon afterwards the French loft Namur^ 
which they had taken. The nation had la* 
vifhed encomiums on Lewis XIV. for having 
conquered this place ; and the moft indecent 
falHes had been thrown out againft king Wil- 
liam for not having fuccoured it with an army 
of eighty thoufand men. William at length 
became mafter of it, by the fame manner ia 
which it had been loft. He attacked it in the 
face of an army much ftroneer than his own 
was at the time that Lewis AlV. laid iiege to 
it. He now met with new fortifications of 
Vauban*8 raifing. The- French garrifpn which 
defended this town was an army of itfelf ; for 
while they were preparing, matters to inveft it, 
marfhal Bouflers found means to throw himfelf 
into it with feven regiments of dragoons ; fo 
that Namur was not only defended by iixteen 
thoufand men, but was daily in expedatioo of 
being relieved by an army of an hundred thou* 
fand. 

Marihal Bouflers had a great (hare of merit, 
was an a6bive and diligent general, and a good 
citizen, who had nothing fo much at heart as 
the welfare of the fervice, to promote which 
he valued neither bis pain^ nox bis life. The 

marquis 
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marquis de Feuquieres, in his memoirs, ac^ 
cufes him of ievseral' faults in the defence of th» 
town and citadel, and even blames his conduct 
in the- defence of Lifle, by which he gained fo 
much honour. Thofe who have written the 
hiflory of Lewis XIV. have fervilely copied the 
Marquis de Feuquieres in raititary matters, and 
the abbe de Choifi in private anecdotes. They 
could not know that Feuquieres, who was an 
excellent officer, and perfedly well verfed both 
in the theory and pra^ice of war, was of a dif- 
pofition as morofe as difcerning,- and fometimes 
the Ariftarchus, fometimesthe Zoilus of ge»- 
nerals. He alters fads, to have the pleafure 
of cenfuring ; he complains of every one, and 
every one of him ; he was efleemed the braveft 
man in Europe, becaufe he flept quietly in the 
midfl of an hundred thoufand of his enemies. 
His merit not having been rewarded with the 
'ftafF of marfhal of France, he employed his 
creat parts too much againfl the fervants of the 
ftate, which would have been extremely ufeful, 
had he been as mild and charitable as he was 
difcerning, diligent, and bold. 

He charged the marfhal de Villeroi with a 
greater number o^ faults, and thofe more elTen- 
lial than, even Bouflers. Villeroi, at the head 
of twenty thoufand men, was to have relieved 
Namur ; but even had the two marfhals, Vil- 
Jeroi and Bouflers, done every thing, generally 
fpeaking, that they might have done, (which is 
very feldom the cafe); the fituation of the ground 
was fuch, that Namur could not be relieved, 
and muft be taken fooner or later. An army 
of obfervation pofted along the banks of the 
Mebaigne had prevented king William from 

bringing 
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bringing up bis Aiccours ; the &mt thing \ 
neceilarily happened to tnar&al Villeroi. 

Tbo' mar&al Bouflers, the count de Guif* 
card, governor of the town, the eount de Lau« 
mont du Chatelet, commandant oi the infantry^ 
and all the officers and Cbldiers in the place^ 
defended it with reosarkable obftinacy and bra- 
very, it retarded the capitulation only two days* 
When a town is befieged by a fuperior army, 
when the works are well carried on,, and the 
feafon favowable, they can judge nearly witbta 
what time it will be taken, be the defence ever 
e . fo vigorous. King William made him- 
i6qc ^^^^ raafter of thc^ town and citadel at 

^^ length, though not in fo ihort a time as 
Lewib Xlv • 

The kin^, while he was thus lofiagNamur, 
bombarded Bruileis ^. a poor revenge, which he 
took of the emperor for his towns which had 
been bombarded by the Englifh ; all this occa- 
fioned a war equally ruinous and £atal to both 
parties. 

One of the tSt&s of human tnduflry and. 
fury, for thefe two centuries paft, has been 
that of not confining the havock of war to our 
own continent of Europe. We drain ourfelves 
of men and money, to carry deftru£Hon againft 
each other in the farther parts of Afia and 
America. The Indians, whom we have com* 
polled by force or artifice to admit our fettle- 
ments amongfl them, and- the Americans, from 
whom we have wrefted their continent, after 
having dyed it with their blood, look upon us 
as the foes of human kind, who came from the 
farthefl part of the globe to butcher cbem, and 
afterwards to deftroy one another. 

The 
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The French had no other colony in the EaA 
Indies but that of Pondicheriy, which had been 
formed by Colbert with great pains, and at an 
immenfe expence, and from whence no con/i* 
deraUe advantage could be drawn for feveral 
yeacs; the Dutch easily made themfelves mafters 
of it, and thus deftroyed the trade of the French 
ill the Eaft-Indies, almoft in its infancy. 

Our pkotations in St« Domingo were g 
deflroyfid by the Fnglifht. and one of the ^^ 
Breft privateere laid wafts theirs at Gambia, on 
the coaft of Africa. The privateers of St. Ma- 
le carried fire and fword into the eaftern part 
•f Newfoundland, of which they were in pof-* 
feffion ; and our fquadrons infulted their iflands 
of Jamaica, took and burnt their {hipping there^ 
and raraged the coaft. 

Pointis, commander of a fif^uadcon of .g^^ 
fliips of war and fome privateers off ^^ 
America, failed as far as the line, and furpriiied 
the town of Carthagena, the magazine w 
and ftaple for the Spanifli treafures, ,(yjl 
which come from Mexico ; the damage 97 
he did there was computed at twenty milliona 
ef our Uvre9, and the booty he got at about 
half that Aim. There is always iomt dedudlioa 
tobe mode from ftich Calculations, but little or 
none from the grievous calamities occaftoned 
by thefe glorious expeditions. 

The French privateers, and efpccially Dugu^- 
trouin, were every day making prizes of the* 
Englifh and Dutch merchant-fhips. This man 
was very extraordinary in his way, and wanted- 
only a numerous fleet to have acquired as great. 
reputation as Dragut jor Barbarofia. The ene- 
my made Icfs rich prizes from the French, be- 

caufe 
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caCjfc they had Icfs to be ukcn. Our trade war 
greatly impaired by the death of Colbert ancf 
the war. 

A general tnifery then was the refult of thefe 
expeditions by fea and land* Thofe who de- 
light more in humanity than politicsv will rea* 
dily obfcrvc, that in this war Lewis XIV. took 
up arms againft his brother-in-law. the king of 
Spain, againft the eledor of Bavaria».to whofe 
fifter he- had married his fon the dauphin^ and» 
againft the eleAor-palatinc^. whefe country he. 
burnty though his brother was married to the* 
prtncefs-palatine. King James likewife was 
driven from his- throne fa^ his fon-in-law and 
bi»<own daughter ; and iince that tiaii» wehav& 
£een the duke of Savoy in league againft France,^ 
where he had one daughter »dauphincis> and 
agaiiift Spain, where another^waa.queeiw Moft 
of the wars ^between Chriftian: princes are» ioi^ 
Ibme fort, civil wars.. 

The moft criminal enterprife in all this war 
proved the only .truly fortunate one ; WilliamB 
was perfe£^ly< fucoefsfuliii- England and Ice- 
land; in other places the fucceflerwere more 
equaL Whenl call this a criminal undertak- 
ings I do not examine whether the nation, after 
having fhed the blood of the &ther, were ri^kt 
or wrong iabanifliing the fon, and maiAtainuig 
its religion and privileges ; I only fay, that ii 
there is any juftice on earth, the. daughter and* 
ibn*in-law of king James ouebtnot to have 
dcivxn him from his throne and kingdonu 
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CHAP. CLXXX. 

'Treaty with SavoV. Marriage of the Duke 
of Burgundy. Peace of RyswiCK. State 
of France and Europe. Death and laft 
will of Charles II. King of Spain* 

FRANCE ftill maintained her fuperiorit3|i 
ovejr all her eniemies ; fome fhe had cruihed, 
as the duke of Savoy and the eledlor-palatine^ 
and fhe carried the war to the frontiers of the: 
others, like a powerful and robuft body, fa«* 
tigued with a long refiftance, and exhaufted by 
its vi<%>ries ; a well directed blow would have 
made her ftagger. Whoever has a number of 
enemies at once can at laft find his fafety 
only in their divifion, or in a peace. Lewis 
XI V. obtained both the one and the other. 

Vi&or Amadeus, duke of Savoy, was a 
prrnce of all others the moft eafily perfuaded to. 
break his engagements, when his intereft "was 
concerned ; to him the court of France addret^ 
fed itfelf. The count de Tefle, afterward* 
marihal of France, an amiable and able man^ 
of a genius formed for plealing, which is the^ 
firft qualification of a negociator, had began » 
private treaty at Turin ; ^nd marfhal Catinat^ 
who was equally capable of making peace and 
war, put the finifhing hand to the affair. There^ 
did not want two fuch able men to determine 
the duke of Savoy to accept of what was to hisv 
advantage; they reftored him his country, gave- 
him a fura of' money, and propofed a marriage 
between the young duke of Burgundy, fon to*^ 
Monfeigneuxy the heir to the crown of France^ 

and: 
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and his daughter. Matteri were foon agreed' 
J « upon : the duke and Catinat concluded 
i6q6 treaty at Our Lady of Loretto, whither 

^ they went under pretence of a pilgrimage 
of devotion^ which however impofed upon no 
one. The pope (who was then Innocent XIV.) 
entered heartily into this negociation. His 
view was to deliver Italy at once from the inva- 
ftons of the French, and the taxes which the 
emperor was continually levying to pay bia- 
troops. It was thought neceilaty that the Im* 
perialifts fhould evacuate Italy^ and leave it 
neuter ; this the duke of Savoy engaged himfelf 
by the treaty to obierve. The emperor gave a 
flat denial at firft ; for the court of Vienna rarely 
came to a determination, but at the laft extre-» 
mity. Upon the emperor^s refufal, the duke 
jpined. hi& troops to the French army ; and,, 
from generaliffimo to the emperor, became^, 
in lefs than a month, generaliffiipo to Lewis 
r6if ^^^* ^^^ daughter, who was only eleven 
' years of age, wa's carried into France ta 
be married to the duke of Burgundy, who 
was thirteen. After the falling off of the duke 
of Savoy, it happened, as at the peace of Ni« 
meguen, that each of the allies tbousht proper 
to treat. The emperor agreed to leave Italv 
neuter. The Dutch propofed the caftle of RyN 
wick, near the Hague, as the place forholding- 
tfie conferences for a general peace. Four ar- 
mies, which the king had on foot, contributed 
not a little to bring matters to a fpeedy conclu* 
ion. There were eighty thoufand men iff 
Flanders under Villeroi) the marihal de 
Chotfeul had forty thoufand men on the banks 
of the Rhine i Catinat bad another army in 

Pied- 
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Tiedmont 4 and the duke of Vendome, who had 
at length atuined the rank of general, after 
having pafled through all the degrees, from that 
of the king's guard, like a private foldier of for- 
tune, commanded a body of troops in Catalonia^ 
where he gained a baule, and took Barcelona. 
Thefe new efforts and fucceffes proved the moft 
effeSual mediation. The court of Rome offered 
its arbitration, which was refufed, as c 
at Niroegucn. Charks XL king of Swe- P^' 
deo was themediator. At length the peace q n 
was concluded^ no Jonger with that ^* 
haughty fuperiority ana advantageous ^' 
conditions,, whichhad diftinguifhed thegreatnefs 
of Lewis XIV. but with a condefcenfion and con- 
ceffion of rights on bis fide, that equally amazed 
the French and the allies. It was z long time 
believed that this peace had been concerted with 
the deepeft policy. 

It was pretended that the French king's grand 
defign was'9 what it certainly ought to have 
been, to prevent the entire fuccemon of the 
vaft Spaniih monarchy from devolving upon the 
other branch of the houfe of Auftria. It is faid 
l^e entertained bippes that the houfe of Bourbon 
might at leaft come in for a (hare in the dif- 
memberment, and perhaps one day fucceed to 
ih^ whole. The formal renunciations made 
by his wife and mother feemed no other than 
trivial agreements, which ought to give way to 
new conjua£tures. In this view» to aggrandize 
the hou(e of France, it was neceflary to fhew 
fome moderation towards Europe ; not to in- 
CtiUtf fe manv powers who were ftill full of 
fiifpidoAS. The peace gave him time to form 

^ new 
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new aUiances, fettle the finances, gain over 
thofe whom he had occafion for, and to fdrm 
new bodies of militia in the kingdom* h was 
•necefTary to give up fomething, m hopes of ob- 
taining much more. 

Thefe were thought to be the private mo- 
tives of the peace of Rvfwick, which in the 
event actually procured tne throne of Spain for 
the grahdfon of Lewis XIV* This notion, 
probable as it may appear, is not however true; 
neither Lewis XIV. nor his council had thofe 
^iews that they ought to have had in this affiur. 
It is a ftrong exam{ne of the conae^on of there- 
•volutions in this wodd, which govern men, by 
whom they Teem to be conduced. The obvious 
intereft of quickly pofleffing Spain, or at leaft a 
part of that monarchy, had not the leaft influ- 
ence in the peace of Kyfwick ; this is acknow- 
ledged by the marquis de Torci, in his manu- 
fcript memoirs. They made peace merely be- 
caufe they were weary of the war, and this nstr 
itPelf had been carried on without any particular 
obje£t ; at leaft on the fide of the allies : it was 
only from the idle defire of humbling the great- 
ne(s of Lewis ; and in that monarch it was 
merely the confequence of that fame greatneft 
which would not hearken to conceffions. King 
William had drawn over to his caufe the em- 
peror, the empire, Spain, the United Provinces^ 
and Savoy ; Lewis XIV. found himfelf too 
far engaged to recede. The fineft part of Europe 
had been laid wafte, becaufe the French king 
made ufe of the advantages he gained by the 
peace of Nimeguen in too haughty a manner, 
^"he league was fonfted rather agamft his per- 
fon than the kingdom of France i the king 

though 
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-thought himfelf fecure of the reputation he had 
gained by arms, and was now defirous of 'ad« 
ding that of moderation : the weaknefs which 
began to be fenfibly felt in the finances made 
him more ready to adopt fuch a conduct. 

The political affaire were debated in the 
king's -council, and the reiblucions taken there: 
the marquis de Torci, then young, was only 
charged with the execution of them. The 
whole council was for peace, efpecially the 
duke of Beauvilliers, who fet forth the miferies 
of the people with fuch energy, that madame 
de'Maintenon was afFeded by it, and the king 
himfelf -appeared not infenflble ; and it made 
the more impreifion, as they had fallen from 
that flourifhing ilate to which the minifler 
Colbert had raifed the kingdom. The great 
eftablifhments of all kinds had coft immenfe 
fums, and no oeconomy had been ufed to re* 
trieve the confuilon-occafioned by tbefe extra- 
ordinary expences. This inward calamity 
aftonifhed every one, becauie it had never been 
felt fince Lewis XIV. had governed alone: 
thefe were the true caufes of the peace of 
Ryfwick, though doubtlefs fome virtuous fen- 
timents bad an influence in it. Thofe who 
think that kings and miniflers inceflantly, and 
without bounds, facrifice every thing to their 
ambition, are no lefs miflaken, than he who 
thinks they continually facrifice to worldly hap- 
pinefs. 

The king then reflored to the Spaniards all 
thofe places near the Pyrenees that he had 
taken from them, and likewife theconquefts 
he had made in Flanders during the laft war, 
as Luxcmbourgt Mons^ Ath| and Courtrai. 

He 
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He acknowledged William III: lawful kii^ef 
J^ngland, whom he had till then treated at 
vprince of Orange, a tyrant, and an ufurper. 
He promifed not to affift his enemies /or the 
future ', and king James, whofe name was loft 
Out in the treaty, remained at Si. Oermaia-witk 
the empty title of king, and a penfion frooa 
Xewis XIV. Thus iacrificed by his proiedor 
to the neceffityof the times, and already for^ 
gotten in Europe, he cdafed to publilh any new 
manifeftos. 

The fentenees which the courts of Brifac add 
Mets had awarded againft fo many fovereigns, 
and the reunions made at Alface, thofe monu- 
ments of a dangerous power and pride, were 
^boUibed, and the bailiwicks that had been feiz- 
ed upon by form of law were reAored to their 
fight maftcrs. 

Btffidcs thefe conceffions, Frlburg, Brifte, 
Khei), and Philiplburg, were reftored to the 
empire ; the king even fubmitted to deflrojr the 
fbrtrefs of Strafburg on the Rhine, Fort-Lewis, 
Traerbach, and Mount- Royal, works on which 
the great Vauban bad exhaufted his art, and 
the king his treafury. Europe was fiirprifed, 
and the French difpleafed, to fee Lewis XIV* 
make peace as if he had been conquered. 
Harlai, Creel, and Callieres, who figned this 
peace, durft not fhew themfelves either at court 
or in the city; they were loaded with reproaches 
and derifion, as if they had taken a fingk fiep 
they had not been ordered by the mintftry ; 
tliey were reproached by the court with having 
betrayed the honour of the French nation, and 
afterwards they were applauded for baring, by 
tbts treaty, prepared the w»y fer the fueccfion 
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to tbt Spanish monardiy: but in truth, they 
definred neither cenfure nor praife. 

It was by this peabe, that France at length 
reftored Lorraine to the fiamiiy which had been 
in pofieffion of it for above feven hundred years. 
I>ake Charles V. the prop of the empire, and 
conqueror of the Turks, was dead ; his Ton 
Leopold, at the peace of Ryfwick, took pof- 
feffion of his fovereignty, with the lofs indeed 
of his real privileges, it not being allowed him 
to have ramparts to his capital ; but they could 
not deprive him of a much more noble privilege, 
that of doing good to his fubjedls ; a privilege 
which no prince ever made a better ufe of than 
liinifelf. 

It were to be wiihed, that lateft pofterity may 
be informed, that one of the leaft powerful (o^ 
vereigns in Europe, was him who did the moft 
good to his people. He found Lorraine a de- 
iert wafte ; he repeopled and enriched it, and 
preferved it in peace, while the reft of Europe 
was delegated by war. He had always the pru- 
dence to keep well with France, and to make 
himfelf beloved in die empire; happily preferv- 
in^ that juft medium, which hardly any prince, 
without power, has ever been able to maintain 
between two great potentates. He procured 
his people plenty, to which they had been long 
Grangers ; his noblefle, reduced to the laft de- 
gree of wretchednefs, were raifed to a ftate of 
opulence, folely by his benefaSions. If he faw 
the family-feat of a gentleman in ruins, he re- 
built it at his own expence; he paid their 
debts, portioned out their daughterly, and 
laviflied prefents with that art of giving, which 
raifet them even above benefa&ions ^ beftowing 

VoL.Vn. H hit 
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his gifts with the magniiicence of a prince, and 
the politenefs of a friend. The arts, which were 
held in the higheft honour throughout his little 
province, produced a new circulation, which 
makes the riches of a ftate. His court was 
formed after the model of. that of France, 
^nd the traveller hardly perceived a change of 
place in going to Luneville from Ver failles. After 
the example of Lewis XIV. he advanced the 
belles lettres ; he eftabliibed a kind of uni- 
verfity, without pedantry, at Luneville, where 
the young German nobility went to be form- 
ed. The true fciences were there taught in 
fchools, where the theory of natural phtlofophy 
was demonftrated to the eye by the moft curious 
apparatus. He fought out men of talents even 
in the (hops and in the woods, brought them to 
light, and was himfelf their patron and rewarder. 
In a word, the whole bufmefs of his reign was 
to procure his nation tranquillity, riches, know- 
lege, and pleafure ; ^* I would quit my fove- 
leignty to-morrow, (faid he) if I could no 
longer do good." Accordingly he tafted the 
iatisfadiion of being believed, and I myfelf faw, 
long after his death, his fubjedls (bed tears in 
mentioning his name. When he died he left 
an example to be followed by the ^reateft kings ; 
but he could not, during his life, be inftru- 
mental in preparing the way for his fon tQ the 
throne of the empire. 

At the time that Lewis XIV. was managing 
the affair of the peace of Ryfwick, which was to 
^ive him the Spanifh fucceffion, the throne of 
Poland became vacant. This was the only 
regal crown, then elective, in the world ; 
iiativQs and foreigners had equally a right to 

, pretend 
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pretend to it, but to retain it required either a 
merit fufficiently flriking, and properly fuppor- 
ted by intrigues, to engage the fuftragcs, (as 
was the cafe with John Sobiefki the late king) 
or elfe, money enough to buy the kingdom, 
which is almoK always put up at au£lion. 

The abbe, afterwards cardinal Polignac, 
had at firft the art to engage the fufFrages in 
favour of the prince of Conti, known by the 
valiant aftions he had performed at Steinkiik 
and Nervinde. He had never the command in 
chief, nor was he admitted into the king's 
councils. The duke of Bourbon had an equal 
reputation as a warior, the duke of Vendome 
a ftill greater, and yet his fame furpafled that 
of all others, by the great art of pleafmg, and 
making himfelf of confequence, which no 
one poffefled in a more eminent degree than 
himfelf. Polignac, whofe talent lay in per- . 
fuafion, determined the minds of the people in 
his favour; and, by dint of eloquence and pro- 
mifes, counterbalanced the money which Au- 
guftus eleSor of Saxony, laviflied among them, 
Lewis-Francis, prince of Conti, j 
was elefted king by the majority of "^^^^ ^'^^ 
the nation, and proclaimed by the 97 
primate of the kingdom. Auguftus was ele£led 
two hours afterwards by another party, inferior 
in numbers; but he was a fovereign prince, and 
powerful, and had a body of troops in readinefs 
on ifie frontiers of Poland. The prince of 
Conti was abfent, deftitute of money, men, 
and power, and had nothing on his (ide but his 
name, and cardinal de Polignac. It remained 
that Lewis XIV. (hould either prevent his ac- 
cepting the crown, or furnifli him with proper 
H z affiftance 
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afliftance to get the better of his competilor* 
It was thought that the French miniftry die) too 
much in fending the prince of Conti over, and 
too little in furni(bing him with only a fmall 
f uadron of fbips and a few bills of cxcbaogtt 
with which he arrived in the road of Dantzid:: 
this was a^ing with that ' lukewarm policy, 
which begins an afFair only to quit it again* 
They would not even receive the prince at 
Dantzick, and his bills of exchange were pio- 
teded. The intrigues of the pope and the em- 
peror, and the money and troops of Saxoov» 
had already fecured the crown on his rivaTs 
head ; he returned then with the glory of bav* 
ing been chofen king, and France had the mor- 
tification of having mad,e it appear, that flic 
was not fufEciently powerful to make a king of 
Poland. 

This difgrace, which befel the prince of Con- 
ti, did not interrupt the peace which fubfifted 
between the Chriftian powers in the North. 
The South of Europe was foon afterwards re- 
fiored to its tranquillity by the peace of Ryf- 
wick. 

There was no longer any war but that which 
the Turks carried on againft Germany, Poland, 
Venice, and Ruilia ; and here the Chriftiaos, 
though under a bad adminiftration, and divide^ 
among themfelves, had the fuperiority. The 
r ■ battle of Zanta, in which prince £u- 

9^ gene beat the grand feignior in perfon, 
and remarkable by the deaths of the grand vizir, 
feventeen bafliaws, and upwards of twenty thou- 
fand Turks who fell there, humbled the Otto- 
man pride, and brought about the peace of 

Car- 
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Carlcwitz, in which the Turks fubmitted , 
to the laws impofed by the conquerors, ^^ 
The Venetians had the Morea, the Mufcovitcg 
Afoph, the Poles Kaminiek, and the emperor 
Tranfilvania. All Chriftendom was then happjr 
and tranquil, the found of war was no longer 
heard, either in Afia or Africa, and the whole 
world was at peace during the two laft years of 
the feventcenth century, an epocha, alas I of 
too (hort a duration. 

The public calamities were foon awakendl 
agnin. The peace of the North was difturbed 
in the year 1700, by two men the moft extra- 
ordinary the world ever produced : one was 
czar Peter Alexowitz, emperor of Ruflia, the 
crther young Charks XII. king of Swreden. 
Czar Peter, though born a barbarian, became a 
great man, and by his genius and furprifing la- 
, Dours) was the reformer, or rather founder of 
hb empire. Charles XII. more courageous than 
the czar, and yet lefs ferviceabFe to his fubjeds, 
formed to command foldiers but not nations^ 
was the firfl hero of his age, but died with the 
charader of an imprudent king. The deibia-* 
tion the North underwent during a war of eigh- 
teen years, owed its rife to the ambitious poli- 
tics of the czar and the kings of Denmark and 
Poland, who wanted to take advantage of the 
youth of Charles XII. to ftrip him of a part of 
nis dominions j but Charles, at the age 
of fixteen, conquered all three. He ' 
was the terror of the world, and was already 
efteemed a hero, at an age in which other 
men have hardly finiflied their ftudies. He was 
for nine years the moft formidable monarch in 
H3 the 
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the world, and for nine years the moft mifer- 
able. . 

The troubles of the South of Europe arofc 
from another caufe. The king of Spain lay at 
the point of death, and it was in difpute who 
Ihould (hare the fpoils be was to leave behind 
him. The powers, who already devoured in 
invagination this immenfe fucceffion, did, on 
this occadon, what we freauently fee pra^ifed 
during the illnefsof a rich old man who has no 
children; the wife, the relations, the priefts of 
the fick king, and even the officers appointed to 
receive the laft commands of thofe who are 
dying, befeb him on all fides to get a favourable 
word from him. Some of the inheritors agree 
to divide the fpoils, and others prepare to 
di/pute them. 

Lewis XIV. and the emperor Leopold were 
in the fame degree of confanguinity ; they were 
both grandfons to Philip IIL and bodi had mar- 
ried daughters of Philip IV. therefore Monfeig- 
neur the dauphin, the king's fon, and Jofe^ 
kins of the Romans, (on to the emperor, were 
doubly in the fame degree. The riebt of elder- 
fhip was in the houfe of France, tne king and 
Monfeigneur being fons of the elder daughters : 
but the imperial houfe reckoned as rights, firft 
the formal renunciation to the crown of Spain, 
made and ratified by Lewis XIII. and Lewis 
XIV. with the name of Auftria ; the blood of 
Maximilian, from whence Leopold and Charles 
II. were descended ; the almoft perpetual union 
.which had fubfifted between the two branches 
of the houfe of Auftria; theftill more confhtnt 
hatred of thofe two branches againft the Bour- 
bons; 
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b©ns J the averfion which the Spanrfh nation 
had at that time to the French ; and laftly, the 
fecret fprings of the policy which governed the 
Spanifh council. 

Nothing at that time feemed more natural 
than to perpetuate the throne of Spain in the 
houfe of Auftria ; all Europe expedted this be- 
fore the peace of Ryfwick, but the weaknefs of 
Charles II. had difturbed this order of fucTceffion 
in the year 1696, and the Auftrian houfe had 
been already facrificed in fecret. The king of 
Spain had a grand-nephew, fon to Maximilian 
Mary, eledor of Bavaria ; the king's mother, 
who was ftill living, was great-grandmother to 
this young prince of Bavaria, who was then 
about four years old ; and this princefs, not- 
withftanding that (he herfelf was of the houfe 
of Auftria, being daughter of the emperor Fer- 
dinand III. prevailed on her fon to difinherit the 
Imperial family, in confequence of a pique (he 
had entertained againft the court of Vienna. 
She therefore caft her eyes on the prince of Ba- 
varia, though hardly out of his cradle, and 6e{- 
trned him to the Spanifh monarchy, and that of 
the new world. Charles II. who was then en- 
tirely governed by her *, made a private will in 
the year 1696, in favour of the eleftoral prince 
of Bavaria j but having afterwards loft his mo- 
ther, he was governed by his wife Mariana, of 
Bavaria Newbourg. This Bavarian princefs, 
who was fifter-in-law to the emperor Leopold, 
had as great an attachment to the houfe of Au- 
ftria, as the Auftrian queen-mother ha4 to that 

* See de Torcy*s memoirs^ Vol. I. page 15. 

H4 of 



151 TtfsAGEop 

of Bavaria* Thus the natural courfe of thiiigi 
waa all along inverted in this affair, which con* 
cerned the moft extenfive monarchy in the 
world. Mariana of Bavaria procured that will 
to be deftro^d, by which the youag prince of 
Bavaria was called to the fucceffion^ and ob» 
tained a promifefrom the king, that he would 
never have any other heir than a Ton of the em* 
peror Leopold, and would not name the houfo 
of Auftria. Matters were on this footing ac 
the peace of Ryfwick. The kings of France 
and AuAria were equally fearful and fufpictoui 
of each other, and had likewife Europe to fear. 
England and Holland, two powerful ftateSf 
whofe intereft it was to maintain the balance of 
power between crowned heads, would never fuf- 
fer, that the fame head which wore the crown 
of Spain, fliould likewife wear that of Franco 
or the empire** 

It is not poiitively known who' it wai that 
firft conceived the notion of making the pre* 
mature, and unheard of partition of theSptniA 
monarchy, during the l!fe*time of Ckarlea lit 
Mofl: probably it was the minifter Torct^ for it 
uHi» him who firft opened it to Bentinck earl 
vi' Portland, ambaflador from William III. to 
Lewis XIV. 
i6q8 ^'"S William entered with great 

^ alacrity into tliis new proieft ; and, 
in conceit with the count de Taliard at the 
Hague, difpofcd of the Spani(k fueceffion. To 
the young prince of Bavaria they gave Spain 
and the Caft-Indies, without knowing that 

* Tht Migniag fmpei^ff is ihs foftofthlt UopeM. 

Charle 
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Charles 11. had before that bequeathed to 
bim^all his dominions. The dauphin. Ton of 
Lewfs XIV. was to have Naples, Sicily, and 
the province of Guipufcoa, together with Tome 
few towns. The archduke Charles, fecond 
foA to the emperor Leopold, had only the 
dutchy of Milan given him, and nothing was ■ 
dcftted for the archduke Jofeph, Leopold's 
eld^ fon, and heir to the empire. 

The deftinj of a part of Europe, and the 
half of America, thus fettled, Lewis promifed 
1^ this treatv of partition, to renounce the 
entire fucceffion to the Spaniih dominions ; the 
dauphin promifed and figned the fame thing. 
France thought to make an addition to its ter- 
ritories ; England and Holland had in view to 
fettle the peace of a part of Europe ; but all 
tbefe politics were vain. The dying king be« 
ing informed in what manner thevwere tearing 
his monarchy in pieces during his life-time, was 
filled with indignation* It was generally ex-* 
peded, that upon hearing this news, he would 
declare either the emperor or one of his fons 
his fuccefibr, as a reward for his not having 
intermeddled in this (hameful partition; and 
that he would meke fuch a will as the houfe of 
Aaftria fliould didlate to him. He did in- j^ 
deed make a will, but he, a fecond time, .5*^ 
declared the prince of.Bavaria folc bcir to ^ 
bis dominions. Tne Spanifh nation, who 
dreaded nothing fo much as the difmembering 
of its monarchy, applauded the difpofition the 
king had made, which Teemed c<ilculated to 
bring about a peace. This hope likewKe prov- 
ed as vatii as the treaty of partition. I'he 
H 5 prince 
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prince of Bavaria, the intended king, died at 
Bruflcis*. 

The houfe of Auftria was unjuftly charged 
with the fudden death of this prince, merely 
from the probability that thofe wilJ be guilty 
of crimes, to whom crimes are ufeful ; and 
jiew intrieues began to be revived again at the 
courts of Madrid, Vienna, Verfailles, London, 
the Hague, and Rome. 

Lewis XIV. king William, and the ftates- 

general, difpofed once more of the.Spanifli 

M r h >^<>narchy in idea, and ai&gned to arch* 

i7o6 ^^^^ Charles, the emperor's youngcft 

y fon, that part which they had before 

given to the infant, lately dead. 

They gave Milan to the duke of Lorraine, 
and Lorraine, fo often invaded, and fo often 
reftored again by France, was to be annexed 
to it for ever. This treaty, which fet the 
politics of all the princes at work, to thwart 
or fupport it, proved as ufelefs as the firft. 

• The author of the hiftory of Lewis XIV. had men- 
tioned the moft of thefe ptrticularsi then new and very in- 
terertini:, a long time before the memoirs of the marquis de 
Torcy made their appearance ; and thefe memoirs have at 
length conArmed all the faAs alledged in this hiAory. 

Tlie fcandalous reports which were propagated oa th« 
denth of the eled^oral prince of Bavaria^ are no longer re* 
peated by writers of any authority. In the pretended me- 
moirs of Mad. de Maintenon, Tom V. pag. 6, we meet 
with thefe words j ** The court of Vienna, which bad al. 
ways been tainted with Machiavelian maxims, and was fuf* 
pcAed of employing poifoners to retrieve the miAakes of its 
minlAers ** It would feem by this expreflion, that the 
court of Vienna had always kept poifoners In a kind of 
office, the fame as their huflkrs and dragoons. We tMnlc 
it our duty to take notice of fuch indecent expreffioni, and 
coLtradiA fuch calumnies. 

Europe 
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Europe was again deceived in its attempt, as 
almoft always happens. 

When this treaty of partition was offered to 
the emperor to fign, he refufed, bccaufe he was 
in hopes of having the intire fucceffion. The 
French king^ who had ftrongly preffed the fign- 
ing it, waited in uncertainty for the event. 

The king of Spain, who faw himfelf at the 
point of death, in the flower of his age, 
was for beftowing all his dominions on the 
archduke Charles, his queen's nephew, and 
fecond fon to the emperor Leopold : he did not 
dare to leave them to the eldeft fon, fo preva- 
lent was the fyftem of a baknce of power in all 
minds^ and fo certain was it, that the apprehcn- 
fion of feeing Spain, the Indies, the empire, 
Hungary, Bohemia, and Lombardy, in the 
(ame hands, was about to arm all Europe. 
Charles IL wanted the emperor.Leopold to fend 
his fecond fon Charles to Madrid, at the head 
often thoufand men; but neither France, Eng- 
land, the ftates-general, nor Italy, would have 
permitted fuch a ftep to be taken at that time ; 
every one was for the partition. The emperor 
would not fend his fon alone, to be at the 
mercy of the Spanifh council, and he could not 
tranfport ten thoufand men thither: he only, 
wanted to march troops into Italy, to fecure 
that part of the Auftrian-Spanifb monarchy. 
There now happened in the moft important 
of concerns between two great princes, what 
happens every day between private perfons in» 
the moft trifling afliirs : they .difj;uted, they 
grew warm ; the Caftilian haughtinefs was 
ofi^ended by the German pride. The countefs 
of Peilitz, who governed the wife of the dying • 
H 6 kiiir* 
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king, alienated the minds of thofe in MaArid^ 
whom fhe ought to have won over, and the 
court of Vienna difguftcrf then ftill more bj 
its haughtinefs. 

The young archduke, who was afterwards 
the en^eroi^ Charles VI. ufird never to mentioa 
the Spaniards but with fome opproiwious ap- 
pellation. He then experienced bow incam* 
bent it is on princes to weigh alt their words. 
The bifhop of Lerida, who was ambafiador 
from the court of Madrid lo that of Vienna^ 
on fome occafion of diflike againft the Ger* 
mans, coUe£ked thefe exprefions^ and tranf* 
mitted them with exaggerations to his court 
in his difpatches, and even treated trbe Auftrian 
council more injurioufly in his letters, than the 
archduke had done the Spaniards by his ipeeches. 
'* Leopold's minifters, iaid he, have undierftand* 
ings like the horns of the goats in my countiy, 
fmall, hard, and crooket)." This letter was 
Blade public. The biihop of Lerida was re- 
called, and at his return to Madrid he doublf 
encreafed the averfion which his countrymen 
' had to the Germans. 

While the Auftrian party made itfelf thus 
hated by the court of Madrid, the marquis, 
after marflial duke of Harcourt, the French am* 
biifiador, gained all hearts by his prodigious 
magnificence, his dexterity, and perfeift know- 
ledge in the art of pleafing. He was the firft 
who changed into benevolence that antipathj 
which the Spanifh nation had nouriihed againft 
the French, ever fmce the reign of Ferdinand 
the Catholic, and by his prudent condud laid 
the foundation for that period, when France 
and Spain jcnewed the ancient bonds by which 

they 
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ibtf were united before the time of that Fer-» 
dinaAd. ^ Crown with crown^ nation with 
nation^ and man with maa.*^ He brought the 
Spanifh court to haire an affeAion for the hotife 
of France, its miniftersto be no toiler flarded 
at the renunciations made by Marb Thereia,. 
and Anne of Atiftrta, and the king bimfcif to 
waver between bis own boufe and that of Bonr- 
bon. He was therefore the primum mobile of 
the greateft change in the adminiftratiDn, and 
die minds of the peofrfe in general. Bnt this 
change was as yet at a confiderable dtftance.. 
The emperor employed entreaties and threats. 
The king e( France reprefented his rk;hts, but 
without venturing to s^ the entire mcceffiof> 
for his grandfon. 

The council of Madrid were as yet undeter- 
mined which fide to take, and Charles IL who^ 
was every day drawing nearer to his grave, was 
in equal uncertainty* Leopold in a pique re- 
called his-ambaflador, the count de Harracah, 
from Madrid, but foon afterwards he fent him 
back again, and then the hopes in favour of 
the houfe of Auftria were revived. The king 
of Spain wrote to the emperor that he would 
chufe the archduke for his fucceflbr. Then 
the French king threatned in his turn, aJIem- 
bled an army on the frontiers of Spain, and the 
marquis of Harcourt was recalled from his em- 
bafly, to command thefe forces, leaving only 
aa officer of foot at the court of Madrid, who 
had ferved as fecretary to the embafly, and now 
remained in quality of refident, as de Torci 
tdls us. Thus the dying king, threatned al- 
ternately by thofe who pretended to the fuc- 
ceffion, and plainly perceiving that the hour of 

his 
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his death would be that of a bloody war, and 
that his dominions were on the point of being 
torn in pieces, drew towards his end comfort* 
lehf irrefolute, and involved in difquietudes* 

In this violent crifis of afFairs, cardinal Por- 
tocarrero, archbifhip of Toledo, the count of 
> Monterey, and others of the Spaniib grandees^ 
determined to fave their country, and joined 
together to prevent the difmembrinii^ of the 
monarchy. Their hatred to the Auftrian go- 
vernment added a double weight to reafons of 
ftate in their breads, and did the court of 
France the mod cflential fervicc without her 
knowing it. They perfuaded Charles II. to 
prefer the grandfon of Lewis XIV. to a prince 
at (o great a diftance from them, and incapable 
of defending them. This, was not an invali- 
dation of the folemn renunciations of the Spa- 
ni(h crown made by the mother and wife of 
Lewis XIV. becaufe thefe had been made only 
to prevent the elder fnns of their defcendants 
from uniting the two kingdoms under one rule ; 
and here it was an elder fon that was chofen. 
It was at the fame time doing juftice to the 
rights of blood, and prefervingthe SpaniOi mo- 
narchy from a partition. The Scrupulous kin^ 
caufed all his divines to be confulted on this 
head, who were all of opinion with the council ; 
and ill as he was, wrote a letter with his own 
hand, to pope Innocent XIL propoflng the 
fame cafe to him. The pope, who thought 
the liberty of Italy depended upon the weak- 
ning of the houfe of Auflria, wrote back to the 
kine, <* That the laws of Spain, and the good 
of Chridendom required of him to give the 
preference to the houfe of France." This letter 

of 
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of the pope's was dated July 16, 1700. He 
treated this cafe of confcience propofed by 2 
fovereign, as an affair of ftate , while the king 
of Spain made a cafe of confcience of an im- 
portant affair of flate. 

Lewis XIV. was informed of thefe difpofi- 
tions by cardinal de Janfon> who then refided at 
Rome, and this was all the ihare that the court 
of Verfailles had in this event. Six months 
had pafTed without there being any ambaflador 
at th^ court of Madrid. This was perhaps a 
fault ; but perhaps alfo this very fault fecured 
the Spaniih monarchy in the houfe of France. 
The king of Spain then made his third will, 
that was for a long time thought to be the only 
one, and by which he bequeathed all his do- 
minions to the duke of Anjou *. 

It was generally thought in Europe that this 
will of Charles II. had been dictated at Ver- 
failles. The dying king confulted only the 
intereft of his kingdom, and the wilhes and 
even fears of his people ; for the French king 
had ordered his troops to advance to the fron- 
tiers, in order to fecure to himfelf a part of the 
inheritance, at the time the dying king deter- 
mined to leave him the whole. Nothing ia 
more true than that the reputation of Lewis^ 
XIV. and the notion of his power, were the 

* Some memoirs tell us that cardinal Portocarrero pre* 
vailed on the king to fign this will when he was dying, and 
give us a long fpeech which the prelate made to this mo- 
narch, to engage him to comply «*k*h his requeft. But it 
is eafily perceived that every thing had been prepared and 
difpofed for this in the month of July preceding. Befides, - 
who could know what cardinal Portocarrero faid to th« 
king when they were in private together ? 

only 
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<mly ^tgctiationd that completed this great re«- 
solution. 

Charier of Auftria, after havmg figned the 
ruiti td his houfe, and the aggrandizement of 
that of PVance, languiflied about a montk 
longer, when he cnded^ at the age of thirty- 
nine, the oMcure life h« had led while on the 
throne* It mmy perhaps not be altogether 
ufelefo towards giving an infight into the hu- 
man mind, to mention, that this monarch, a 
few months before his death, caufed the tombs 
of his mother and his fifit wife, Maria- Louiia 
of Orleans, to the poifening of whom he was 
fufpeded to hare been privy *, to be opened^ 
and killed the remains of their dead bodies. 
In this he either followed the example of 
fome of the ancient kings of Spain, or was 
willing to accuftom himfelf to the horrors of 
death, or from a fecret fuperftition thought 
that opening thefe tombs would retard the 
hour in which he was to be carried to his 
own. 

This prince was from his birth as weak in 
mind as body ; and this weaknefs had fpread 
itfelf through his dominions. It is the fate of 
monarchies to have their profperity depend 
upon the difpofition of a fmgle man. Charles 
II. had been brought up in fuch profound ig- 
norance, that when the French were befiegtng 
Mons, he thought that place had belonged to 
the king of England. He neither knew where- 
abouts Flanders lay, nor what place belonged 
to him there X. This king left the duke of 

• See the Chapter of meedotet; 

I See (k Torci*t Memolri, Tom. I. pa^t j%. 

Anjou 
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Aiijou all his dominioiM, without knowing; 
what he had given hina. 

His will was kept fo fecret that the count de 
HarraC) the emperor's ambaflfador, ftill flattered 
himfelf that the archduke would be acknow* 
ledged his fucceiTor. He waited a long time, 
for the iflue of the great council, which was 
held immediately upon the king's death ; at 
length feeing the duke of Abrantes coming to- 
W!ards him with open arms, he made fure ia 
that inftant that the archduke was king, when 
the duke embracing him, accofted him thus : 
Vengo adixpidir m^dela cafo de Aujlria. '' I am 
come to take my leave of the houfe of Auftria.'^ 

Thus, after two hundred years of war and 
Begociations, for fome few frontier towns of the 
Sptiiifli dominions, die houfe of France, by the 
lingle ftroke of a pen, was put in poflbffion of 
ti)e wkole monarchy, without treaties, without 
intrigues, and even widiout having entertained 
kopes of the fucceffion. Wc thought oorfelves 
obliged to bring to light the fimple truth of a 
bSi whkh has till now been obfeured by f6. 
Qany flateimeii and hiftorians, led away bjr 
their own prejudices, and by appearances^. 
that are almoft always fallacious. What we 
find related in a number of books concerning 
the fums of money diftributed by the marfhal 
d'Harcourt, and the bribing oftheSpanifh mi- 
oifiers to get this will iiga^, may be ranked ia 
the number of political lies and popular errors^ 
But the king of Spain, in chufing for his fuc- 
ceflbr the grahd-fon of a king who had fo long 
been his enemy, had always in view the con* 
iequences that natundly follow from a notion, 
of a general equilibrittm of power. The duke 

o£ 
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of Anjou, Lewis XIV's grand-fon, was calle<f 
to the Spanifli fucceflion, only becaufe he could 
never pretend to the crown of France ; and in ' 
this very will, by which, in default of vounger 
children of the blood of Lewis XIV. the arch- 
duke Charles, (afterwards the emperor Charles 
VI,) is called to the fucceffion, it is exprcfly 
declared, that the empire and Spain fliall never 
be united under one fovereign, 

Lewis XIV. might flill have abided by the 
treaty of partition, which was profitable for 
France, or he might have accepted the will, 
which was to the advantage of his family. This 
Nov I r ^^^^^^^ ^^^ a^ually in debate in an 

1700* extraordinary council. The chan- 
^ cellor, Pontchartrain, and the duke 
of Beauvilliers, were of opinion to abide by the 
treaty, as forefeeing the dancer of havine a 
new war to fupport. Lewis &w nothing like 
this I but he was accuftomed not to fear war* 
He therefore accepted the will, and as he was 
coming out of the council, meeting the prtn- 
cefs or Conti, with madame the ducchefsi 
** Well, faid he to them fmtling, on which 
fide are you V* and then without giving theoi 
time to reply, *• Which foever fide 1 take, 
added he, I am furc to be blamed ^" 

The 



* Kotwithftinding the juft conttmpt In which the prt* 
tended mtmoiri of mtfUme d« Mainttnen are held ihreogb* 
out Frencc, we think It ncceiftry to acquaint ftrangert 
that tstry thiog there feid relating to thii will, is entirely 
falfe. The author pretendi, that vfhtn the Spanilh am* 
baOador prefented the will of Charlei II. to Lewii, that 
prince replied, « We (hall conAder of It.** Certainly the 
king never made fo extraordinary a reply, flnce by th% 

OUff* 
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The a£^ions of kings, though often extra- 
vagantly flattered, are lilcewife liable to the 
fevereft ftriflures, infomuch that the king 
of England himfelf underwent the reproaches 
of his parliament, and his minifters were pro- 
fecuted for having been concerned in the treaty 
of partition. TTie Engfifh, who reafon better 
than any other nation, but who frec^uently fuf- 
fer the rage of party fpirit to extinguifli that 
reafon, exclaimed unanimoufly both againft 
William, who had made this treaty, and againft 
Lewis, who had .broke it^ 

Europe at firft feemed loft in furprife, and 
unable CO beftir itfelf when it faw the SpaniQi 
monarchy become fubjeft to France, whofe 
. rival it had been for above three hundred years. 
Lewis XIV. fecmcd the moft fortunate and 
powerful monarch in the world. He faw bim- 
felf, at the age of fixty-two, furrounded with a 
numerous pofterity, and one of his grand-fons 
ffoing to rule, under his orders, the kingdom of 
Spain, America, one half of Italy, and the Low 
Countries. The emperor as yet could do no- 
thing but complain. 

King William, now fifty-two years of age, 
infirm and feeble, no longer appeared the for- 
midable enemy he had been. He could not 
make war without the confent of his parlia- 



marqutt de Torci*s confeffion, the Spanifli aml>a0ador had 
not his audience of Lewis XIV. till after the holding of 
the council in which the will was accepted. 

The miniAer who then refided in Spain from the French 
courty was named Blecour, and not Belcour ; and the Spa- 
ni(h amhaflTador's name was Caftel dos Rios, and not Rius. 
The anfwer made by the klog to this ambaflador never 
bad ezUlcDce but in this idl^ romance? 

oent; 
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ment ; and Lewis had taken care to fend Aims 
of nnoney over to England^ with a view 
to purchafe feveral votes in^ that alTenibly* 
William, and the rDutch, not being ftrong 
enough to declare themfelves, wrote to Philip 
V. as to the lawful king of Spain. Lewis XIV, 
v^SLs fure of the eleftor of Bavaria, father to the 
young prince, lately deccafcd, who had been 
appointed king. This ele£lor, who governed 
the Netherlands' in the name of the deceafed 
king, Charles II. immediately fecured the pi>f* 
feffion of Flanders to Philip V. and left a pat 
fagc open for the French army through his elec- 
torate to the capital of Germany, in cafe the 
emperor fhould venture to declare war. The 
eledlor of Cologne, brother to the ele£k>r of 
Bavaria, was as intimately connected with 
France as his brother^ and thefe two princes 
feemed to z& with reaJTon on their ftde. The 
party of the houfe of Bourbon was at that time 
without comparifon the ftrongeft. The duke 
of Savoy, already father-in-law to the duke of 
Burgundv, was going to be the fame to the 
kingof ^pain, and was to have the conmiand 
of the French forces in Italy. It was hardlf 
imagined then that the father of the dutchefs of 
Burgundy and the queen of Spain, would ever 
make war upon his two fons-in-Iaw. 

The duke of Mantua, who had been fold to 
France by bis minifter, now fold himfelf, tad 
received a French garrifon into Mantua. The 
dutchy of Milan acknowledged Lewises grand- 
fon without beikatioi] % and even Portugd, 
who was naturally the enemy of Spain, imme- 
diately joined with it. In a word, from Gib* 
raltar to Antwerp, and from the Danube to 

Na- 
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Naples, all foeioed to ke ac the dev90li<m of tha 
6ourboii3. The king wa$ fe datod widi his 
pisQ(peri«y» that l^dking with the duke of Roch^ 
fouoiult onQ day, on the {uhjeSt erf the propo* 
fiUs.whicb the emperor made him at that time* 
be expreffed himfelf thus : « You will find 
tbensftill more infolent dun you have beat 
•old*/' 

King WtUiam, who to the hour of his doalk 
continued an enemy to Lewis XIV. promifed 
the emperor to arm England and Holland in 
bis caufe: be lifcewiTe engaged the court of 
Denmark in bis intereft : at length he %ned 
at the Hague that league which bad been sd-* 
ready fet an foot againft the boufe of q 
France. The king howeyer ¥^$ not ^^ 
much fuipriied at this, and depending ^7^1 
upon the diviiions he hoped to caufe in the 
Englifli parliament, by the money he had fent 
over, and ftill more on the united forces of 
France and Spain, feemed to defpife his ene*- 
mies. 

'At this time, king James died at St. Ger^ 
main. Lewis might on this occafion have 
paid what appeared due to decency and good 
politics, in not too haftily acknowledging the 
prince of Wales for king of England, after 
having already acknowledged William's title 
by the peace of Ryfwick. He was at firft de-> 
termined, from an emotion of pure generofity, 
to give the fon of king James the confolatioh 
of a title and dignity which his unfortunate 

■ • At Icaft this is wkat we find rdtted by Mr. Daageaw^ 
in bis manufcript iniKnoirs» tbougb tbey are not miwayt 
Aridly uue. 

father 
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had bore till the hour of his death, and which 
the treaty of Ryfwick did not take from him. 
The principal minifteri of the council however 
were all of a difFercnt opinion. The duke of 
fieauvlllieri efpecially, fet forth, in the moft 
eloquent manner, the many fcourges of war 
which were likely to be the confecjuence of fo 
dangerous a magnanimity. This nobleman 
was governor to the duke of Burgundy, and in 
every thing thought like that prince's preceptor, 
the famous archbifbop of Cambrai, fo well 
known by his humane maxims of government, 
and the preference he gave to the interefts of 
the people, over the grandeur of the monarch. 
The marquis de Torci enforced as a politician 
what the duke de Beauvilliers had advanced as a 
citizen. He rcprcfented how impolitic it was 
to Inccnfe the Lnglifla nation by fo ra(h a ftcp. 
Lewis yielded to the opinion of his council, and 
refolved not to acknowledge the fon of James II. 
as king. The fame day Mary of Modena, 
widow to the dcceafcd James, went to madame 
de Maintenon's apartments tofpeakwith Lewis 
XIV. She found him there, and with a flood 
of tears conjured him not to treat her fon, her- 
felf, and tiie memory of a kinj; he had pro* 
te(^ied| with fo much indignity as to refufc a 
title, the only remuins of all their former ercai- 
ncfiH. She obfervrdi that as her (on had always 
received the honours of n prince of Wales, he 
otrpjit to he treated ab king after the death 
of iiiH father} and that even William himfelf 
ro\itd not complain of this, provided he was 
left to enjoy his uiurpation. To thcfc ar^u- 
mrntH Hir mldrd others, which concerned the 
intctdt and gluiy of Lewis XIV. She repre- 

fcnted 
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iented to htm that whether he acknowledged 
the. Ton of James II. or not, the EngHHi would' 
neverthelefs declate againft France ; and that he 
would only feel the' vexation of having facri- 
ficed the moil noble fentiments to a fruitlefs pre- 
caution. Thefe reprefen nations and tears were 
powerfully feconded by madame de Maintenon. 
The king refumed his former fentiments, and 
the noble refolution of protecting diftrefled 
kings to the utmoft of his power. In a word, 
James III. was acknowledged the fame day 
that it had been determined in coundl not to 
acknowledge him. 

The marquis de Torci has' frequently owned 
this remarkable anecdote ; he has not indeed 
ioferted it in his memoirs, becaufe (as he 
himfelf obferves) he thought it was not to 
the honour ot his mafter, to be prevailed upon 
by two women, to alter a refolution v/hich had 
been taken in his council. Some Englifli gen- 
tlemen* have told me, that had it not been for 
this flep, their parliament might not perhaps 
have taken part againft the houfes of Bourbon 
and Auftria ; but that this acknowledging as 

• Among others, my lord Bolingbroke, who in his me- 
moirs has fince juftified all that the author of the Age of 
Lewis XIV. advances. .See his letters. Vol. II. page 56. 
Mr. de Torci is of the fame opinion in his memoirs : he 
rays. Vol. I. page 164, " The king's refolution to acknow- 
ledge tlie prince of Wales for king of England, wrought a 
change in the difpofitions which a great part of the natio* 
ibewed towards prefer ving the peace, &c.'* Lord Boling- 
broke fays, in his letters, that Lewis XIV. acknowledged 
the pretender ** through female importunities." Thefe arc 
fiifiicient proofs how induftrioufly the author of the Age of 
Lewis XIV. has fought after the truth, and with what can. 
dour he has related it. 

their 
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lb«ir king a perlbii whrns thejr had baniflied; 
appoared an infuk offbred to the nation, and an 
^utempt towards cxerdfing an abiotute authoriqr 
over Europe. The fpirit of freedom which then 
nrev^led among the Englilh, and that was not a 
uule encraafed b)r the hatred thej bore to Lewie, 
on account of his great power, made the na* 
tion contribute with cfaearfulnefi to all die fiif^ 
plies which William demanded. 

It appears more probable that the En|liih 
would have declared war againft Lewis XIV. 
even though he had refufed the empty tide of 
king to the fon of James IL His grandfon being 
in pofleflion of the Spanifh monarchy feemed 
alotie fufiicient to arm all the maritime powers 
againft him. A few members of the houfc of 
commons bribed to favour his caufe, could ne«- 
ver have oppofed the torrent of the nation. It 
vemaini to be decided, whether madam de Main* 
tenon judged better than the French council, 
and whether Lewis XIV. was in the right to 
indulge the pride and fenfibilitv of his fota ? 

The emperor Leopold firft began this war in 
Italy, in the fpring of the yeari70i. Italy 
has always been the favourite obie£t in all the 
concerns of the emperors. Me knew his arms 
could more eafily penetrate here through the 
Tirolcfe and the Venetian ftate ; for Venice, 
though neuter in appearance, ftill inclined more 
to the houfe of Auitria than to that of France, 
and being moreover obliged by treaties to allow 
a pafTage to the German troops, ihe found no 
great difficulty to accomplifli thefe treaties. 

The emperor, before he ventured to attack 
Lewis XIV. on the tide of Germany, waited 
till the Germanic body began to ftir in bis /■• 

vour. 
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Toor. He had good iittdltgence in the Spanifli 
court, and even a party there ; but neither of 
thefe could prove of fenrice vvithout the pre«- 
fence of one of his fons, and he could not be 
franfported thither but with the affiftance of the 
Engltfli and Dutch fleets. King William haf* , 
tened the neceflary preparations; his foul more 
adive than ever, in a feeble and almoft lifdefs 
body, iet every thing in motion ; not fo much 
witn a view to ferve the hotxfe of Auftria as to 
humble Lewis XIV. 

He waa to have headed the armies himfelf, at 
the beginning of the year 1702 ; but death pre- 
vented his defign. A fall from his w ^k ,£ 
horfe completed the difordcr of his IVtl^^ 
enfeebled organs, and a flight fever / 

carried him off. He died without making any 
laeply to what the Englifh cler^men * who at- 
tenoed at his bed-fide faid to him in relation to 
tbeir religion, and fhewed no concern but' for 
the affairs of Europe. 

He left bdiind him the character of a great 
politician though he was never popular, and a 
formidable general though he had loft fo many 
bacttes ; always circumfped in his condu£l, and 
fpirtted cmly in the day of battle ; he reisned 
peaceably in England merely becaufe he did not 
ji — -•' -• -■- '^-- ' - ^ '-- ~ 

* Our author U in thii place miftaken. Inftead of (hew- 
ing tty foHcitttde about the atMn of Europe, he paid 
1M4 or od jMtmtioiv to «b« l^ail o# Albemarie, juft arrived 
ffooi Hottmdy when be expltined to Kim iit private the po* 
Amrtf of MMfs ttpoit tiM adntinent t air Che anfwer he made 
^KMi yftiftfftfuiufiif, '* My li^ (fraws near a cbfe.** He 
cvnfnrwd on i)^irkual nMCters wieh arehbiHiop Tennifon 
end biOiop Bornvti MidrtceWtd the ftcrament with ^eat 
ilevotSofl. 

Vol, Vn. I tttempt 



170 T HE A G E F 

attempt to be abfolute ; be wa« called the Eng^ 
liHi uadtholdcr and the Dutch king ^ he uu' 
dcrftood all the European languages, but Tpoke 
none of them well, as he had a much greater 
fhare of rcHcflion than imagination ^ he zfftc^ 
tc'd to hate flatterers and tvAitery, perhaps be* 
caufc Lewis XIV. Teemed to take rather wo 
nuich picafure in them. His reputation was of 
a diflcrcnt kind from that of the French mo* 
narch ; thofe who admired moft the advantage 
of having acquired a kingdom without any na* 
tural right, and of maintaining the rule oyer a 
people without being beloved by them ( ofhw^ 
uvi governed Holland with ail the authority of 
a iovcrc\yju without enflaving it ; of havine been 
ihc foul and head of one haU of Europe, wicbout 
yAi'id'iuy:^ the talent)^ of a general, or the courage 
of a foldler > of never having perfccuted any one 
im the fcorc of religion > of having acontempc 
for the fu{/erftitious prejudices of mankind^ 
of havif,;^ U'cn fimpleand moderate in bis oiaO' 
ntn ', fu'h I fay will doubtless give the title of 
fi'C'^t to William, rather than to Lewis : while 
tijofc v/ho are more delighted with the plea* 
iuri: of a brilliant court, with magnificencr, 
with the protection given to the arts, with a 
7,t'a\ (or the public good *, a thirfi (or glory, and 
a talent for reigmw^^ who are m^re Arudk 

with 
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M^ith the lofty manner in which minifters and 
generals added whole provinces to France, only 
on an order from their king ; who are more 
aftoniflied to fee a Angle ftate make head againd 
fo many powers ; who have greater efteem for 
a king of France that procures the kingdom of 
Spain for his grandfon, than for a fon in-law 
who dethrones his wife's father ; in a word, 
thofe who admire more the proteAor than the 
perfecutor of king James, fuch will give Lewis 
the preference. 

To William III. fucceeded the princefs Anne, 
daughter to king James by the daughter of 
Lawyer Hyde, afterwards chancellor and one 
of the principal men of the kingdom. She was 
married to the prince ef Denmark, who ranked 
only as the firft fubje£l in the kingdom. As 
foon as fhe came to the crown, fhe adopted all 
the meafures of her predeceflbr king William, 
though fhe had been at open variance with him 
during his life. Thefe meafures were thofe of 
the nation. In other kingdoms, a prince obliges 
his people to enter blindly into all his views $ 
but at London a king muft enter into thofe of 
bis people *. 

The difpofitions made by England and Hol- 
land for placing, if poflible, the archduke Charles, 
fon to the emperor Leopold, on the throne of 
Spain, or at leaft to qppofe the eftabliihment of 
the Bourbon family, were fuch as perhaps may 
be faid to merit the attention of all ages. 

and order in a nation of flaves, overawed by a ftandin^; 
army of above four hundred thoufand ruf&ans, inured to 
blood and rapine. 
• Witnefs this and the laft war upon the continent. 

I 2 The 
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The Dutch on their fides were to maintaijiaB 
trmy of one hundred and two thoufand men in 
pay, either in garrilbn or in the field. This 
wai much more than the vaft Spanifli monarchj 
could furnifli at that time : a province of mer- 
chanti, who, thirty years before, had been al* 
moft totally fubdued in the fpace of two months, 
could now do more than the mafters of Spain, 
Naples, Flanders, Peru, and Mexico* £ng- 
land proroifed to furniih forty thou&nd men. 
It happens in moft alliances, that, in the lon^ 
run, the parties concerned fall (bort of their 

f^romifed <juotas i but England, on the contrary, 
iirniihed hfty thoufand men the ibcond year in- 
ilead of forty, which (he had promifed ; and, in 
the latter part of the war, (he bad in pay, on 
the frontiers of France, in Spain, Italy, Ire- 
Sand, America, and on board ber fleet, up* 
vfards of one hundred and twenty thodaiid 
fighting men, foldiers and failors, partly bef 
own troops, partly thofe of her allies i an ex- 
pence which appears almoft incredible to thofe 
Vfho refle€^, that England, properly fo called^ 
is not a third fo large as France, and has not 
one half the Quantity of coin i but will appear 
probable in the eyes of. thofe who know what 
trade and credit can do. The Engli(h always 
bore the greateft (hare of the burthen in thit 
alliance, while the Dutch infenftbly leflEened 
theirs i for after all, the repuUic of th« fiatcs* 
general is only an illufbrious trading company^ 
whereas England is a fruitful country abound- 
Ingin merchants and feldiers. 

jThe emperor was to furniih ei|bty thoufand 
men, exduAve of the fuccouia of the empire, 
and thofe allies whom he hoped to detatch from 

the 
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Aebooreof Boaibon; and yet the grandfbn 
of Lewis XIV* was already featcd peaceably 
on bis dirone at h/bdiidf and Lewis, at the 
beginning of the ocntunr, was at the zenith of 
bis power and doty : but tbofe who penetrate 
cd into the reJoorces of the fevefal courts of 
EttTOpe, and efpecially that of France, began 
to fear feme reverfe. Spain, that bad Men* 
weakened under the laft kings of the race of 
Charles V« was ftill more feeble during the 
early part of the reign of the Bourbons, The 
bouie of Auftria had partiians in feveral pro* 
vinces of this monarchy; Catalonia fcemcd 
ready to fliake off the new yoke, and acknow^- 
ledge the archduke Charles* It was impofHKle 
but that Portugal muft fooner or later, fide 
with the houle of Auftria. It was plainly irs 
entereft to encouraee aciril war among the 
Spaniards, its natunu enemies, that might turn 
to fbe advantage of lAtbon* The duke of Sa* 
roj^ lately beomie father*in*law to the new 
king of Spain, and linked to the Bourbons bv 
die des crf'blood as wdl as treaties, leemed a^^* 
ready di^lealed with bis fens-in^law. Fifty 
thotifaful crowns per month, afterwards raifed 
to two hundred tboufimd franks, did not ap- 
pear a fufficiently yaluaUe confideradon to bind 
bim to their intereft ; he wanted at leaft Mont* 
ferrat, Mantua, and a part of the dutdiy of 
Milan* The haughty behaviour he met with 
from the French generals, and from the mt' 
niftry at VeHailles, made him apprehenfive, 
and not without reafon, that he (hould feon be 
held for nothing by his two fons-in^bw, who 
kept his dominions fiirrounded on every fide. 
He had already quitted the emperor for France 
I 5 with- 
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without any ceremony ; and it feemed more 
than probable, that, finding himfelf fo little re- 
garded by the latter, he would change tides the 
hrft oportunity. 

As to the court of Lewis XIV. and his king- 
dom, nice fpirits already perceived a change in 
them, which is only vifible to the grofler ones 
when the decline is far advanced. The king, 
now upwards of fixty years of age, was grown 
njore retired, and confequently knew lefs of 
mankiiid ; he faw things at too great a diftance, 
iiiul with eyes Icfs difcerning, and dazzled with 
profpcrity. Madame de Maintcnon, with all 
ihc amiable qualities (he was miftrefs of, had 
neither the ftrcngth, grcatnefs, nor courage of 
mind, requifite for fupporting the glory of a 
ftate; (he was inftrumental in procuring the 
management of the finances in 1698, and the 
department of war in 1701, for her creature 
Chamillard, who was more of the honefl man 
than the minifter, and had ingratiated himfelf 
with the king by his difcreet conduct, when 
employed at St. Cyr ; but, notwithftanding an 
outward appearance of modcfty, he had the 
misfortune to think himfelf capable of bearing 
two burthens, which Colbert and Louvois had 
with difficulty fupported feparately. The king, 
depending upon his own experience, thought 
that he could fuccefsfully direct his minifters -, and 
when Louvois died, he faid to king James, *< I 
have loft agood niinifter, but neither your aJSairs 
nor mine ftall go the worfe for it." When he 
made choice of Barlefieux to fucceed Louvoii 
as fecretary of war, he faid to him, ** I formed 
your father, and will form you." He expref- 
i'cd himfelf much in the fame manner to Cha- 

millard. 
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millard. A king who had been fo long engao;- 
ed in public affairs, and with i'uch great fuccefs, 
feemed to have a right to talk in this manner. 
In regard to the generals whom he employ- 
ed, they were frequently confined by the ftridl 
orders they received from him, like ambailadors 
who muft nqt depart from their inftru£tions. 
He and Chamillard direiSied the operations of 
the campaign in madame de Maintenon's clofet. 
If a general was defirous of executing any 
great undertaking, he was frequently obliged 
to difpatch a courier to court for permifiion, 
who at his return found the opportunity loft, or 
the general beaten. 

Military rewards and dignities were profufcly 
lavifhed under Chamillard's adminiftration ; 
numbers of young perfons, hardly out of their 
leading>ftrings, were allowed to purchafe re- 
giments, which, with the enemy, was the re- 
ward of twenty years fervice. Thfs difference 
was very feniibly felt on many occafions, iti 
which an experienced officer might have pre- 
vented a total rout. The croffes of the knights 
of St. Lewis, a reward invented by the king 
in 1693, and then .the obje& of emulation 
among the officers, were expofed to fale in the 
beginning of Chamillard's miniftry, and were 
to be bought for fifty crowns a-piece, at any of 
the war-ofiices. Military difcipline, the foul 
of fervice, which had been fo ftriftly kept up by 
Louvois had degenerated into a fatal remiflhefs ; 
the companies were not complete in their num- 
ber of men, nor the regiments in their officers. 
Hence arofe a defeft, which, fuppofing an 
equality in other refpe^ls, muft infallibly oc- 
cafion' the lofs of all their battles ; for, to have 
I 4 an 
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an equal extent of front wkh that of the eiiemy» 
they were obliged to oppofe weak' battalions to 
ftrong and numerous ones. The magazines 
were no longer fo well provided, nor at Aich 
convenient diftances, nor were the arms fo well 
tempered as formerly. Thofe therefore who 
perceived thefe defects in the adminiftratton, 
and knew what generals France bad to deal 
with, trembled for her, even in the midft of 
thofe firft advantages which feemed to promifo 
her greater fuccefs than ever*t« 

^ The compiler of the memoirt of laadem 4» Malmtno* 
IkySy that, towards the end of the foregoing war, the mar*, 
quis de Nangis, colonel of the king*s regiment, told him» 
that he had no way to ftop the defertion of hit foldiera bat 
hy knocking the defevtert on the head^ It Is worth wUle ta 
fem'arky that this marqvis de Nangit « afterwards a maHlial^ 
wai not colonel of the kingU regiment till the year 17 ti. 

The fame author abufet the regiment of guards, whom be 
calls Pierrots : he feemt not to know how they dUlingutib- 
ed themfelves at Valcovr, Steinkirk, Nerviode, and at atmoll 
every fiege. Htiiory fliould not be s CiitifS a{^ft any body 
of men, or piivate perfons^ 

f All thefe drcumftances imply, diat the fofoier fnip^ 
rity of Lewis wai not owing to his own perfonal talents^ 
but entirely to the great abllitlet of bit old mlmftcrt snd gt* 
iwalSi who wen aow ao more. 
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CHAP. CLXXXr. 

The War of 1701. Conduft of Prince Eu* 
GENE, Marmal Villeroi, the Duke o^ 
Vendome, the Duke of Marlborough^ 
and Marshal Villars^ till the Year 
1703. 

TH E firft general who put a check to the fu- 
periority of theFrench arms was a French- 
man, ror fo wefhould call prince Eugene, tho' he 
was the grandfon of Charles Emanuel, duke of 
Savoy : his father, the count de SoiiTons, had 
Jettled in France, where he was lieutenant-gene^ 
ral of the king's armies, and governor of Cham- 
pagne ; and married OlimpiaMancini, onet>f the 
nieces of cardinal Mazarin. From q^ ., 
this ma ch, fo unfortunate in other * 3 

refpe£ls, was born at Paris this prince, who af*- 
terwards proved fo dangerous an adverfary to 
Lewis XIV. aod was fo little known to htm in 
his youth. He was known at firft in France 
by the name of the Chevalier de Carignan ; he 
afterwards took the petit-collet, and was called 
the Abbot of Savoy. It is faid that he afked 
the king for a regiment, which his majefty re« 
fufed him, on account of his bein^ too much 
connected with the princes of Conti, who were 
then in difgrace. Not being able to fucceed 
with Lewis AlV. he went to fervc the empe* 
tor againft the Turks in Hungary, in i684« 
together with the princes of Conti, who had 
already made a glorious campaign there. The 
king fent an order to the princes of Conti, and 
aQ Siofe v^ho had accompaned them in this ex« 
I 5 pedition^ 
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pedition, to return home. The abbot of Savoy 
was the only ona who refufed to comply with 
this mandate : he continued his journey, openly 
declaring that he renounced France for even 
The king when he was told of this, faid to his 
courtiers *, " Don't you think I have had a 
great lofs ?" and thefe gentlemen immediately 
gave it as their opinion, that the abbot of 
Savoy would always be a mad-headed fellow, 
and fit for nothing. They founded their judg- 
ments on certain fallies of youth, by which 
wc are never to judge of men. This prince, 
who was held in fo much contempt at the 
court of France, was born with all the qualifi- 
cations which form the hero in war, and the 
great man in peace ; he had a juft and lofty 
mind, and the necefTary courage both in the 
£eld and the cabinet ; he was guilty of faults, 
as all generals have been, but thefe were loft in 

* See Dangeau*8 memoirs. 

There were at that time feveral young lords of the couft» 
vrho wrote indecent letters to the princes of Conti, in 
which they were wanting in the refpe^ they owed the 
king, and in complaifance to Mad. de Maintenon, who was 
then only a favourite. Thefe letters were intercepted, and 
the young people in dlfgrace for fome time. 

The compiler of the memoirs of Maintenon is the only 
one who alTerts that the duke de la Rochaguieni faid to his 
brother, the marquis de Liencourt, " Brother, you deferve 
death if your letters are intercepted.^* In the firft place» no 
one deferves death for having a faulty letter intercepted, 
but for having wrote it ; and in the next place^ no oncLde- 
ferves death for writing a jeft. It is evident that tbefe 
young lords did not deferve death, becaufe they were all' 
taicen into favour again ^ all thefe fuppofitious fpeeches, 
which are fo lightly repeated in th** world, and afterwards 
colleQed and publiflied by obfcure and mercenary writen^ 
are undeferving of our believe. 

the 
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the number of his great a&ions. He (hook the 
greatnefs of Lewis XIV. and the Ottoman 
power : he governed the empire ; and, in the 
courfe of his vidories and rainiftry, fhewed an 
equal contempt for vain-glory and riches. He 
cherifhed, and even protected learning, as much 
as could be done at the court of Vienna. At 
this time he was about thirty-feven years of 
age, and had the experience of his own vifto- 
ries over the Turks, and the faults which he 
had feen committed by the Imperial ifts in the 
late wars in which he ferved againft France. 
He entered Italy by the country of Trent, in 
the territories of Venice, with thirty thoufand 
men, and full liberty to make fuch ufe of them 
as he pleafed. The court at fifft forbid mar- 
Ihal Catinat to oppofe the paffage of prince Eu- 
gene, either becauie they would not commit 
the iirft sl& of hoftility, which was bad policy 
when the enemy had already taken up arms, or 
elfe becaufe they would not difoblige the Vene-r 
tians, who were however lefs to be feared than 
the German army. This firft miftake in the 
court occafioned marfhal Catinat to commit 
others. That perfon rarely fuccecds who fol- 
lows a plan that is. not his own ; befides, we 
well know how difHcuIt a matter it is, in a 
country cut through with rivers and ftreams of * 
water, to prevent a fkilful enemy from pafling 
them. Prince Eugene, to a great depth of 
fcheming, added a lively promptitude of execu- 
tion. From the nature of the ground likewife 
on the banks of the Adigi, ,the enemy's army 
was more compa6l, while that of the French 
was more extended. Catinat was for marching 
to meet the enemy j but the lieutenants-general 
I 6 ftarted 
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ftarted dtfHcuIties, and formed cabals agtinft 
him. Inftead o£ making them obey him, hi 
gave way ; the mildnefs of his di^fition led 
him to commit this cjeat error. Eu^ne begaa 
f f - by forcing the poft of Carpi, near the 

noi'- ^"^'^^ ^*"**' ^***^** ^" defended by 
^' St. Fremont, who negleAed the gene- 
ral's orders in fome refpeAs, and occafion^ his 
own defeat. After this fucceft, the German 
army had the command of all the country, be^ 
tween the Adigi and the Adda, and penetrated 
into the Breflan, while Catinat retreated behind 
the Ogtio. Several good officers approved of 
this retreat, which, in their opinion, virasaveiy 
prudent one; to which we may further ada, 
that the failure of the proviftons and am- 
munition promifed by the miniftry, render* 
ed it abfolutely neceflary. The courtiers, 
and efpecially thofe who had hopes of fuc- 
ceeding Catmat in the command, reprefent- 
ed his behaviour as a fcandal to the French 
name. Marfhal Villeroi perfuaded them that 
he could retrieve the honour of the nation ; the 
confidence with which he fpoke, and the liking 
the king had to him, procured him the com- 
mand in Italy ; and marfhal Catinat* notwith- 
ftanding his former vi£tories of Sti^flfarde and 
Marfailles, was obliged to ferve under him. 

The marfhal duke de Villeroi was fon to the 
king's governor, had been brought up with his 
royal mafler, and alwavs enjoyed a prindpsl 
ihare of his favour : he had been with him in 
all his campaigns, and made one in all hb par- 
ties of pleafure : he was of an agreeable and 
engaging figure, extremely brave, a very wor- 
thy man, a good friend, finccre in his comiec- 
3 tiom> 
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ticms, atid magnificent in all his adiona *• But 
his enemies faid he was more taken up, after 
be came to be general, with the honour and 
pleafure of commanding, than with the fchemes 
€^ a great captain, and reproached him'with 
heing fo much wedded to his own opinion, as 
t# flight the advice of every one elfe. 
^ He now repaired to Italy, to lord it over Ca* 
tinat, and difguft the duke of Savoy. His be- 
haviour fliewed, that he thought a favourite of 
Lewis'XIV. at the head of fo powerful an ar* 
fty was infinitely fuperior to a prince. He 
never called the duke by any other name than 
Monf. de Savoy, and treated htm like a com« 
mon general in the pay of France, and not like 
a fovereign. In a word, the friendfliip of this 
prince was not regarded fo much as was necei^ 
fary, confidering that he was mafler of the bar- 
rios which nature has'placed between France 
^ and Italy. The court thought that fear wa» 
the fuf eft knot to bind him ; and that a French 

• The author, who in his yomgcr dftys had frequently 
the honour of feeing this nobleman, thinks himfelf autho- 
rifed to declare that the above is his real chara^er. La Ba«-> 
mette, who abufes both marflial Villeroi and marihal Vil- 
larsy and many others, in his notes on the age of Lewis 
XIV. fpeaks thus of the late marfliai duke of Villeroi, page 
lot, VoL III. of the memoirs of Mad. de Maintenon, " Vil- 
leroi tlie vain-glorious, who ufed to amufe the women with 
fo eafy^an air, and would aik his fervants with fo much 
arrogance, " Is there any money put into my pockets ?** 
How can any perfon put into the mouth, I will not fay of a 
great nobleman, but even of any well-bred man, wofda 
which were faid to have been fpoken by a financier ? How 
can he pretend to talk of fo many great men of the paft 
age, as if he had feen them all ? Or, how can any one have 
the alfurance to commit to writing fuch falfe and fcurriloua 
reflexions ? 

army. 
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armVy furrounding about fix or feven tboufan4 
Piedmonterc, was a fufHcient pledge for bi$ 
fidelity. Marflial Villeroi behaved to him ai 
his equal in eommon correfpondence, and hit 
fuperior in the command. The duke of Savoy 
had the empty title of generaliflimo, but mar- 
fbal Villeroi was (o in fa£l. He immediauly 
gave orders for attacking prince £u|^enc in the 
poft of Chiari, near the Oglio. The general 
officers were of opinion, that it was agamft all 
the rules of war to attack this poft, for tbefe 
efiential reafons ; that it was of no confequcncc ; 
that the entrenchments were inaccefiiblc ', that 
nothing could be gained by forcing them, and 
that, if they failed, the reputation of the whole 
campaign would be loft. Villeroi however told 
the duke of Savoy that he muft march, andfent 
an aid-de-camp to order marflial Catinat in his 
name to begin the attack. Catinat made the 
meflenger repeat the order to him three difie* 
rent times ; then turning towards the officers 
who were under his command, ^* Come on 
« then, gentlemen, we muft obey." 

acpt. 1 1, y^gy marched direftly up to the en- 

'7^' trcnchmcnts, and the duke of Savoy 
fought like a perfon who had no fubjcdt of 
complaint againft France. Catinat fought evcty 
where for death ; he was wounded, but never- 
thclcfs, on feeing the king's troops rcpulfcd, he 
made a retreat ; after which he quieted the army, 
and returned to Verfaillcs, to jjive an account 
of his conduA to the king, without complain- 
ing of any one. 

Prince Eugene always maintained his fuperi- 
ority over marflial Villeroi j at length, in the 
heart of the winter 1 70a, one day that the 

maribal 
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marflial was fleeping in full fecurity in Cre«» 
mona, a pretty ftrong town, and pro- p , 
vided with a very numerous garrifon, ^ * ^ 
he found himfelf awakened with the ^7^2 
noife of a difcharge of fmall arms ; upon 
which he rofe in hafte, mounted his horfe, 
and the iirft thing ha met with was a fquadron 
of the enemy. The marfhal is immediately 
made prifoner and led out of the town, without 
knowing any thing that had paiTed there, and 
unable to conceive the caufe of fo extraordinary 
an event. Prince Eugene was already in the 
town of Cremona; a prieft called Bozzoli, pro- 
voft of St. Mary la Nova, had introduced the 
German troops through a common fewer. Four 
hundred men having been conveyed through 
this fewer into the prieft's houfe, immediately 
killed the guard at the two gates, which were 
flung open, and prince Eugene enters the city 
with four thoufand men. All this was done 
before the governor, who was a Spaniard, had 
the leaft fufpicion, or marfhal Villeroi was 
awake. The whole affair was conduced with 
the greateft fecrecy, order, and diligence. The 
Spaniih governor on thefirft alarm, appeared in 
the ftreetwith a fewfoldiers, but was prefently 
fhotdead with a mufket; all the general officers 
Were either killed or made prifoners, excepting 
lieutenant-general count de Revel, and the 
marquis du Pralin. Chance however confound- 
ed the prudent meafures of prince Eugene. 

It happened that the chevalier d'Eniragues 
was that day to review the regiment of marines, 
of which he was colonel ; the foldiers were af- 
fembled by four o'clock in the morning, in one 
of the outparts of the city, exa£Uy at the time 
2 that 
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that prince Eugene entered at the other part * 
d'Entragues began to run through the ftreets 
with his foldiers} he makes head againft thofe 
pf the enemy that come in bis way, and by 
this means gives the reft of the garrifon time to 
repair thither. The ftreets and fquares were 
now filled with officers and foldiers, confufedly 
mingled together, fome with arms, ibme with- 
out, and others half naked, without any com* 
mander at their head. The fight is begun in 
the utmoft confufion, and they entrench them* 
felves from ftreet to ftreet, and from fquare to 
fquare. Two Irifh regiments, that made part 
of the garrifon, checked the efforts of the Im- 
perialiits. Never was greater prudence fhewn 
in the furprize of a town, nor more valour in 
defending it. The garrifon confifled of about 
five thoufand men ; prince Eugene had as yet 
introduced only four thoufand ; a large detach* 
ment of his army was to have joined them by 
the bridge over the Po ; the meafures were well 
concerted, but another ftroke of chance rendered 
them all fruitlefs. ^his bridge, which was 
guarded only by an hundred French ibldiers, 
was to have been feized upon by the German 
cuiraffiers, who were ordered to go and make 
themfelves mafters of it, the inftant prince Eu* 
gene entered the town. For this purpofe, at 
they came in by the fouth gate, next to the 
common fewer, they were to go out into the 
country of Cremona at the north part of the 
city, thro* the Po-gate, and then immediately 
make the beft of their way to the bridge. At 
they were going through the city, the guide 
who conduced them' was killed by a muflcet- 
Ihotfrom a windows the cuirafEcrs miftake one 

ftreet 
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fired: for another^ and wander out of the>r way* 
During this fmall interval of time> the Irifii af- 
femble at the Po-gate, attack and repulfe the 
cuiraffiers ; and the marquis du Prfilin, feizing 
this lucky moment, orders the bridge to be 
broken down $ the fuccours which the enemy 
f xpeded cannot arrive, and the town is faved. 

rrince Eugene, after having fought the whole 
day, and conftantly keeping pofleffion of the 
gate by which he entered, at length retired, 
taking with him marfhal Villeroi, and moft of 
the general officers prifoners, but difappointed 
of taking Cremona, which his activity and pru- 
dence, together with the negligence of the ge- 
nerals, had once made him maftef of j and 
which chance, and the valour of the French and 
Irifli troops, had fnatched from him again. 

Marihal Villeroi, who was extremenr unhap- 
py on this occafion, was condemned by the 
courtiers at Verfailles, with all the feverlty 
and acrimony that his (hare of the royal favour, 
and the loftinefs of his charader, which waa 
taken by them for vanity, could infpire. The 
king, who btamed-but did not condemn him, 
was not a little difpleafed to find his choice fo 
highly cenfured, and in the heat of bis refent- 
ment fufTered thefe words to eicape him, 
*^ Tbev take a pleafure in abufing him, be- 
caufe he is my favourite :'* (fee Dan|eau'8 
memoirs) a term that he never before m his 
life made ufe of in regard to any one* The 
duke of Vendome was immediately appointed 
to go and take the command in Italy. 

The duke of Vendome was grandfon to 
Henry IV. and, like him, intrepid, mild, bene- 
ficent, and humbles aftranger to hatred, envy» 

aDd 
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and revenge: he (hewed pride only among; 
princes, and behaved with equality Co every 
one elfe : he was the only general under whom 
the common men were not led to fieht merely 
from principles of military duty, and that me- 
chanical inilinA which obeys the orders of an 
officer. Thev fought for the duke of Vendome; 
and would "^nave laid down their lives to extri- 
cate him out of a falfe ftep into which bis fiery 
genius fometimes hurried him. He was thought 
not to caual prince Eugene in the coolnefs and 
depth or his dcflgns, and the art of fubfifting 
his troops ; he was too apt to neglect litrie 
matters, and fufFcred military difcipline tolan- 

5ui(h in his army ; he gave too much time to 
eep and the pleafures of the table, as well as 
his brother. This over-indulgence put him 
more than once in danger of being carried off: 
but in the dav of battle he made amends for all 
thefe faults, oy a prefence of mind and difcern- 
ment which feemed to grow from danger } thefe 
opportunities he was continually feeking, be* 
in^ not fo well Qualified for a defenfive war as 
prmce Eugene, but fully equal to him in the 
offenfive. 

The fame diforder and negligence that he 
introduced into the army were vifible to a fur* 
prifing degree in his houihold, and even his 
own perfon. From his jzreat averfion to (hew 
or oftentation he contra^ed a cynic flovenlinefs 
almoft unparalleled $ and difentereftednela, the 
moft noble of all virtues, became in him a fault, 
by makine him lofe more by carele(rne(8 than 
be would have expended in aas of bounty. He 
has been often known to want even common 
ncccflaries. His brother, the grand prior, who 

com- 
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commanded under him in Italy, had all his 
faults, which he carried to a ftil] greater excefs, 
and made amends for by the fame valour. It 
is furprifing to fee two generals never rifing from 
bed till four o'clock in the afternoon, and two 
princes, grandfons to Henry IV. negleding their 
perfons in a manner that the meaneft foldier 
would have thought (hameful. 

What is ftill more furprifing, is, that mixture 
of activity and indolence, with which Vendome 
carried on fo fmart a war againft Eugene ; a 
war of artifice, furprifes, marches, croffing of ri- 
vers, petty ncirmi(hes,oftenasfruitIefsas bloody; 
and murderous battles, in which both fides claim- 
ed the vidory ; fuch as that of Luzara, for which 
TeDeum was fung both at Paris and ^ 
Vienna. Vendome always came "S* ^^ 
off conqueror, when he had not to ^7 ' 
deal with prince Eugene in perfon ; but as 
foon as that general appeared at the bead of 
his troops, the French had no longer the ad- 
vantage* 

In the midft of thefe battles, and the fieges 
of fo many towns and cities, private t^^^ - 
intelligence was brought to Verfailles, , -q« ' 
that the duke of Savoy, grandfon to ' ^ 
a fitter of Lewis XlV. father-in-law to the 
duke of Burgundy, and Philip V. was going 
to quit the Bourbon intereft, and was actually 
in treaty with the emperor. Every one was 
aftoniftied that he fhould, at once leave two 
fons-in-law, and give up what appeared to be 
his true intereft : but the Emperor had pro- 
mifed him all that his fons-in-law had refufed 
him Montferrat, Mantua, Alexandria, Va- 
lencia, and the countries between the Pq and 

the 
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the Tanero, with more money than ht re« 
ceived from France. The money was to be 
furniihed by England, for the emperor had 
hardlv fufEcient to pay his troops. England, 
the ncheft of all the allies, contributed more 
than any of them towards the common cauft* 
Whether the duke of Savoy (hewed any reeard 
to the laws of nature and nations ? is a queftion 
in morality which has very little to do with the 
conduct of fovereigns *. The event however 
proved in the end, that he was not at all 
wanting to the laws of policy in the treaty he 
made ; but he was wanting in another very ef* 
iential point of politics, in leaving his troops at 
the mercy of the French, while he was treating 
ii with the emperor* The duke <» 

i?M Vendome ordered them to difarmed ; 

f^ they were indeed no mofethtn five 
thouCind men, but this was no inconfiderriile 
objea to the duke of Savoy. 

No fooner had the houfis of Bourbon loft 
this ally, when ihe heard that Portugal had 
Itkewiiie declared aroinft her. Peter^ king of 
Pofti:^al, acknowKged the archduke Cbailea 
for king of Spain. The imperial council, in 
the name of this archduke, difmembered, in 
favour of Peter II. a monarchy, in which he 
was not as yet mafter of a *fingle town ; and, 
by one of thofe treaties which are never exe* 
cuted, ceded to him Vigo, Bayonne, Alcantara, 

• The law of luHonf will juftify Mity prince in mieMifl 
Ing en alliance, when he finds himTeir Ul-creatnd bjr bis alljr. 
Our author owns that the duke of Safoy was trcntod with 
InTolence by the generals of France ; and that the advaotase 
•f his kingdom was better confulted ia his cDgagenenia 
witii the emperor* 
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Badajox» a part of Eftramadttray all the coun- 
tries 1 viAg to the weft of the rirer la Plata in 
America -, in a word» he made a partition d 
what be bad not to gire^ in order to acquire 
what be might. 

The king of Portugal^ Ac prince of HcSh 
Daraiftadty minifter to the archduke, and the 
admiral of Caftile, hi« creature, implored the 
affiftance of the king of Morocco. They not 
only Altered into a treaty with thefe barbarians, 
fupplying them with horfet and com, but they 
Ukewife aiked for a bodr of troopt. The em* 
peror of Morocco, Muley Ifiaael, the moft 
warlike and politic tyrant at that time in the 
Mahometan nation, would not iend bis troops 
but on iiich terms as were dangerous to Cbrif* 
tendom, and Cbameful to the king of Portugal ; 
be demanded a ion of that king's as an boib£e» 
together with a certain number of towns. The 
treaty did not take place; and the Cbriftians 
contented themfelves with tearing each other 
to pieces with their own hands, without cal- 
ling in thofe of barbarians. The affiftaiice of 
Africa would not have done the houfe of Auftria 
fo much fervice as that of England and Hol- 
land did. 

Churchill, earl, and afterwards duke of 
Marlborough, was declared general of the con- 
federate armies of England and Holland, in the 
year 1702. This man proved as fatal to the 
French greatnefs as any that had appeared 
for many aees. He was not one of thofe ge- 
nerals to whom a minifter delivers the pbm of 
^e campaign in writing, and who, after hav- 
ing followed the order be has received from the 
cwinety at the head of bis army^ returns home 

to 
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zn^ JT "SK aniii^ af Tuni^.t, aad lamitjr of 
l^iXL sL f.ar^'- vmiis mc E^r iih call a cool 
Jgar- jz M yrrr.Kpf ^3 :=^ cig^'firafion, the 
pTinrrL'aL srni jx aacizc tfic a CTH'iniianacry dut 
me J.T^'r.h acs " nar-Trd xc dicsr ri^oiies over 
ere Fr=3ct iir ac ^s^is of Paiiiers, CicSfyf 

I^Liribcr^nir^ wh^ wis cxfefrtigaUe as a 
v^L^jzc c-j---:z CDC cacipaizii, was no lefs 
a5ri? a cfraczatcc ia tisc winter ; he went to 
ux Hizx^ aad liEicd all the courts of Ger- 
frxriT ; sr? perfb^dcd the Dutch to drain them- 
ttltis to Lsmble France; he roufed the refent- 
nient of the eledor-palatine ; he flattered the pride 
of the tlcctor oi Brandenbufg, who wanted to be 
king, by holding the napkin to him at ubie, bj 
which he drew from him a fupply of 8000 men. 
Prince Eugene, on his fide, had no fooner finiflied 
one campaign, than he went to Vienna to make 
preparations for another. We may eafily judge, 
whether an army is better fupplied, where the 
Uciicral 1$ at the £ime time the prime minifter. 

Thefe 
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Thele two great men, who had rometimes 
the command jointly, fometimes feparately, al- 
ways underftood each other. They had fre- 
quent conferences at the Hague, with theerand 
peniionary Heinfius and the fecretary Fagel, 
who governed the United-Provinces with equal 
abilities, and better fuccefs than the Barneveldts 
and de Witts. They, in concert, continually 
fet the fprings of one half of Europe in play 
agaihft the houfe of Bourbon ; and the French 
miniftry was at that time much too weak to 
oppofe for any length of time thofe combined 
forces. The plan of operations for the cam- 
paign was always kept an inviolable fecret. 
They fettled their defigns amongft them- 
felves, and did not entruft them even to thofe 
who were to fecond them, but at the inftant of 
execution. Chamillard, on the contrary, be- 
ing neither a politician, a warrior, nor even 
acquainted with th6 management of the revenue, 
and who yet a£led as prime-minifter, was unable 
to plan any defigns of his own ; and was there- 
fore obliged to be beholden to inferior people 
for their affiftance. His fecret was almoft al- 
ways divulged, even before he himfelf knew 
exa^ly what was to be done. Of this the 
marquis de Feuquieres accufes him with great 
juftice i and Mad. deMaintenon acknowleges, 
in her letters, that fhe had made choice of a 
man who was not fit for the miniftry. This 
was one of the principal caufes of the misfor- 
tunes which befel France. 

Marlborough, as foon as he came to the 
command of the allied army in Flanders, 
(hewed that he had learnt the art of war 
(^ the great Tureone, under whom he had 

ia 
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in bis younger days made his firft campaigns 
as a volunteer. He was then known in the 
army only by the name of the handfome £ng» 
li^man: but Turehne ibon perceived that 
this handfome Engtifhman would one day be a 

S^reat man. He began his command by raifine 
everal fubaltern of&ers in whom he had di^ 
covered merit, and who were till then unknowSt 
without confining him&lf to the order of military 
rank, which we in France call the order of 
the Tableau. He was {endble, that when pre* 
/erment is only the confequence of ieniortty» 
all emulation muft perifh ; and that an oficer 
IS not always the moft ferviceable for being the 
moft ancient. He prefently formed men. He 
gained ground upon the French without hazard- 
ing a batde» Ginkel, earl of Athlonc, the 
Dutch general, difputed the command with bim 
the firft month, and, before fix weeks were at 
an end, was obliged to yield to him io everv 
refpefl. The kmg of France fent bis gran^ 
ion, the duke of Burgundy againfl: him> a wile 



and upright prli^ce, born to make a people 
happy. The raarihal de Boufflers, a man of 
indefatigable courage, comnaanded the army 



under the young prince. But the duke of Bui* 
fiundyt after having feenfeveralplacca taken be* 
lore his face, and teine oblijced to retreat hj tbe 
ftilful marches of tbe Eng^iin, returned ta Ver- 
failles before the campaign was half over, 
leaving Boufflers to bea witnefr to A^rlboroiigb*s 
fuccefles, who took Venlo, Rurentoade, and 
Liege, and continued advancing wicbout lofiag 
the Superiority one inftant. 

When Marlborotigli returned !• TirndtM 
at tbe doft of tbie ^campaigay be received all 

tbe 
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tfbeluMKnirs that could be beftowed m a mo- 
aiarcby and a rqwhlic. He was created duke 
hj the queen ; aixl, what was ftiU more flattering^ 
he received the thanks of the two houies of par* 
liamenty who lent deputies to compliment him 
Mt his own houfe. 

But now there arefe a perfon who &emed 
likely to reftore the droo^g fortunes of France. 
This was the marfhal duke de ViUars, then 
lieutenant-general, and whom we have fince 
leen at the age ^of eighty-two, commander in 
«hief of the armies oT France, Spain, and Sar-- 
dtnia : this man had a great ihare of boldnefs 
4Uid conidence, and had himfelf been the ar-i 
-chited of his own fortune, by his unwearied 
fierievenmce in the cKfcharge of his duty. He 
Ibmetimes offended Lewis XIV. and what was 
fiill mofe dangerous, his minifler Louvois, by 
fycTking to them with the fame boldnefs with 
which he fenred. He was accufed of not hav- 
ing a modefty becoming his courage. But at 
length it was feen that he had a genius formed 
for war, and to command Frenchmen. He had 
been greatly advanced within a few years, after 
liaving been left a long time unnoticed. 

Never was diere a man whofe preferment 

creased more jcaloufy, and with lefs reafon. 

He was marihal -of France, duke, and peer, 

and governor of* Provence: but then he had 

^aved the flate ; and others who had ruiued it^ 

4>r had no other claim but that of being courtiers, 

had met with as great rewards. He was even 

upbraided with the riches which he acquired 

by contributions in the enemy's country, a juft 

and reafonable reward for his valour and con- 

4\tet ; -while thofe who had amafled fortunes of 

Vol. VU. K ten 
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ten times the value, by the moft fcandsdout 
methods, continued to enjoy them with the ap- 
probation of the public. He did not begin to 
tafte the iweets of the reputation he had ac' 
quired till he was near eighty; and he muft 
have outlived the whole court to have enjoyed 
jt undifturbed. 

. It may not be amifs to acquaint the world 
vfith the reafon of this injuftice in mankind. 
It was owing to the want of art in marfhal 
Millars : he had not enough to make himfelf 
friends, with integrity and underftanding ; nor 
to fet a proper value upon himfelf, by fpeaking 
that of himfelf which he dvferved that others 
ihould fay of him* 

One day that he was taking leave of the 
king, he faid to him before the whole court, 
** Sire, I am' going to fight againft your ma- 
jefty's enemies, and leave you in the midft of 
mine/' He faid to the courtiers of the (fuke 
of Orleans, regent of the kingdom, who were 
all grown rich by that fubverfion of the ftate 
called fyftem, *• For my part I never got any 
thing but by the enemies of my country. 
Thefe fpeeches, which were accompanied with 
the fame courage as his actions, were too hum- 
bling to thofe who were already fufficiendf 
incenfed at his good fortune. 

At the beginning of the war he was one of 
the lieutenant-generals who had the command 
of the dv^tachments in Alface. His army was 
at thattime.in the mountains of Brifgaw, which 
border upon the Black Foreft ; and this immenfe 
foreil feparated the eleAor of Bavaria's army 
from .the French. Catinat, who commanded 
in Straiburg, had too much circum^ptftion in 
5 bis 
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"his conduft to think of attacking the prince of 
Baden atTuch a difad vantage ; as in cafe of a 
repulfe the French army muft infallibly be loft*, 
and Alface laid open. Villars, who had re* 
folved to be marfhal of France, or to die in the 
attempt, hazarded what Catinat did not &sLre to 
undertake. He wrote to court for permiffion ; 
and then marched towards the Imperialifts at 
Friedlengen, with an inferior army, and fought 
the battle of that name. - . , 

The horfe engaged in the plain, the foot 
climbed up to the top of the hill, and at- 
tacked the German infantry, which was en- 
trenched in the woods. I have more q ri 
than once heard marflial Villars him- ^' ^^* 
fclf fay, that after the battle was won, ^7^? 
end as he was marching at the. head of his in« 
fantry, a voice was heard crying out, ^* We 
arBT.cut off;" 'upon which the whole body im- 
mediately took flight. He dire<Stly ran up to 
them, crying out, *' What is the matter, friends ? 
we have gained the viftory, God hlefs the 
king." The foldiers, all pale and trembling, 
repeated, " God blefs the king," and began to 
ily as before. He declared that he never met 
with more difficulty than in rallying the con- 
querors, and that if only' two of the enemy's 
regiments had (hewed themfelves at that in- 
ftant of general panic, the French would have 
been beaten : fo frequently does the fate of 
battles depend upon mere chance. 
. The prince of Baden, though he loft three 
thoufand men, with all his cannon^ was driven 
out of the field of ba^le, and purfued for two 
leagues, through woods and defiles, while as a 
proof of his defeat, the fort of Friedlengen 
¥L 2 capi*" 
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^pitulated. Neverth^fs, he wr6te ik> the 
court of 'Vienna that he had gained the vidoiy, 
imid ordered 7> Deum to be fung, which was 
more fhanoeful to hini than even the lofs of the 
kattle. 

The French, recovered from their ptnnic^ 
proclaimed Villars marihal of France on the 
field of battle ; and the king a fortnight after- 
wards confirmed the title which the foUicn 
bad conferred on him. 

Marihal Villars, having afterwards joined the 
eledor of Bavaria with his victorious army, 
found him likewife a con^^ueror, gaining ground 
«f the enemv, and in pofieffion of the imperial 
city of Ratiioon, where theafieinbly of the em* 
pire had lately vowed his deftru&ion. 

Villars was better qualified to ferve his 
country, when a&ing only accordii^ to his 
own genius, than in concert with anotivr. 
He carried, or rather dragged, the eledor acro6 
fh e 'Danube i but tio fooher had they pafled 
that river, than the ele&or began to repent cf 
what he bad done, perceiving, that up6n the 
leaf): check, he fhould be obliged to leave bis 
dominions at the enemy's mercy. The count 
of Styrum, at the head of near twenty thou<» 
fand men, was in march to join the mud 
army under the prince of Baden, near Dona* 
wert. The marihal told the eledor that tbb 
mufl be prevented, by mairching dtr^Iy and 
attacking Styram. The eleftor wiHifig to 
temporize, replied, that be muil confute bis 
miniilers and generals upon that bead. <* An 
,not I your minifter and general, anfwercd Vil* 
lars ? do you want any other council but ne 
when you are to give battle?'' The prince, 

fuH 
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I14( of the danger wbkrb tbreaiened his domi- 
nions, ftiU kept back, and even grew angrj 
with tbe general. *^ Well then, faid Villars, 
a your eledoral bighnefs will not embrace 
^his opportunity with your Bavarians, I will 
begin tbe battle with tbe French i" znd imme- 
diaiely g^ve orders for tbe attack. The prince 
was incenied *, and looked upon Viliars as a 
Biadman^ but was obliged to fight againft his 
wilL Thi» was ki the plains of Hochftet near 
ponawert. 

After tbe firft charge there appeared o 
pother iitiftance of the effea of chance ^^^' ^^' 
u^ bactfea. The enemy's army and ^^^^ 
^im of tbe French were both feized at tbe 
fi^ lioif wkb a pannic, and fled; and naaiihal 
V^Han £mw himfelf left alone for iboac minutes 
fi^ Ae fidd of battle : however, he rallied bis . 
Ivpops, M t^cm back to tbe charge, and gained 
Ar yfiJE^ry, Three thouland of tbe Impe- 
|i^lift% vf^n^Uft dead on tbe field, and four 
lUfsufs^Pii ta^k^ prifonersy wkh their cannon 
?n4. t^l^ESVe* The ekdor made bimlelf inafter 
^^¥^u%- 'I^ road to Vienna was open^ 
Md it was fiven deba^ in tbe emperor's 
council whether he fliould quit his coital* 

The eipperor was ei^culaUe for bis appre* 
lienfions i he w^ beaten every where* The 
duke of Burgundy, with the marlhals Tallard 
fpd Vauban und^r him, had joft taken Old Brt- 

* All dot any be fomid in the m cm uin of the marflia! 
4t HiHsfS Id oniioicripey where I myfelf have leeo crcry 
eircamlUoce. Tbe firft Tolonie of tbde memoire in print 
^re really bU, the two others are hj another hand, snd 
CMxiewfast diffwtnt. 

Kj fcc; 
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he ; and Tallard had not only taken Landauy^ 
but had alfo defeatcdthe prince of Heile, after* 
wards king of Sweden, near Spires, as he was 
attempting to relieve the town. If we believe 
the marquis dc Feuquieres, (a moil excellent 
officer and complete judge* in the military art^ 
though rather too fevere in his deciftons,) mar* 
ihal Tallard won t\)t battle by a fault and a 
miftakc. However, he wrote tnus to the king 
from the field ef battle.: *^ Sire, your majefty's 
army has taken more ftandards and colours 
than it has loft private men/' 

In this adlion there was more execution done . 
by the bayonet than in any other during the 
war. The French have a lingular advantage 
in the ufe of this weapon, on account of their 
natural impetuofity ; but >t is now become 
more menacing than fatal : the quick and clofe 
firinc; has prevailed in its ftead. The Englifh 
and Germans were accuftomed to fire in di* 
vifions with greater order and readinefs than 
the French. The Pruffians were the firft who 
loaded with iron rammers. The focond- king 
of Pruffia taught his troops fuch an exercife*, 
that they couM fire fix times in a mmute, with 
great eafe. Three ranks difcharging their fire 
at once, and then advancing briflcly up, decide 
the fate of the battle now-a-days« The field- 
pieces I ikewife produce a no le(s formidable ef*- 
fe&. The battalions who are flag^ered with 
the fire, do not wait to be attacked with the ba- 
yonet, and are completely defeated by the ca- 
valry : fo that the bayonet frightens more than 
it fiavs, and the fword is &come abfolutely 
ufclcfi to the infantry. Strength of body, Ikill^ 
and courage, are no longer of any fervice to a 

com- 
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^dmbatant. The battalions are great machines, 
and thofe which are beft formed natiirally bear 
down all that (land in their way. This was 
*e very thing which gave prince Eugene the 
viftory over the Turks in thofe famous battles 
of Temifwar and Belgrade ; .while the latter 
ivoald in all probability have had the advantage 
from their fuperiority of numbers, had thefe 
battles been what we callied mixed fights. Thus 
the art of deftroying each other is not only en- 
tirely different from what it was before the in- 
vention of gun-powder, but even from what it 
was a century ago. 

As the Frendh arms maintained their repu- 
tation with fuch fuccefs at firft in Germany, it 
was prefumed that marfhal Villars would carry 
it ftill farther by an impetuofity which would 
difconcert the German phlegm : but the fame 
qualificationr which made him a formidable 
chief, rendered it impoflible for him to 2l& in 
concert with, the eledor of Bavaria. The king 
would not fuffer his generals to fhew haughi- 
tinefs to any but his eneniies; and the eleiSor 
ef Bavaria unhappily wrote for another marfhal 
pf France. 

Villars then, whofe prefence was fo necef- 
fary in Germany, where he had gained two 
battles, and might poffibly have cru&ed the em- 
pire, was recalled, and fent into the Cevennes, 
to make peace with the rebellious peafants. 
We fliall fpeak of thefe fanatics in the chapter 
of religion. Lewis XIV. had at this time ene- 
mies that were more terrible, fuccefsful, and 
irreconcileable^ than the inhabitants of the 
Cevennes. 

K 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. CLXXXIL 
Loft of the Battle of HocHstbt, or Bliw* 

H£XM« 

THE duke of Marlborou^ was returned 
from the Low Countries in the beginnings 
of 1703* with the fame conduiS); and the fame 
fuccefs. He had taken Bonn, the refidence of 
the eIe£tor of Cologne. From tbeace ke 
marched and retook Hut and Limbure,. and 
made himfelf matter of all the Lower RhiAe.- 
Marihal Villeroi, now returned from hit con- 
finementy commanded in Flanders^ whore be 
bad no better fuccefs ap;ainft Marlboroush tba» 
he had had againft prince Eugene. Marflhal 
Boufflcrtrwitn a detachment of bia amnr» had 
indeed gained a fmall advantage in the nght of 
Eckeren, over the Dutch general, Opdami (iir 
an advantage which bat no confequeocot i» 90 
advantage atall. 

And now the boufe of Auftria was undooe, 
without the Engliih general marcbed %o dm 
affiftance of the emperor. The eledor of B^ 
varia was mailer of PaiGw .^ Tbirtv thoufiind 
French, under the command of mamal Martin^ 
who had fuccecded VillarB, overfpread lihecQiiii<* 
fries of the other ftde the Danube. There were 
feveral flying parties in Auftria. Vienna itlelf 
was threatened on one fide by the French and 
Bavarians, and on the other b^ prince/Ragocikv 
at the bead of the Hungarians, fighting ki 
their liberty, and fupplied with money from the 
French and the Turks. In this fituatioo of 
affairs, prince Eugene hailens from Italy to taJce 

Che 



LEWIS XIV. not 

^ (TQipmgnd of the armies in Germany : he 
p^ ap ipterview with the duke of Marlborough 
^ H^elbron. ThP Englifli general, whofc 
.jEi^n^s yerp at full liberty, b^ing left ^o a6l as 
^e pi^aQsd by his qu(ce|i and her allies the 
I)utc^, inarches yitn fuqcours into the heart 
.jof the eoipirer taking with him for the prefent, 
pn thoufand Englim foot, and twenty-three 
^'uj^drons of horfe. Hie makes forced marches, 
an4 arrives on the ban)cs of the Danube, near 
Doqawert, oppofite to the eleftor of Bavarians 
tines, wheris about (sight tboufand French, and 
^$ jgwiy Bavarians lay entrenched, to guard 
ihfi country they had conquered. After an en- 
ga{;enient of two hours, Marlborough forces 
%c lines^ at the head of threie battalions of 
£iifi;lijQi^ and routs the Bavf^rians and French. 
It IS 1414 that he killed fix thoufand of the 
'^nefX^,^dlo{£asmanybimfelf. A general con- 
^;erns hinifelf little about the number j , 
of flaia^ provided he fucceeds in bis ^^^^ * 
l^ntenprize. He then took Donawert, 7^^ • 
repaf^d the Danube, and laid Bavaria under 
contribution. 

Marihal Villeroi, who attempted to follow 
^im in his firft marches, loft fight of him 
on a fudden, and knew not where he was, till 
he he^rd the news of his ViSory at Donawert* 

MaHh^ Tallard, who with a corps of thirty 
tjK^ufand men, had marched by another route 
tooppoie Marlborough, came and^ joined the 
cledtor. At the fame time prince Eugene arrives, 
gpd joins Marlborough. 

At length the two armies met within a fmall 

HR^ncf of Donawert, and nearly in the fame 

pl^^jju y^herc marfiial Villars had gained a vie- 

~ K 5 tory 
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tory the year before. I know that the matihaf, 
who was then in the Cevennes, having received 
a letter from Tallard's army, wrote the night 
before the battle, acquainting him with the 
dtfpofition of the two armies, and the manner 
in whtch marfhal Tallard intended to engage^ 
wrote to his brother-in-law, the prefident de 
Maifons, telling him that if marflial Tallard 
^ave the enemy battle in that pofition, hcmuft 
infalliblv be beaten. This letter was fhewn to 
Lewis aIV. and afterwards became public. 

The French army, including the Bavarians, 
confided of eighty-two battalions, and one hun- 
dred ^nd fixty fquadrons, which made in all near 
Axty thoufand men, the corps bei/ie then not 
quite complete.' The enemy haa fixty-four 
battalions, and one hund^red and fifty-two fqua^ 
rfrons, in all not above fifty-two thoufand men j 
for armies are always made more numerouf 
than they really are. This battle, that proved 
fo bloody and decifive, defervcs a particular at- 
tention. The French generals were accufed of 
a nun.ber of errors 5 the chief was, the having 
brought themfelves under a necei&ty of accepting 
a battle, inftead of letting the enemies armj 
wafte it (elf for want of forage, and giving time 
to marfhal Villcroi, either to fall upon the Ne^ 
therlands, then in a defencelefs flate, or to pe- 
netrate farther into Germany. But it ihould 
be confideredin reply to this accufation, that the 
French army being (bmewhat flronger than that 
of the allies, might hope for the viSory, which 
indeed would have infallibly dethroned the em- 
peror. The marquis de Feuquieres reckons up 
no Icfs than twelve capital faults committed by 
the Eleaor, Maifin^ and Tallard^ before and 

aftci 
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sifter the battle. One of the ixioft confiderable 
was, the not having placed a lacge body of foot 
in their centre, and having feparated the two 
bodies of the army. I have often heard marfhal 
Villars fay, that this difpoiition was unpardon- 
able. 

- Marfhal Tallard was at the head of the 
right wing, and the Eledor, with Marfin, at 
the left. Tallard had all the impetuous and 
fprightly courage of a Frenchman, an ad^ive and 
penetrating underftanding, and a genius fruit- 
ful in expedients and refources. It was he who 
had made the partition treaties. He was allied 
to glory and fortune by all the ways of a man 
of genius and courage. The battle of Spires 
had gained him great honour, notwithftanding 
the animadverfions of Feuquieres ; for a vic- 
torious general never appears culpable in the 
eyes of the public, while he who is beaten is 
always in the wrong, however juft or pru.- 
dent his condu£t may have been. 

But marihal Tallard laboured under a malady 
of very dangerous confequences to a general.^ 
his fight was fo weak, that he could not diftin- 
guiih objeds at the diftahce of twenty paces 
from him. Thofe who were well acquainted 
with him have told me moreover, that his im- 
petuous courage, quite the reverfe of the duke 
•f Marlborough's, growing ftill warmer in. the 
heat of the a^ion, deprived him fometimcs of 
the neceflary prefence of mind. This defcft 
was owing to a dry and inflammatory ftate of 
the blood. It is well known thai the qualifi-r 
cations of the mind are chiefly influenced hy 
the conftitutioA of the body. - 

K 6 This 
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I'bii wai the firft thm Aat mtriial Mifi» 
had comtMniei in ckkf* Wkb « gwat dial of 
wit and a Kood underftandinft m k Aid ao* 
have had rather the experience ol ftgood ofieer 
than of a general. 

Af to the ele^or ef Bavaria, he waa kwfcii 
upon not kff aa a ^reat general than aa * v«» 
liant and amiable prince, die darling ct bia fiib* 
je^f, and who nad more flMgnaasmi^ daua 
application. 

At length the battle began, betiMen twabe 
and one aclock in the afternoon. MaribMMlt)^ 
with hii Eoglifli, having pafled a Anall.rivaMp. 
began the attaclcupon TaUard'a cavalrjr. That 

J(eneral, a little before, had rode toiMwdt dio 
eft wing to observe ki difpofition. It waa n# 
fmall diladvaatage to Tallatd'f corpa from tha 
beginning to be obliged to iigbt without ita 

Senerat at iti head. Tbecorpe commanded bf 
%e EleAor and Marfiot ^^ ^^^^ y^ 1>mii at» 
tacked by prince Eugene. Mariboaoag^ began 
upon our right near an hour before Evgent 
could have come up to the EleAor at 0ur Mr. 
Ai foon ai marihal Taliard heard that Mark 
bc^rough had attacked hie wing, he ammadiaieljr 

toilecthithcr, where be found a Ajrioaa adioft 
cgun i the French cavalry rallied three timeip. 
and wai ai often repulfed. He then want to 
the village of Blenheim, where be bad pofted 
twenty-feven battalions, and twelve fi|uadrona» 
Thii wai a little detached army ibat kept a 
continual fire on Marlborough, during tha whale 
time he wai engaged wirti Taliard'a wing* 
After giving hii orden in tbia viUage, be 
hafirni back to the place, where the diibe, wicb 

abody 
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•a body of bi)rfir and battalioBs of foot betureeiv 
tlif f^tiftmih wa»4iivkig the Ffencb c^vplry 

Mr, d9 F^vqiiieree is certainly miftakea ii» 
CiyiB^ thftt mar(ba:l TaUard was aot prefent 
at tb» tMM^ but was taken prifoner u br 
va» retorning from Marfin'» wkig to* hia^ 
'0wn* All aecounts agrfic, and it was but too* 
tru9 far him, that be ws» aflually prcfent. Hr 
fcceived a hurt io the adion, ^ his foa wad> 
mortally wottnded by bre fide. His cavalry 
was routad befone bis fiKer The vidorious* 
MarJboTdiigh forced bia way between the two* 
bodies of the French arny on one fide, while 
mn Ae other bis general officers got hetweeiv 
ibe village of Bkabeini and Tallard V divifipnyi 
wbiek waa alfo fepai aced froi» the little arcajp 
kk that viflage* 

In thkcrttfl fitoattons maribal Tallard^fiev' 
to rally fome of the broken fijuadrons ; bat tbr 
badnefs of his fight made him miftake a fquaT 
droo of the enemy for one of his own*, and he 
was taken prifoner by the Heffian troops that 
wero in the Engliih pay.- At the' very inftant 
that the general was taken, prince £ugene^ 
after having been three times repulfed^ at lengtb 
gained the advantage. The rout now became 
total in Tallard's divifion ; every one fled witb- 
the utmoft precipitation ; and io great was the 
terror and confufion throughout that whole 
wing, that officers and foMiers ran headlong 
into the Danube, without knowing whither 
th^ were going. There wa^ no general officer 
to give orcbrs lor a retreat ; no one thought o£ 
fiKving thofe twentv-feven battalions a^ t^vehre 
l^juadsiostt of dse bfift troops of Firancet that 

were 
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were fo unfortunately (but up in Blenheim/ or 
of bringing them into a^ion. At laft maiibal 
Marfm ordered a retreat. The count du Bourse 
afterwardf marihal of France, faved a 6nm 
part of the infantry^ by retreating over the 
marihei of Hochftet ; but neither bim^ Marfiiiy 
nor any one elfe, thought of thii little aronr^ 
which ftill remained in Blenheim, waiting (or 
orderly which were never fcnt them* It cofi« 
itfted of eleven thoufand eficctivc men^ from 
the oldeft corpi. There are many examplet of 
lefi armief tnat have beaten othcra of fifty 
thoufand men, or at leaft made a '^loriouf re* 
treat ; but the nature of the noft determtnei 
every thing* It waff impoifible for them to 
get out of the narrow ftreeta of a village, and 
range themfelvei in order of battle, in the face 
of a victorious army, that would have over^ 
whelmed them at onre with a fuperior frontf 
and even with their own artillery, which wai 
all fallen into the vi^orff handa. 

The general officer who commanded here 
wai the marqui» of Cleren»baut, f(m to the 
marflial of that name : he wai hafteningto find 
,out marihal Tallard, to receive ordera from 
kim, when he wai told that he wai taken pri** 
ibner ; and feeing; nothing but people running 
on all ftiic^, he H'd with them, and in flying 
was drowned in the Danube. 

Brigadier biviere^, who wa« pofted in tbia 
irtllii|^e, ventured upon a b(/ld ittoke : he called 
aloud to the ofEccri of the regiment* of Ar^ 
toil and Provence, to follow him : feveral o^ 
ficeri even of other regimenti obeyed the fum^ 
mona, and rufhing out of the village, like thofe 
who make a (ally from a town that ia befiMed, 

feU 
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iell upon the enemy's but after this Tally thef 
were to return back again. Oneofthefe officers, 
named Des-Nonvilles, returned fome few mO"** 
ments afterwards on hoifeback, with the earl 
of Orkney. As foon as be entered the village, 
die reft of the officers flocked round him, en- 
quiring if it was an Englifli prifoner that he 
bad brought in ? ^ No gentlemen, replied he; 
I am a prifoner myfelf, and am come to tell 
you, that you'have nothing left but to furrender 
yourfelves prifoners of war. Here is the earf 
of Orkney, who is come x.o ofFer voir terms." 
At bearing this, all thefe old banas fhuddered 
with horror : the regiment of Navarre tore its 
colours, and buried them. But at length the/ 
were obliged to yield to neceffity ; and this 
whole army laid down its arms without having 
ftruck a blow« My lord Orkney has told xM 
that it was impoffible for them to do otherwife 
in their confined fituation. Europe was ftruck 
with aftonifhment, that the beft troops iir 
France fhould have fuffered fucb difgrace; 
Their misfortune was at firft imput^ to 
cowardice; but a few years afterwards the 
6me thing happening to fourteen thoufand 
Swedes, who furrendered at difcretion to the 
Mufcovites,' in the open field, fully juftified 
the French, 

Such was this famous adion, which . 
in France was known by the name of ^' ' 3» 
the battle of Hochftct, and by the ^7<^4- 
Englifli and Germans was called the battle of 
Blenheim. The vidors had near five thoufand 
killed and eight thoufand wounded ; the greateft' 
part of whfcb lofs fell on the fide of prince" 
£cigene* The French army was almoft en- 

tircly 
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lirely cut tppieccsi Of fixty ttiqufzn^ nesji 
who had been lb Ipng viA^ripm,. no% a|x>Yr 
twenty thQ\x(mi' could b|$ ga^r^ togctb«^ 
after the battle. 

This fatal day war di^nguiihed hy the \o{%' 
0f twenty thouiand m^n' killed^ foufte^i? thou»> 
fand inaa<»prifoner3^ all the c^moifi»f> prqdjgiouy 
number of ilandards, colours, . tonti^ 9nd equi<^ 
pages, with the gepeml of the armv, and twelve 
hundred offieeis of . DQte ifi^tbe h^nds of thp 
conauerors^ The ru^away^ difpcrfed' tbemfelver 
•n ail ildss i and upwards of a^i hufidred lc%ue^ 
pf coMtry were loft in leTi thfA>a ipontb. The 
whole ele^ra^ of fiavaria« H9W ffdleii ufidef 
lAie yoke of the tipperor, eyperifnicpd all th^ 
feverity of Auftriaa refefitinen^, and ?11 tbp 
cruelties of a rapacious foldiery.- The el^^bor 
ib hi9 way to Brufielsy wfarther he was flying 
for refuge, met wit^ bis brotbrr the e|f&or <? 
Cologne, wbp like })im was dri^^n oyt of hif 
dominions : thipy ecnbrf^^d each other with ^ 
flood of te^^^ The court qf Verfaiiles, ac* 
^uftomed to conthiual fucccfl^r v^s ftruck 
with aftoniilumnt and confulfon a^ this reverfe. 
The news of the defeat arrived io the midft o$ 
the rejoicings made on acccMint of the birth of 
a great grand-fon pf Lewis XLV. Nq one 
would venture to acquaint the king with this 
cruel truth. At length mad^q;ie de Mi^intenon 
look upon her to let him know that he was 
no longer invincibler {t has been affirmed 
both by word of mouth apd in writing, and tbe 
fame has been repeated in ajK>ye twenty dif- 
ferent hiftories, that the emperor ordered a mo- 
nument of this defeait (o \m veStt^ m tl^e plains 

3 
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«r BTeabeiin, with sin infcrlption greatly to the 
£lhoaour of the French king ; but no fucb 
monuflient ever exifted *^ 

The Englifh alone erected one to the honour 
•f their duke of Marlborough. The queen and 
the parUament built an immenie palace for him^ 
•n oae of bk principal eftaits, to which the j 
gave the name of Bjenheiniv where this batdf 
is repreie^ted in moft curio^is paintings a^4 
tapeftry. The tihanks of the two hoiries of 
parluniciK^ an<t of the cities and borotigh^t 
and thegep^urat acclamation of tbe people^ werf 
the firft fruitft he raoeived from bis vidory^ But 
the poem written by the fipiouft Addiiba^ » 
mooument nu>iie durable, thau the palace of 
Ble^heiBH ia ^^ckomdi by this* w^^ike and; 
learned nattoR, ainoi^ the Sfioft bionourable ror 
waids beftoiwed on the 4^e of M^rlboroogliv 
The eappenof created bio^ 9 prini:e qith^ omr 
f tre» beftowed on him lAo prineipaltty g£ Mior 
4eiiheim^ whjcli wef aftenm^i ^xc^igid for 
aaothei^ r but he was never l^xyiwn by tiM: 
title i the name of Marlborough beuig n^w tl^r 
motk fiobl^ be could be^r%. 

By the dUfeiA^n of the FceiNch arKiy an open 
pafl&ge was left to the alltea fsona the Danube- 
to the Rhipeu Thf )^ p^i&d the latter of |jhefe^ 
riverS) aod ensesed AKace- fringe Lewis of 
Baden^ a general fi»aiouft for bif^ eacimpiBients- 
and marches^ invcfted loadaM^ Jofeph king 
I 111 I II I t 

• Reboolet til^fM at, that the emperor Leopold aAuatty 
caafed fuck s pyraiaUl to be ereAsd ; ssd it «m firmljp 
Mleved in FraiMe. tili martel Yi^lsrt m 9707 fsnt fiftjr 
maroDft Uiicto ta ^snvoUh i^ wl»» Cfoln^ fad ^ fii^ 
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of the Romans, eldeft fon of the emperor Lco^ 

•KT 1 pold, came to be prefent at this 

27 170 ^^^S^ ' Landau was taken, and ap. 

3> 7 4 terwards Traerbach. 

Notwithftandingthelofsof an hundred leagues 
of country, the French extended their frontiers. 
Lewis XIV. fuppori^ed liis grandfon in Spain» 
and his arms were vi£toriou» in Italy. It re* 
quired great efforts to make head ag^inft the 
vicStorious Marlborough in Germany, which 
however he did ; the fcattered remains of the 
army were gathered together, the garrifons were 
ordered to furnifli men, and the militia were 
ordered to take the field. The miniftry bor- 
rowed money every where. At kngth an army 
was got together ; and marfhal VlUars was re* 
called from the heart of the Cevcnncs to take 
the eommand upon him. He came and joined 
the army at Trfers, where he found himfelf in. 
prefence of the Englifh general with an infe- 
rior armv. Both fides were defirous of giving 
battle ; nut the prince of Baden not coming up 
foon enough tojoin his troops- to thofc of the 
j^ Engllfli, Villars had the honour of oblige 
J Y ing Marlborough to decamp. This was 

'* ^ doing a great; deal at that time. The 
duke of Marlborough, who had a fufficient 
cfteem for marfhal Villars to wifli to be efteem- 
ed by him again, wrote him the following billet 
while he was decamping: •* Do me thejuflice. 
Sir, to believe, that my retreat is entirely the 
prince of Baden's fault, and that I efteem you 
even more than I am angry with him." 

The French had ftill fome barriers in Ger- 
many. The enemy had not yet done any thing 
in Flanders, where maribal Villeroi^ now at 
I liberty^^ 
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liberty, bad the command. In Spain king Phi* 
lip V. and the archduke Charles, were both in 
expe£lation of the crown, the former from the 
powerful affiftance of his grandfather, and the 
good-will of the greater part of the Spaniards ; 
the latter from the affiftance of the£ngli{h, and 
the partifans he had in. Catalonia and Arragon* 
This archduke, afterwards emperor, and at that 
time fecond fon to the emperor Leopold, went^ 
towards the latter part of 1703, without any 
retinue, to London, to implore the aififtance of 
queen Anne. 

Now the English power appeared in all its 
glory. This nation, which had in fad fo little 
to do with this quarrel, furniflied the Auftriah 
prince with two hundred tTanfport-fcips, thirty 
(hips of war, joined to ten fail of the Dutch^ 
nine thoufand men, and a fum of monev, to go 
and conquer a kingdom for himfclf. But not- 
withftanding the luperiority which power and 
benefits confer, the emperor, in his letter to 
queen Anne, which the archduke pnrfentecf, 
would not give this princefs, his benefadlrefs, 
the title of m'ajefty, but only that of fercnily % 
agreeable to the ftile of the court of Vienna, 
which cuftom alone could juftify, and which 
reafon has fince changed, wnen pride has been 
obliged to ftoop to neceffity. 

• Reboul^t fiyi that the Oerman chancery gave the titlK 
•f DiSe^oiv to kiag$, twt this is the titie s^^^^ ^^ eUaors*, 
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ltqtk$ in SpAiNr Lofs of the Battles of RiC^ 
MILLIES and TvKiN, and tbctr Coaic' 

qucncesr 

ON £ of the firft exploits, performed by thefe 
EngUib tropps was the tajcins of Gibral- 
tUy a, place juftiy dectt\t4 ionprc^gn^Ic. Along 
chain of fieep^ro^ks foijbi^ all approach to it by 
land ; it had no harbour, but only a long b^ji, 
very wild* and luifaffi^ wh^c ibjps l^y exppfed 
to fiorms^ and the artillery, of the fortreft and 
«iole : the inbabitanta of the town were alonr 
fiifficient to defend it againfi; a fleet of a tboi^ 
ftod (bips and an hundred thoufand w^n• Bi)C 
ibia very ftrength was the caufc 9^ its bmng vt 
J^en y there were only 4n hundred men in ga^- 
jifon^ bijK thefe were ti^^qft than^ iiiijicienl,. h^d 
ibey not nqgleAed a di^y v^hicb tbcy lookej 
fppA aa ufUefs^ The orifice Q/Hcfle bad Is^sui^ 
'f d with eighteen kuodred io}d^ra on ^ 9M^ 
sh^fnnioft ^ck pf l^nd^ behind the (o«i| ; bvl 
Ihe fteepnefs of the ro^k n^de an s^tack imi 
the place imp^aAic^ble Qn that fide. Tbe fleet 
an vain fired upwards of Qfteep tbpuia»d fhoi ; 
at length a body of {^ilors, ifi on^ of tbds aien]|- 
roakingfl, happened to rowclofe under the mole 

S their \fO^X9^ the canjuoq of which mu& infal« 
, >Iy have funk tboni all* bix( not a na wia 
A fired ', upon this they mount toe mole, 

I70A ""^"^^ themfelves matters of it, and 
7^^ frefli troops flockine in on all fides,. 
this impregnable town was at length obliged to 
iii-rendcc. It is fiill in poflclSon of the Eng- 

liiki. 



LEWIS XIV. ^i| 

atk ; and Spain, noir again become a formic 
JMAc pcfwer utfder the admintftration of the 
ffinock of Parma'*, fecond wife to Pbilip V« 
and lately victorious in Africa and Italy, be- 
holds with an imporcdt grief, Gibraltar in the * 
hands of a northern nation, that had hardly a 
&fgte ttap ia liie Mtediterzamean two oenturies 

immediately after die tadcing of Gibraltar, 
dhe Engtifli fleet, n«^ miflrefs of the Tea, at- 
aacked the cotfnt de Touloufe, admiral of 
France, in t^iew of the eaftte of Malaga. This 
battle, tho' not a* dectfiive one, was < r 

the laftepocha^^ the maiiiime power S- 2o» 
^f Lewis XIV. His natuwd fon thfc ^7^^ 
count de Touloufe, odmrral of the kingdom^ 
iiad Afty fliipsof tfbe line and twenty- four gal- 
leys under his command. He made a glorioaa 
retreat, with yeiy little Ws. But the kmg hav- 
ffi^niterwands fern thirteen Aups to attack Gib* 
rmar, while 'marihal de Tefie 4atdfiege to ft by 
land ;'tbis double rafiinefs pro^d the ruin of 
teth army and 'fleet. Some of tbefiiips *, , 
tirere deftroyed by a ftorm, others wcte ^^^^^^ 
iwatded a&d taken by the EngliHi dfter i^^S 
a mod noble reftitance, and another part of 
them burnt'on the coaft of Spain. From that 
day the Frtnch hadlio longer any hrge liects 
either in the Weftern Ocean or the Mediterra- 
iiean. The marine Returned nearlv to the fame 
.. flate ^from whence Lewis XIV. nad drawn it, 
as well as many other glorious things which 
Tofe and fet under his reign. 

<fldiMfca»*hi^»A^li I ' f I il tMm t ■ 1 11 ! till i n l i i i tr ■ ■ 

• This was written in the jear.S74ab 

The 
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The Engliih) who bad taken GIbrakar Sot 

-thetnfelveS) in left than fix weeks conauercd 
^e kingdom of Valentia and Caulonia tor the 
archduke Charles. They took Barcelona by 
an event of chance, which was owing to the 
j^aflinefs of the beficgers. 

The Enfliih were at that time commanded 
by one of the moft extraordinanr men ever pro- 
duced by that country, fo fruitful in proud, va- 
liant, and whimfical minds. This was the earl 
of Peterborough, a man who, in cyery refpeA» 
refemblcd tho^ heroes with whofe exploits the 
imagination of the Spaniards has filled fo many 
books. At fifteen years of age he left London, 
to go and make war againft the Moon in 
Africa i at twenty he was the firft who fee on 
foot the revolution in England, and went over 
to the prince of Orange ; but, left the true 
reafon of his voyage ihould be fufpe^led, be took 
{hipping for America, and then went over to 
the Hague in a Dutch vefieL He parted with 
all his fortune more than once* He was now 
carrying on the war in Spain almoft at his own 
expence, and maintained the archduke and all 
his houfhold. It was this extraordinary man, 
who, with the prince of HefleDarmftadt*, was 
laying fiege to Barcelona. He propofed to the 
prince to make a fudden attack on the entrench- 
ments which covefed Fort Montjoui and the 
town. I'hefe entrenchments were carried fword 
in band } the prince of Darmftadt fell in the at* 
tack. A bomb falling upon a magazine of pow- 

• Rcboulet, in hii hidorfp ciUs thii priocs tht bea4 d 
ih« reb«U, •• if h« b«d been a SMnMrd. who bad r^bdkd 
•Ssiaill'liUlpV. 

der 
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^3t€r in the fort, blew it up. The fort was ta- 
ken, and the town thereupon capitulated. The 
viceroy came to one of the gates of the town to 
-confer with lord Peterborough ; but the articles 
were not yet figned, when their ears were fud- 
'denly ftruck with loud cries and fhrieks. '^ You 
have betrayed us, my lord, faid the vice-roy to 
Peterborough 3 we made a fair capitulation, and 
there are your Englifh have entered the city 
over the ramparts, and are killing, robbings 
and plundering every one-" *' You are mifta- 
ken, replied lord Peterborough, it muft cer- 
tainly be the prince of Darmftadt's troops. There 
is no other way left to fave your town, but to 
let me enter immediately with my Englifh. I 
Avill make every thing quiet, and return again 
to the gate to ugn the capitulation." He fpoke 
-this with an air of truth and grandeur that, added 
to the prefent danger, entirely perfuaded the go- 
ivernor, who immediately let him enter. He flew 
through the ftreets with his officers, where he 
prefently found the Germans and Catalans bufy 
in plundering the houfes of the principal citi- 
zens ; he drove them off, and made them quit 
their booty. After this he meets with the dut- 
xhefs of Popoli in the hands of fome foldiers, 
^who were going to difhonour her ; he takes 
her from them, and delivers her to her hufband. 
^t length, having made every thing quiet, he 
.returns to the gate accordinj^ to his promife, and 
rfigns the capitulation. The Spaniards were 
.confounded to find fuch magna(iimity in the 
Englifh, whom the populace had always been 
•taught to look upon as mercilefs barbarians, be- 
xauie they were heretics. 

To 
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To the loft of Bafoelont fucceeded die i 
tlficatton of a fruitlefs atcempt to retake h. 
Philip V. though he had the greater <ivt of 
Spain in his in«ei«ft, had neither genemh^ 
engineers, or lunrdly ibldieis. T4ie oauat af 
Touloufe retam^ to Uock up the faarhoar 
vich twenty-five IhifM of war, the whcde ao* 
'mains of the French navy $ marlbal Tefie for* 
tned the iiegeby land with thirty-cne fi}uadrofia 
mf horib, and thirty-«(even battalions of faeti 
3)ut the En^Ufh fleet appearing that cf France 
was obliged to retire, and Tefle raifed the fiege 
1^ with precipitation, leaving an j»- 

^^2^ tnenfe quantity of provifions 4>chtnd 
^7^^ him in bis camp, and one thoofand 
tf^ve htmdred wounded to the mercy of Jord 
Peterborough. Thefc were heavy loffrs ; and 
it could hardly be faid whether it had coft France 
more to conquer Spain, than it now did to 
.afilft it* Neverthdeis, the grandfon of Lewie 
XIV. ftill kept his graund, through the affec- 
tion of the Oaftilians,' wWe greateft pride 
is their fidelity, and who, on this oco»- 
fion, continued firm to the choice they bad 
anade* 

In Italy afiTairs wore a better aipeft ; Lewia 

was revenged of the duke of £avoy ; the dolae 

A o- 1 6 ^^ VexKlomc had, in the bcpitoning, 

nA repuMed prince Eugene with foniie 

'^ glory, in the batUe of Cafiano, 

tnear the Adda \ this proved a bloody day, and 
one of thofe drawn battles for which both fidaa 
fing Te Demt^ and that only ferve to deftroy 
<nen without advancing the afiairs «f either 

paiqr. 
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l^arty. After the battle of Caflano a^^j^ 
ie gained a complete viSory at 170^ 
Caffinato *, in the^abfence of prince ^ 

Eugene; and that prince, arriving next day, 
faw another detachment of his army intirely 
routed : in ihort, the allies wcfre obliged to give 
ground ever^ where before the duke of Yen- 
dome. Turin alone remained to be taken ; 
ibey were already in march to inveft it, and 
there appeared no poffibility of relieving it. 
Mar&id Villars pufhed the prince of Baden in 
"Germanv. Villeroi, with an army of eighty 
thou£ina men in Germany, was in hopes to in- 
tlemnify himfelf on Marlborough for the ill 
fuccefa he had met with againft prince Eugene; 
Hia too great confidence in his own abilities 
proved now more fatal than ever to France. 

Marfhal Villeroi's army was encamped near 
the river Mehaigne, by the heads of the little 
Ghette ; his center was at Ramillies, a village 
fmcc as famous as that of Blenheim. It was 
in his power to have avoided a battle : he was 
advifed to do fo by his general officers ; but a 
blind paflion for glory prevailed over every other 
confideration. It is (aid that the difpofition he 
Bifide for the battle was fuch, that every one of 
the leaift experience fbrefaw the fatal confe- 
quence. His center was compofed of newraif- 
^ troops, neither complete nor acquainted 

« It was the count de R«v«Qtlau, a native of Denmarlr^ 
5yho commanded at the battle of Caflinato> bat the troops 
were all Impcriahfts. 

La Baumette obferves on this occafion, in his notes on 
^he Age of Lewis XIV. « That the Danes are as little 
vorth abroad as at home,** It i« very extraofdiiiMy to fe« 
a writer thus abufing every nation. 

Vol. VII, L with 
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with military difcipline. * He left the baggigfi 
between the lineS) and pofted his left wing be- 
hind a morafsy as if he intended to prevent it 
from coitiing near the enemy*. 
^ Marlborough, who obferved all 

7o6 ^^^^ miftakcs with acareful eye^drew 
^1 up his army in fuch a manner as to 

take advantage of them ; he perceived that the 
left wing of the French army could not come 
up to attack his right; he therefore made 
draughts from that part of his army, in order 
to fall upon the enemy's center, at Ramillies, 
with a fuperior force. Monfieur deGaffion, the 
lieutenant-general, obferving thefe motione, 
cried out to the marihal, ** You are undone. 
Sir, if you do not inftantly change the order^f 
battle. Make a draught from your left wing^ 
that' you may have an equal force 4o oppofe to 
the enem^. Clofe your, lines more. If you 
lofe a mmute, you are irrecoverably IcA.** 
This falutary advice was backed by feveral of 
the other officers \ but the marihal would not 
believe them. When Marlborough began die 
attack, he found the army drawn up in the very 
manner in which he himfelf would have pofted 
it for a defeat. This was publicly declared 
through all France, and hiftory is partly a rc^ 
lation of the opinions of men \ but mav it not 
be alledged that the troops of the conKderatea 
were better difciplined, and that the confidence 
they had in their generals, and their pail fuc- 
ctfies, infptred them with fuperior boldnefsf 
Were there not fome of the French regiment! 
who did not do their duty \ And do we not 

• ScsFsaqnleret*«Bicmsin. 

a know 
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know that thofe battalions who can befl ftand 
fire, decide the deftin^ of ftates f The French 
army did not maintain its ground for half an 
hour i at Hochftet the fisht lafted for eight 
hours, and the French killed the vi£lors up- 
wards of eight thoufand men ; but, at the battle 
of Ramillies, thev killed them only two thou- 
fand five hundrecl. The defeat was general ; 
the French loft twenty thoufand men, together 
with the honour of their nation, and every 
hope of recovering the advantage. Bavaria and 
Cologne had been loft by the battle of Blen- 
heim, and all Spanifh Flanders was now loft 
by this of Ramillies i Marlborough entered vic- 
torious into Antwerp and Bruflels, took Oftend» 
and Menin furrendered to him. 

Marfhal Villeroi, in defpair, did not dare to 
acquaint the king with this defeat} he con- 
tinued five days without difpatching a courier. 
At length he wrote a confirmation of this news, 
which had already filled the court of France 
with confternation j and when he returned to 
Verfailles to prefent himfelf to the kine, that 
monarch, inftfcad of reproaching him, only faid, 
** Monfieur le marechal, people at our time of 
life are not fortunate.'' 

The king immediately fent for the duke of 
Vendome out of luly, where he thought his 

trefence not neceilary, in order to replace Vil- 
eroi in Flanders, and repair, if poffible, his 
di&race^ He ftill entertained hopes, and with 
juft reafon, that the taking of Turin would 
make him amends for all thefe lofles. Prince 
Eugene was at too great a diftance to come to 
its relief} be was on the other fide the Adtgi, 
and a long chain of intrenchments that Jiocd 
L 2 tbt 
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cbe rircff on ikm fide, fttmoi to maki a paft^ 

an bundced hattalionf formad the fiegc •£ tUa 
great city. 

The duke de Feiiilladr» who eaomiasdbd thb 
annjr, was the gayeft afid neft aniafale oua 
in the kingdom i and, llmigib iba^ia-lav i» 
the niniftcr, ke w^b the darlij^; of the people s 
he was (on to diat pvarihal de la Feyilbde who 
creAed the ftatue of Lewis XiV. in the fquaae 
des Vi^ires • He appealed to hatre as omicIi 
courage as hts^ther; the ham aoriikion; the 
fame magnificence $ and more underAaodiog. 
He exp^ed the ftaflF of marihal of France aa 
a reward for his taking Turin* ChamiUai^ 
his fatber-in-law, who hwed him tenderif, 
had left nothing undone to fecme him fiicceis. 
The imagination ftands appalled at the detail 
of the preparations made for this fiege. Thofe 
reaikrs who have it not in their power to is- 
form themfelves of ihefe matters^ may pcrfaapa 
not be difpleafed to meet here with aa acoomC 
of this iounenfe and fruitleis apparatus* 

There were an hundred and forty pieces of 
cannon, and it is to be obierred, that each 
large cannon, mounted on its carriage, cofta 
about two thoufand crowns ; one Jiundrcd and 
ten thoufand balls, one hundred and fix thou-* 
fand cartridges of one form, and three hundred 
thoufand of another ; twenty-one thoufrnd 
bomb-fticils, twenty-fcven thoufand feven hun- 
dred hand-grenades, fifteen thouiand fand-baes, 
thirty thoufand pioneering-tools, and twelve 
hundred thoufimd pounds weight of powder, he- 
fideu lead, iron, tin, cordage, with every thing 
proper for the mintrSf fulpbur» fidt-petre, and 
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hi^'Uaiehtn tff all kinds. It is eertain, that the 
expence of all thefe preparations for deftruc** 
don, wai more thdn ftH&creiit to have founded 
ft numerous colony, and put it into a fiouriflitng 
eoiidhl<m< Every fiege of a great town requires 
ihe f^fne prodigious expence, and yet when z 
Uttlt V'Ahtgt 15 to be repaired at home, it it 
Hegteaed. 

Th^ duke de la Feuiflade, full of ardour and 
adivity, inferior to no one in undertakings 
wher^ o6urage alone was required, but incapable 
i^fcondudrng thbfe that called for art, refiec-' 
don, and time, hurried the fiege againft all rules. 
MarOiid Vaufoan, the only general perhaps who 
loved bis country better than htmfelf, had pro*^ 
^M t6 the duke de la Feuillade to come and 
«iii^ the fiege as an engineer, and to fcrve in« 
bis MFmy as » vohsnteer ; but the pride of la 
Feuillade made him tak6 this offer for infolence, 
concealed beneath the appearance of modefty^ 
•nd was piqued that the beft engineer in France 
Aould prefume to give him advice. He wrote 
back to hini, in a letter which I have fcen, 
•* I hope to take Turin by Cohorn." Thil 
Cohorn was the Vauban of the allies^ an ex- 
eellent engineer,, add a good general^ who had 
taken fevcral placel that hsld been fortified bv 
Vauban. After fuch a letter there wis a necei- 
iCity to take Turin ; but having begun the at- 
tack by the citadel^ which was the ftrongeft 
^rty and the city not being completely fur^^ 
rounded, ^n opening was left for men or provi- 
fions to be thrown in, or for the duke of Savoy 
to fatly out. In fhort, the greater impetuofity 
Ibe duke de la Fettillade ihewed in bis Repeated 
L 3 aA<L 
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and fruitlefs attacks, the more tedious Wtt tb< 

The duke of Savoy came out of the town 
u'ith fome (iquadrons of horfe, in order to amultf 
the duke de la Feuillade. The latter immedw 
ately quitted the diredlion of the fiege to run 
after the prince, who, being better acouaintcd 
with the ground, baffled his purfuir* Thoa b 
Feuillade mifled the duke^ and the bufinefa of 
the fiege fufFered by it. 

All our hiilorlans, almoft to, a man, aflertt 
that the duke de la Feuillade had no intention 
to take Turin, and pretend that he had Avorn 
to the dutchefs of Burgundy to refpcA her fa* 
ther's capital } they likewife tell us that this 
princefs prevailed upon madame de MaintenoDt 
to caufe fuch meafurcs to be taken as would 

• During thii flege, which continued from May to Sep* 
ten:iber, a Ample corporal faerlficed hit own life for tha 
good of hit country, with a fpirlt equal to that of a Carthii 
or a Scaevola. The French had equally mide a lodgement 
In one of the fubterraneoui galleries of the citadel, frooi 
whence they could have penetrated into the body ^f tb« 
place. A corporal of mliieri, whofe name wai Mica, be- 
Ing at work under the gallery, In Ani(hing a mine which waa 
not yet primed, and forefeelng that the enemy could not 
fail to have poflVAon of the citadel, unlefi they were immt* 
dlately deftroyed, devoted hit life to the fafety of hie fellow* 
cltizeni. He forthwith primed the mine, and deflred om 
of hU companion! to tell the king he Implored hU majeAy*e 
prote^ion for hli wife and children | then ho ordered hie 
pioneen to retire, and make a Agnal of their Mog In a place 
of fafety, by Aring a mofket, which be no foonor beard, 
than he fet ftre to the mine, and periOied with two hundred 
arenadien, who had taken pofl^iRon of the galleiy. Tbo 
king expreffed hit fenfe of this a^Jon, by making a very 
ample provlflon for Mica*s wife and children, and fcttJJng 
an annual ponflon of dx hondrtd livret for trtr on hie do> 
leendanta. 

fare 
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iave the town. It it ceitaii), that ahnoft all 
the officers in this amay were for a long time 
perfuaded of the truth of thii i but it was only 
one of tbofe popular rumours which are the 
difgrace of the novelifl, and the difhonour of 
die hiftorian ; befides, how contradi^ry was 
it, that the fame acnerzl who would not take 
Turin, Ibould endeavour to feize on the perfon 
of the duke of Savoy ? 

From the 13th ofMiy to theaoth of June the 
duke of Vendome had been pofted on the banks 
of the Adig], to cover this iiege, and thought 
himfelf certain, with (eventy battalions and 
lixty fquadrons, to flop all the paflages againft 
prince Eugene. 

The imperial general was in want of men 
and money* Tlie mercers company. of Lon* 
don lent him about fix millions of our livres * ; 
he then fent for a fupplv of men from the circles 
of the empire^ The llowneis of theie fuccours 
might have proved the ruin of Italy ; but the 
flownefs of the fie2;e of Turin was mil greater* 

Vendome was already appointed to go and re* 
pair the lofles in Flanders ; but, before he left 
Itsijf he fulFered prince Eugene to crob the 
Adid, to pa(s the White Canal, and even the 
Po itfelf, a river larger, and in fome places more 
' difficult of paflage tiian the Rhine ; and before 
be himfelf left the banks of the Po, he (aw 
prince Eugene in a condition to advance even 
to Turin* Thus he left affairs in the moft tick^ 
lifh crifis in Italy, while in Flanders, Germa* 
ny, and Spain, they appeared defperate. 

• Or ocarljr 163300 1 Surliof, at xo^ to the Uvr«* 

L4 duke 



224 TksAGEov 

The duke of Venddme then went to Mom 
to ailemble Villeroi's fcattered forces ; and the 
duke of Orleany, nephew of LewU XIV. was 
ftnt to command his army on the banks of the 
Po« He found thefe troops in ai much diforder 
as if they had fufFered a defeat. Eugehe had 
pafled the Po in fight of Vena6mc j he now 
eroded the Tanaro in view of the duke of Or- 
leans, took Carpi, Corregio, and Reggie j flolc 
a march upon the French, and at length joined 
the duke of Savoy near Afti. All that the duke 
of Orleans could do was to march and join la 
Fcuillade in his camp before Turin. Prince 
Eugene followed with the utmoflL diligence. 
The duke of Orleans bad now two meafuresin 
his choice, either to wart for priace Eugene in 
the lines of circumvatlation, or to march and 
meet him while he was yet oa the other fide of 
Vcillane. He callcd^a. council of war, at which 
were nrefent marfhal Marfin, the fame who had 
loft tne battle of Blenheim, the duke de )a 
Feufllade, Albereoti, St. Fremont, and other 
lieutenant-eenerak, to whom he thus addreflcd 
himfelf I " Gentlemen, if we remain in our 
lines we lofe the battle. The lines of circum** 
vallation are above five leagues in length : it 
will be impoflible for us to line all thefe ea* 
trenchments. On one hand here is the regi- 
ment of marines, that is not above two men deep } 
and, on the other hand, there are many places 
left entirely naked. The Doire, which runt 
through our camp, will prevent our men from 
marching readily to the afliftance of one an« 
other ; l^fides, when the French know thejr are 
attacked, they lofe one of their principal ad* 
vanuges, that Impetuofity apd inftantancous ar« 

dour. 



d6ur, which (o frequently decide the fate 6t 
battles. Believe me, it is our intereft to march 
diredly to the enemy.'^ The lieutenant-gene- 
rals immediately cried out, one and ail, *^ Lei 
us march/* Then marfhal. Marfin drew the 
king^i; order out of his pocket,, which left tytry 
thine to his decifion in cafe of an a£lion, and it 
was nis opinion to remain in the lines. 

The duke of' Orleans was not a little incenfed 
to findy that he was fentto the army only as a. 
prince of the blood, and not as a general ; how^ 
everi he was obliged to follow Marfin's advice^, 
and made th6 neceilary preparations for this 
difadvantageous a&ion. 

The enemy feemed at firft to intend to make 
fcveral attacks at once j and the variety of their- 
movements threw the French camp into confu- ' 
fion. The duke of Orleans propofed one things, 
Marfin and la Feuillade another) they difeutedf . 
and concluded upon nothings till at length 
they fuffered the er^my to pais the Doire, wha^ 
advanced towards them in ^jght columns, of 
twenty^five men deep each. There was ^n im-^ 
mediate neceifity of oppofing them with batta- 
Uone of equal thicknefs. 

Albergoti, who was pofted at a diftance front' 
the main army, on the Capucins hill, had twen« 
tjT thoufand men with bim, and only a bodv of 
the enem/s oMliciato oppoTe, who did not dare 
to attack* They fent from the camp for a dc« 
tachment of twelve thoufand men ; but he re-- 
turned for anfwer,.that he could not weaken: 
bis drvifion, and gave fome fpeciout reafons. 
Time was loft lA thefe altercations. Prince* 
Eugene attacks the intrenchments, and in two 
L 5 hours 
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Scot 7 Iiours time forces them. Tbe^ke 
1 7o6 ' ^^ Orleans was wounded, and bad re- 
' tired to bedreft; but he was fcarce 

got to the furgeon's tent, when word was 
brought him that all was loft, that the enemy 
was mafter of the camp, and that the defeat 
was become general. Nothing remained but 
immediate flight ; the trenches were abandon- 
ed, and the whole army difperfed. All the 
baggage, provtfion, and ammunition, together 
with the military cheft, fell into the hands of 
the conquerors. Mar£hal Marfin himfelf wat 
wounded in the thigh, and madeprifoner. One 
of the duke of Savoy's furgeons cut ofFhis thigh, 
and he died a few minutes after the operation. Sir 
Paul Methuen, ambaflador from England to the 
court of Turrn, the moft generous and brave 
man that his country had ever employed in her 
embaffies, fought by the duke of Savoy's fide 
during the whole action. He was prefent 
when marflia) Marfin was taken prifoner, and 
was near him in bis laft moments ; and he told 
me, that the marlbal, when he was dying, 
fpoke to him in thefe very terms : •* Be per- 
fuaded. Sir, that it was contrary to my opinion 
that we waited for you in our lines.'* Thefe 
words feem pofitively to contradid what pafled 
^ at the council of war, and may nevertheleft be 
true ; for Marfin, when he took leave of the 
king at Verfailles, reprefented to his majeftf 
that it would be proper to march and attack the 
enemy, in cafe they (hould appear to relieve 
Turin; butChamillard, intimidated by fo many 
former defeats, had afterwards prevailed that 
the army Ihould wait in the lines, and not 

oflfef 
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ofler battle: and this order given at Verfaillea 
occafioned the difperfion of mty tboufand men* 
The French nad not above'^two thoufand 
men killed in thb ^nga^ement ; but we have al« 
ready feen, that a panic does more than even 
flaughter. The impoffibility of finding fubfif- 
tence, which would make an army retire after z 
vi£bry, brought back the troops to Dauphiny, 
after their defeat. Every thing was in fuch 
diforder, that the count of Mdlavy-Grancei, 
who was at that time in the Mantuan with a 
body of troops, and beat the Imperialifts at 
Caniglione, under the command of the prince 
of Hefle, afterwards king of Sweden, gained 
only a fruitlefs vidory, though it was q 
complete *. In a word, the dutchy t 705 
of Milan, Mantua, Piedmont, and ' 
laftl^ the kingdom of Naples, were all loft 
within a very little time of one another. 

* This officer furprifed the prince of Hefle in the neigb-^ 
boarbood of Caftiglione, and obliged him to retreat to th« 
Adigi, with the lofs of two thoufand men $ but thif ac^ 
tion was attended with no other con f equ c DCC, 
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CHAP. CLXXXIV. 

The LoiTes of the Frkkch and Spaniards 
continued. Lewis XIV. humbled ; his Per* 
feverance and Reiburces. Battle of Mal-> 

FtAQUET. 

TH £ battle of Hochftet^ or Blenberm, coft 
Lewis XIV.. a fine army^ and the inside 
country from the Danube to the Rhine ; and 
the eledlor of Bavaria all his dominions. All 
Flanders was loft to the very gates of Liile^ 
.by the fatal day of Ramillies; and the defeat 
at Turin drove the French out of Italy, which 
had always happened ta them m cyery war finco 
the time of Charlemagne. They had ftill fome 
troops left in the dutchy of Milan, and the 
little vidoriotrs army under the count of Me- 
davy. They were alfo ftiH in pofleffion of fome 
flrong places. They offered to give up all' 
li^fc to the empecor, provided be would permit 
thefe troops, whijch amounted to about fifteen. 
thoufand men, to retire unmolcfted. The em- 
peror accepted of the propofition^ and the duke 
of Savoy gave his aflent. Thus the emperor^. 
with a daih of bis pen, became peaceable pof- 
feflbr of Italy. The kingdom of Naples and 
Sicily was guarantied to him, and every thing 
that had formerly been feudal was now treated 
as fubjeA to a fupremc power. He impofed z. 
tax of one hundred and fifty thoufand piftole^ 
uponTufcany; forty thoufand upon the dutchy 
of Mantua ; and Parma, Modena, Lucca, and 
Qenoa, notwithftanding they were free ftates» 
were included in thefe impofiUons» * 

The 
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Tbe emperor, who hzd all thefe advantages 
^n hif fide, was not that Leopold, the antient 
lira! of Lewif XIV. who, under a fhew of 
moderation, bad fecretly cheriflied the moft am- 
bitiottt views. It was the fierf , fprightty, and 
paflionate Jofeph, his eldeft fon^ who wai not 
to good a foldter zs hfs father. If ever there 
was an emperor who feemed formed to enflave 
Germany, it was this Jofeph : his dominions 
ftretched beyond the Alps, he laid the pope un-^- 
der contribution, and, by his fole authority, in 
1706, had the eledors of Bavaria and G)logne 
put under the ban of the empire, and then ftript 
them of their dominions. He kept Bavaria's 
children in prifoii, and took away from them 
even their name. Their father had nothing left 
but to retire to France and the Low Couo- 
tries, afterwards, in 1712} Philip V. ceded to 
them all Spaniib Flanders *. If he could have 
kept this province, it would have been^ a better 
irttlement for him than even R»varia, and have 
freed him from his fubjedion to the houfe of 
Auftria ; bnt he could eet pofleflson only of the 
cities of Luxemburg, ffamur, and Charleroi^ 
the reft being in the bands of the vidors* 
Every thine now feemed to threaten Lewifr 
XIV. who bad fo lately been tbe terror of alk 
Europe. There was nothing to oppofe the duke 
of Savoy's entering France. En^^nd and Scot^ 
land were lauly Iwcomc one kiMedooi, by die 
•nion : or, rather, Scotland, pow become a pro* 
voice of England, encreafed the power of its 

• le it Md in IteboiHirt hHtorf, that fw btd tAit fof«» 
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antient rivaU In the yean 1706 and 1707 all 
the eneinief of France ieemed to have acquired 
new ftrenath, and that kingdom to be on the 
verge of ruin. She was pulbed on all fidefybotb br 
fea and land« Of the formidable fleeu n^idi Letra 
XIV« had raifed^ fcarcely five and twenty fliipa 
were left remaining* Straiburgftill continued to 
be the barrier town towards Germany; but by 
the loft of Landau, all Alface lay expofed. Pro- 
vence was threatened with an snvafion by fea and 
land, and the loiles already fuftained m Flan* 
den, made uf tremble for what wai left $ and 
etf notwithftandiiig all thefe difafters, the 
ody of the kingdom had not yet been attack- 
ed ; and, unfuccefsful as the war had been^ we 
only loft what we had before conquered* 

Lewis XIV. ftill oppofed his enemies -, and 
though beaten almoft every where, be con- 
tinued to refift, prote£l, and even attack on 
all fidei « But aiFairs were as unfuccefsful in 
Spain as in Italy, Germany, and Flanders. It 
is faid that the Aege of Barcelona was ftill 
worfe conduced than that of Turin, 

The count of Touloure* had hardly made 
hif appearance with his ilcet, when he was ob- 

• In tb« beginning of April 17061 king Philip of tho 
fiesd of a numeroui army, undercook the Acgo of Borvclono, 
which wif dt(cn6i6 by hii rival Cbarlee^ in perfon. It woo 
St the fams time blocked op by fta, by tho Count do Tott^* 
lovfe, and in all probablUcy mitft hate rorrooderod, hod tc 
not boon relieved by tho Englilh Aoet Sir John Look 
failed from Li(bcn with thirty ihipt of tho lino, ao4 om tho 
oighthday of May arrived in flght of Barcelona. TN Preaca 
odmlral at hit approach made tho bcA of hie way to Toirfon | 
ond in three daya after hie departore» PhUip rotlfod to groos 
4i(brdeo leaviof bit tsata btbind, togttbor with hia Ack 
and wounded* 

ligcd 
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liged to fail back again. Barcelona was relieved^ 
the fiege raifed, and the French, after having 
loft half their army, were forced, for want of 
provifions, to march back into Navarre, a little 
kingdom diat they kept for the Spaniatds, and 
of which our kings tsdce the title by a cuftotn 
that feems beneath their dignity. 

To thefe difafters was added yet another, 
i^hich itemed to be the finifliing ftroke. The 
Portuguefe, together with a body of Englifb, 
under the command of lord Galloway, a French- 
man, formerly count de Ruvigni, latelv created 
a peer of Ireland, took every place tney pre- 
lented themfelves before, and were advanced 
even into the province of Eftramadura ; while 
the duke of Berwick, an Englifhman, who com- 
mandod the troops of France and Spain, in vain 
attempted to ftop their pro^refs. 

Philip V. uncertain of his fate, was in Pam- 
pelona ; while his competitor, Charles, was in- 
creaiing his party, and augmenting his forces 
in Catalonia. 

He was mafter of Arraf on, the province of 
Valentia, Carthagena, and part of the province 
of Granada. The Englifh took Gibraltar for 
themfelves, and gave him Minorca, Ivica, and 
Alicant: befides, the road of Madrid was open 
to him ; and lord Galloway entered that city 
without any refiftance, and proclaimed the arch- 
duke Charles king: a fmgle de- T^^,g ^^ 
tachment fent from the army pro- J ,^^5 
claimed him in Toledo* In Ihort, '^ 
Philip's aiiairs feemed fo defperate that marfhal 
Vauban, the firft of engineers, and the beil 
of citizens, a man continually engaged in 
ichemes, fomc ufcfttl> odiers impra£ticaUe> and 

all 
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atl of them fingular, actually propofcd to tbe 
French court to fend Pbilip ovtr. to America to* 
r^ien there* In this cafr all' the Spaniardi in. 
Ebilip'sintereiL would bav^e quitted th«ir country 
to follow him. Spain would have been left •* 
prev to civil fa6lion»«. Tbe French would have 
had tbe whole trade of Peru and Mexico, and' 
France would have been aggrandized even bv' 
tbe ff>i«foitunes of Lewis XTV's family. ThiS' 
proie£l was anally in confideration at Ver* 
failles i, but the perfeverance of the Caftiliant^. 
and the ovArfights of the enemy, preferved tbo 
erown upon Philip's head. The people loved* 
bim as tbe king of their choice j and hia wwti^. 
the duke of Savoy 'a dauebter, had gained their 
affeSions by the pains ihe took to pTeafi: them |. 
by an intrepidity above her fex, and an a^ve 
perfeverance under misfbrtunei« She went in 
perfon from city to city, animating tbe minda^ 
of her fubje£l8, rouTiog their zeal, and receivinc 
the donations which they brought in on att 
fides ) fo that in three weeks time (be remitted^ 
ber hufband upwards of two hundred thouiand 
erowns. Not opt of the grandees who iMd. 
taken the oath of fidelity proved falfe. Whem 
lord Galloway proclaimed the archduke in Ma* 
drid, the people cried out, ^^ Long live kin^ 
Philips" and at Toledo they mutinied^ and: 
put to flight the officers who were gobg t^ 
proclaim Charles. 

The Spankirds hod till then made very few 
tfffbru in fupport of their king j bu( when they 
bw htm thus diareflitd,,tbey exerted tbeipfinlves. 
in a furprififlg wMmmmj. zmi on* this occafion* 
Aewed an example of a eomrag^ ^uite tbe re* 
verfe of that of other nations, who generally. 
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ftt out in a vigorous manner, but fhrink back 
at laft. It is very diflScult to impofe a king 
upon a nation againft its will. The Portuguefe, 
Engltih, and Auftrians, that were in Spain, 
were miferably harraflcd wherever they came^ 
fufFcred much for want of provifions, and were 
guilty of errors almoft unavoidable in a ftrange 
country; fo that they were beaten piece-meal. 
In fliort, Philip V. three months after his leaving 
Madrid like a fugitive, entered it again in tri- 
umph, and was received with as much joy and 
acclamations as his rival bad met with coldr 
nefs and averfion. 

Lewis XiV. redoubled his efforts when he 
faw the Spaniards beftir themfelves ; and while 
he was obliged to provide for the fafety of the 
iea-coafts of the weftern ocean and the Medi- 
terranean, by ftatloning militia all along (hore y 
though he had one army in Flanders, another 
at Stralburg, a body of troops in Navafre, 
and one in Kouffillon, he Tent a frefli reinforct* 
ment to marfhal Berwick at Caftile. 

It was with thcfc troops, feconded by the 
Spaniards, that Berwick gained the important 
battle of Almahza*, in which he beat * ., 
Galloway, Neither Philip nor the ^P"' ^5» 
archduke were prefent at this adlion, ^'7 
on which the famous earl of Peterborough^ 
who was Angular in every thing, obferved. 



* TbU was fought on the fourteenth day of April 170 7^. 
and wat altogether a decifive a£tion. The allies were to- 
tally defeated, with the loft of ten thoufand men taken 
prifoners, with all their colours and avtillery. The defeaf - 
was in a great meafure owing to the cowardice of the Por«. 
lt}$uofc creopi on the ri^htg who fled on the firft onfct. 

*' Thai, 
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** That It was excellent, indeed, to fight aftginft 
one another for them/^ The duke of Orleana^ 
who was to have the command in Spain, and who 
was very defiroMS of being prefent, did not arrive 
till the day after the battle : however, he made 
all poflible advantage of the vidory, by taking 
fcveral places, and among others Lerida, the 
rock on which the great Conde had fplit. 
.' On the other hsind, marfhal Villars, now »• 
placed at the head of the armies in Germany, 
becaufe the government could not do without 
him, made amends for the fatal defeat at Hocb- 
ftet. He forced the enemy's lines at Stol- 
hoffen, on the other fide the JElhine, difperfed 
their whole body, levied contributions for fifty 
Uagues roundf and advanced as far as the Da^ 
nube. This momentary fuccefs gave a better 
face to aflFairs on the frontiers of Germany; 
but in Ital]r all was loft. The kingdom of 
Naples, entirely defenceleft, and accuiu>med to 
a cnange of mafters, was und^ the yoke of the 
conquerors ; and the pope, unable to refuie a 
p^flage to the German troops through his do* 
minions, faw, without daring to murmur, the 
emperor make himfelf his vaflal agatnft bis 
will. It is a ftrong inftance of the force of 
received opinions, and the power of cuftom, 
that Naples may always be feized upon without 
cbnfulting the pope, and yet that the poflefibr 
is always obliged to do him homage for it. 

While the grand-fon of Lewis XIV* was 
thus deprived of Naples, the grand-father wa 
on the point of lofing Provence and Dauphiny. 
The duke of Savoy and prince Eugene had al- 
ready entered thole provinces by the narrow 
pafs of Tende -, and Lewi^ XIV. had the mor- 

tifi. 
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tification to fee that very duke of Savoy, who 
» twelvemonth before had hardly any thing. left 
but his capital, and -prince Eugene, who had 
been brought up at his court, on the point of 
Stripping him of Toulon and Marfeilles. 
• Toulon was befieged, and in danger of being' 
taken ; the Englifli fleet lay before the harbour, 
and bombarded the town. A little more dili* 
gence, precaution, and unanimity, would have 
carried Toulon* Marfeilles, then left defence-^ 
lefs, could have made no rejQftance, and France 
feemed likely to loie two provinces; but whajb 
is probable feldom happens. There was time 
to fend fuccours ; a detachment had been made 
from marfhal Villars's army, as foon as thefe 
provinces were threatened ; and the advantages 
in Germany were made to give way to the 
fafety of a part of France. That part of the 
country by which the enemy entered was dry, 
barren, and billy ; provifions were fcarce, and 
a retreat dif&cult. A (icknefs, which made 
great havock in the enemy's army, proved no 
unfavourable circumftance to Lewis XIV. The 
fiege of Toulon was raifed *, and foon after^* 
wards the enemy evacuated Provence, and Dau« 
phiny was out of danger i (6. feldom does an in* 
yafion prove fuccefsful, unlels there is an in- 
telligence with the people of the country. 
Charles V. failed in the fame deAgn, and of 

• Tfai» attempt upon Tovlon might have fucceeded, if 
the emperor, notwithAanding the repeated remonftrancet 
•f the maritime powers, had not divided his army in Italy, 
by detaching a confiderable army towards Naples ; and de- 
tained ten thoufand recruits in^Oermany, from an appre- 
benfion of the king of Sweden, who was then in Saxony, 
sad on very indifferent terms with the court of Yienna. 

latt 
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kKedayt theifueett of Hungary's troops hive 
been likewifii difappoinced in their attempts 
«pon this country.. 

However, this ifhrafion,' which coft the alliea 
(b dear, proved of no fmall diflTervite to the 
French. The country hid been fposled, and 
our forces divided. 

Europe little txpeAtft that, while the French 
nation thus exhaufted, thought itfelf happpy in 
having efcapdd an invafion, Lewis XI V. was 
Aifficiently great and fniitful th expedients, to 
attempt hintfdf an invafion in Great Britain, 
in defpite of the weak ftate of his maritime 
forces and the powerful fleets of the Engliflt 
that covered the feas. This expedition was 
propofed by feme of the Scotch, in the inteitfl 
of James III. The firccefs Was doubtful ; but 
I^wis thofrgtit the very attempt fuiRciemly 

{ lotions y and aAually declared afterwards, that 
le was determined as itauch by thil motive as 
bis political intereft. 

To carty the war into Great-Britain at that 
lime, when we could with diiEcultv fupport 
the burthen of it in fo many other places, and 
to endeavour to replace the fon of James 11. 
on the throne of Scotland, at leaft while we 
could hardly fupport Philip V. on that of Spain, 
was a noble idea, and after all, not quite dcfti'* 
tute of probability. 

Thofe of the Scotch who had not fold them* 
felves to the court of London, were grieved to 
fee themfelves reduced to a ftate of dependence 
on the Englifh, and privately with one accord 
called upon the offspring of their ancient kings, 
who in his infancy bad been drivoo from the 

throna 
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tluose of t&r«e kingdvm^y an4 wbofe vtry birth 
bftd beea copt^ed by hii enemies. Tiiejr 
promifed to join him wiih thirty thoufand men 
in arms to ngbt his cau(c» if he would only 
l|Ad at Edinburgh woh fome few fuccourt 
from Frani^e. 

Lewis XIV. who ifi hi^ paft time of prof-* 
perityy bad made fuch efforts in behalf of the 
lather, now did th« fgmf for the fon^ dhough 
tiis fortunes w^re in the decline. Eight ihipe 
of war and feventy tranfports wlire got ready 
at Dunlcir)c» and fix thoufand men vf^.^u 
put on board- The count de Gace, J^qJ* . 
afterwards marflial Matignon^ had the ^ 
commaivl of the troopS) and the chevalier de 
Forbin janfon» one of the beft faiiors of hie 
time, that of the fleet. Every thing ieemed 
favourable for their defign: there were but 
three thoufand regular troops in Scotland, Eng^ 
land was left defencelefr, its foldiers beinff all 
engaged in Flanders, under the duke of Marl- 
lH>rough. Thp difficulty was to get thither; 
for the Englifh had a fleet of fifty Slips of war 
cruifipg at fea. This expedition was exadlly 
like tl^ la^e one in 1744) in favour of the 
grand- fon of James II. It was difcovered by the 
government, and impeded by feveral unlucky 
accidents ; infomuch that the Engliih miniftry 
had time to fend for twelve battalions out of 
Flanders. Several of the mod fufpedied perfons 
were feized In Edinburgh. At length, the 
pretender having (hewed himfelf upon the 
Scotch coaft, and not feeing the fignals which 
bad been agreed upon, nothing was left but to 
Mturn back again. The chevauer Forbin landed 

hioi 
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him fafe at Dunkirk *, and by his prudent re- 
treat faved the French fleet ; but the expedition 
was entirely fruftrated. Matignon was the 
only one who gained any thing on this occa- 
fion : having opened his orders after be came 
out to fea, he there found a patent for raarfhal 
of France, a reward for what he meant to do, 
but could not perform. 

There cannot be a more abfurd notion than 
that of fome hiftorians, who pretend that queen 
Anne had a correfpondence with her brother 
in this affair. It is abfolute folly to fuppofe 
that Ihe would invite her competitor in the 
crown to come and dethrone her. They have 
confounded the time, and imagined that ihe 
favoured him becaufe Ihe afterwards looked 
upon him in private as her fucceHbr : but what 
prince would chufe to be driven from the throne 
by his fucceflbr ? 

While the French aflfairs were every day 

Sowing worfe and worfe, the king thought, 
at by fending the duke of Burgundy, his 
grand-fon, to head the army in Flanders, the 
prefence of the heir prefumptive to the crown 
would- excite the emulation of the troops. 



* Lewis XIV. is faid to have had other aims than tfaofe 
our author mentions. His chief defign was to make a di- 
verfion from the Netherlands, and excite a revolt in Great 
BrittiOy which might hamper the EogtUh muuftry, and 
hinder queen Anne from exerting herfelf againft France on 
tlie continent. The fcheme was defeated by the vigilance 
of fir George Byng, commander of the EnglUh fqnadron, 
who reached the Frith of Edinburgh time enough to pe- 
vent the Pretender'a landing. He gave chace to the Frendi 
Iquadron, one of the (hips of which.be Cook, and Fonibin 
•fcaped with great difficttlty. 

which 
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which began to droop. This prince was of a 
refolute and intrepid difpofition, pious, juft, and 
learned. He was formed to command wife 
men : he loved mankind, and endeavoured to 
make them happy. Though well verfed in the 
art of war, he confidered diat art rather as the 
fcouFge of human kind, and an unhappy ne- 
ceffity, than the fource of real glory. This^ 
philofophical prince was the perfon fent to op- 
pofe the duke of Marlborough, and they gave 
him the duke df Vendome for an affiftant. It 
now happened, as it toa frequently does: the 
experiencedofficer was not fufficiently liftened 
to, and the prince's council frequently carried 
it over the general's reafons. Hence arofe two 
parties ; whereas, in the enemy's army, there 
was but one, that of the public good. Prince 
£ugene was at that time on the Rhine ; but. 
when he and Marlborough were together, they 
never had but one opinion. 

The duke of Burgundy had the fuperiority- 
in numbers: France, which Europe looked upon 
as exhaufted, had furnifhed him with an army 
of one hundred thoufand men ; and the allies 
at that time had not quite eighty thoufand. He 
had moreover the advantage of intelligence on 
his fide, in a country which had been fo long 
under the Spahifh dominion, was tired out 
with Dutch garrifons, and where a great part* 
of the inhabitants were inclined to favour 
Philip V. By his correfpondence in Ghent 
and Ypres, he became matter of thefe two 
places ; but the fchemes of the foldier foon« 
rendered fruitlefs thofc of the politician. The 
di(agr«ement in the council of war, already 
began to diftra^ their operations s fo that now 

thegr 
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iJi^y begtn to march towards the Dendrei and 
tWQ hours afterwards turned back s^n towardi 
the Scheldt to go to Oudenard« In this oianiKr 
did they lofe time> while the duke of Marlborough 
«nd prince Eugene were making the beft of 
theirst and eAed in concert with each other. The 
y , French were routed near Oudenardc. 

08 This was not a great battle^j but 

^^ k proved a fatal retreat. Error waa 
•added to terror* The regfanents were fuffered 
to wander at random without receiving any 
orders, and upwards of four thoufand mtn were 
made prifoners on the road, by the enemy's 
armvy a few miles diftant only from the fidd of 
haitle. 

The army in defpondency retreated without 
Any order, part under Ghent, part under Tour'> 
nay, and part under Ypres, and quietly fuf- 
fered prince Eugene, now returned from the 
Rhine, to lay fiege to Lifle with an inferior 
army. 

To fit down before fo large and well fortified 
a town as Lifle without being mafter of Ghent, 
obliged to fend for provifions and ammunition 
as far as Oftend, and thefe to be brought over 
a narrow caufeway, at the haeard of being every 
moment furprifed, was what Europe called a 
ra(h adion ; but which the mifunderftanding 
«nd irrefolution that prevailed in the French 
army rendered very excufeable, and was juftificd 
in the end by the fuccefs. The grand convoys 
which might have been intercepted, arrived 
f4fe. The troops that efcorted them, and which 

• If the night bad not im^pofed, the whole French wmv 
^iOttU h»ve been fuked, 

I ought 
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ought to have been defeated by a fuperior num- 
ber, proved vi£lorious f. The duke of Bur- 
gundy's army, that might have attacked that 
of the enemy before it was complete, re- 
mained, inactive; and Liile was taken, to 
the aftoniftnnent of all Europe, who thought 
the duke of Burgundy rather in a condition 
to befiege Marlborough and Eugene, than thofe 
generals to befiege Lifle. Marfhal Boufflers ' 
defended the place near four months. 

The inhabitants became fo familiar with the 
noife of cannon, and all the horror that attended 
a fiege, that public diverfions were carried on 
as frequent a,s in time of peace; and though a 
bomb one day fell very near the play-houfe, it 
did not interrupt the entertainment. 

Marfhal Boufflers had made fuch judicious 
dirpofitions, that the inhabitants' of this great" 
city remained perfedtly fecure in his vigilance. 
The defence he made gained him the efteem" 
even of his enemies, the hearts of the inha- 
bitants, and a reward from the king. Thofe 
Dutch hiftorians, or rather writers, who afFecft 
to blame him^Tiould remember, that to contra- 
dift the public voice, a perfon muft have been a 
witnefs, and an intelligent one, or prove what 
he advances J. 

-f- Alluding to the battle of WynendaFe, in which major 
g^oerat ,Wfbb, with fix thoufand of the allies, defeated 
two and twenty thoufand French, commanded by the 
.count de la Motte. 

"l Of this nature is a hidory which a bookfeller called 
Vanduren, pretends to have been written by the JefuiC 
La Motte, when concealed in Holland, under the name o£ 
La Hode, and continued by Martiniere j the whole founded 
only on the pretended memoirs of a count de - • *, fecretar/ 
of ftate. 

.Vol. VII. M In 
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In the mean tune, the army that bad looked 
on while Lifle was taken, began to diminifh 
by liitie and little, and AifFered Ghent to be 
taken next, and then Bruges, and all the pofts 
one after another. Few campaigns have proved 
more fatal than this. The officers in the duke 
of Vend6me*s intereft laid all thefe faults to 
the duke of Burgundy's council, who retorted 
them back upon the duke of Vendome. All 
minds were Toured with misfortune. One of 
the duke of Bui^undy's courtiers faid one day 
to the duke de Vendome, ** Thus it is, never 
to go to mafs ; you fee how misfortunes follow 
us." " Do you think then, replied the duke 
de Vendome, that Marlborough eoes there 
oftncr than we?" The emperor ^fcph was 
puffed up with the rapid fuccefles of the allied 
army \ he faw himfelf abfolute in the empiret 
Header of Landau, and the road to Paris in a 
manner open, by the taking of Lifle. A party 
of Dutch foldiers had the boldneis to ad* 
vance as far as Verfailles, from Courtrai, and 
carried off the king's firft equerry from under 
the caflle windows, thinking it Jiad been the 
dauphin, the duke of Burgundy's father. Paris 
was filled with terror; and the emperor enter* 
tained as ftrong hopes of fettling his brother 
Charles on the throne of Spain, as Lewis XIV. 
had to keep his grandfon in poile^n of it. 

This fuccefTion, which the Spaniards wanted 
to have rendered indtvifible, was already fplit 
into three parts. The emperor had taken 
Lombardy and the kingdom of Naples totim- 
felf. His brother Charles was ftill in pofleffioo 
of Catalonia, and a part of Arragon. The em- 
peror at that time obliged pope Clement XI. 
5 to 
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tcv acknowledge the archduke for king of Spain. 
This pope, who^as faid to refemble St. Pcter^ 
becaufe he owned, denied, repented, and wept ; 
had, after the example of his predeceflbr, ac- 
knowledged Philip V. and was attached to the 
boufe of Bourbon. The emperor, to punifh 
him, declared feveral fiefs, which at ^at time 
were held from the popes, fubjedl to the empire, 
particularly Parma and Placentia; laid wafte 
feveral lands belonging to the holy fe«, and 
feizedon the town of Commacchio. In former 
times, a pepe would have excommunicated any 
•mperor who had attempted to difpiite with him 
the moft trifling privileges^ and thatexcommufii- 
cation would have driven the emperor from his 
throne : but the power of this fee was now re- 
duced within its projvcT bounds. Clement XI. 
at the inftigaiion of France had ventured to un- 
flieath the fword for fome <{bort time ; but he ^ 
had no fboner taken up arms than he repented 
of it. He perceived that the Romans were in* 
capable of wielding the fword under a facerdotal 
government. He therefore laid down his arsis, 
Ml Commacchio in the emperor's bands as a 
pledge of his futuit peaceable condud, and con- 
fent^ to write to the archduke with the ftile 
of ** Pur deareft -.fon, the catholic king in 
Spain." A fleet of Englifh Chips in the Medi* 
terranean, and a German army in his dominions, 
foon made him glad to write, ^' To our deareft 
fon Charles king of Spain." It was thought 
that this fuflPrage of the popes, though of no 
fervice in the German empire, might have fome 
efledl on the Spaniih populace, who had been 
nukle to l»elieve that the archduke was unworthy 
M 2 to 
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tp reign, becaufe he wm protend by hemici^r 
^ho had taken Gibraltar. 

There yet remained to the SpaniAi monar* 
cby beyond the continent, the two iflands of 
Sardinia and Sicily : an Englifli fleet bad takea 
Sardinia, and giv^n it to die emperor i for tb« 
Engliih were not willing that the archduke 
(hould have any thing more than Spain. At 
that time, they made treaties of partition with 
their arms. The conqueft of Sicily they referved 
for another time, chuftng rather to employ their 
ihiptt at Tea in cruifing for the Spaniib galleoni^ 
foinc of whom they took, than in conquering 
new territoriea fur the emperor. 

Frtince was now af much humbled a$ Rome, 
and more in danger ; relburcea begati to fait, 
credit was at a ftand, and the people, who had 
idolized their monarch in his projperity, began 
to murmur againft him when unfortunate. 

A fet of men to whom the miniftry had fold 
the nation for a little ready money to fupply 
the immediate call, grew fat on the public ca« 
lamity, and infuked the fuiFerings of the people 
by their luxurious manner of living, 1 be 
money they had advanced wea fpent ; and bad 
it not been for the bold indiiftry of certain tr;^ 
ders, particularly thofe of St. Malo, who made 
a voyage to Peru, and brought home thirty 
millions, half of which they lent to theeovern* 
ment, Lewis XIV. would not have badmoney 
to pay his troops. The war had ruined the 
kingciom, and the merchants fiived it : tbia was 
the cafe in Spain. I'he galleons, which bad 
cfcaped being taken by the Knglifli, helped to 
fupport Philip V. but this refource, which was 
4uily of a few months duration, did not fadli'' 
2 tate 
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tate the raifing of recruits. Chamlllard, who 
had been made treafurer and fecretary at war, 
refigned the latter poft into the hands of M, 
Vomn, afterwards chancellor, who had formerly 
been an intendant on the frontiers. The armies 
were full as badly fupplied as before, nor did 
' merit'meet with more encouragement. This 
feme Chamillard afterwards refigned the ma- 
nagement of the treafury likewife ; but Def- 
marets, who fucceeded him in that poft*, was 
not able to reftore a ruined credit. The fevere 
winter of 1709 completed the defpair of the 
nation. The olive trees, which bring in a 
great deal of money in the fouth of France, 
were all deftroyed i almoft all the fruit trees 
were killed with the froft j there Were no hopes 
of an harveftj and there was very little corn In 
the granaries ; and what could be brought at a 

, very great diftance from the fea-port towns of 
the Levant, and thecoaft of Barbary, was liable 
to be talcen by the enemies fleets, to whom we 

' had hardly any fhips of war to oppofe. The 
fcoursre of this dreadful winter was general all 
over r)uropc ; but the enemies had more re- 
fources, efpeclally the Dutch, who had been fa 
long the faAors for other nations, had maga- 
zines fufficiently ftored to fupply the ftrongeil 
armies the allies could bring into the field, in a 
plentiful manner, while the French troops, di- 



« TIm hiftory of the jefuU de la Motts, digefled by La 
Maitiniere fiiyt, that monfieur de CbamilUrd was removed 
Irop the treafury in 1703, and that marflial Harcourt 
wtt catled by the public voice to fucceed him. Thd 
t>lt^eri of this writer are out of number. 
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fxiinifhed and difheartened^ feemed ready topenfb 
fot want. 

Lewis XIV. who had already made ibme 
advances towards a pcace^ determined under 
thcfe fata] circumflanccs to fend his chief mw 
nifter, the marquis Torci Colbert, to the 
Hague, a/Tided by the preAdent Rouille. This 
was an humbling flep. T^^^ ^c^ ^^ ^^ 
Antwerp, with two burgo-maners from Am- 
ftcrdam, named Buis and Vanderbuflen, wbo 
talked in the ftile of conquerors, and returned 
upon the miniflers of the proudeff of all princes 
all the arrogance with which they themfelves 
had been treated in 1672. 
. The ftates-genesal had choien no ftadtholder 
fince the death of king William ; and die 
Dutch ma^iftrates, who already be^an to call 
their families, " The patrician families," were 
fo many petty kings. The four Dutch com- 
miflarics, who attended the army, behaved with 
the utmoft infolence to above thirty German 
princes, whom they maintained in their pay* 
'' Send Holftein hither, (aid they; tell Hefleto 
come and fpeak to us.** In this manner did a 
fet of merchants exprefs themfelves, who, all 
plain in their garb, and abftemious in their 
way of livmg, took a pleaAire in trampKng 
upon German haugbtinefs in their pay, and 
mortifying the pride of a king who had for- 

" merly been their conqueror* 1 hey were not 
contented with fhewing the world bjr tbefe 
external marks of fuperiority, that power is 
the only real greatnefs. 7^h^Hkewife infifted 
tpon having ten towns in Flanders given them 

' tp in fovercignty^ and among others Liflc, 
Mfc <.h was already in their hands j and Tour* 

nai» 



LEWIS XIV. 247 

naif which wa$ not yet taken. Thus the Dutch 
wanted to reap all the fruits of the war, not 
only at the expence of France, but at that of 
the houfe of Auftria likewife, whofe caufc they 
had been fighting, in the fame manner as the 
republic of Venice had formerly augmented tt^ 
territories with tbofe of Its neighbours. The 
republican fpirit Is in the main full as ambi- 
tious as the monarchical. 

This plainly appeared a few months after- 
wards; for when this fhadow of a negociation 
was vaniihedy and the allied armv bad gained 
fome frefli advantages, the duke of Marlborough » 
at that time more abfolute in England than his 
royal miftrefs, haying been gained over by the 
Dutch* concluded a treaty with the States- 
general* in 1709, by which they were to keep 
pofleffion of ail the frontier towns which fhould 
be taken from the French j were to have ga:r- 
liibns in twenty fortrefles in Flanders, to be ' 
maintained at the expence of the country, and 
to have Upper Guelders in perpetual fovereignty. 
By this treaty they would- have become aSual 
Ibvereigns of the fevcnteen provinces of the 
Netherlands, and have had the fupreme rule in 
Liege and Cologne. In this manner did they 
want to aggrandize themfelves bv the ruin even 
of their allies. They were full of thefe lofty 
frdjcSta when the chief minifter of France 
came to them to afk for peace ; we mud not 
therefore be furprifed at the difdainful reception 
he met with. 

After thefe firft fteps of humiliation, Lewis's 

minifter went to the Hague, where he received 

in his matter's name the laft degree of infulr. 

He there law prince Eugene, the duke of 

M 4 Marl- 



248 The AGE OF 

Marlborough, and the penfionary Heinfiits^ who 
all three were for continuing the war. The 
prince, becaufe it at once gratified his glory 
and his revenge; Marlborough, becaufe he 
gained both reputation and immenfe riches, 
of which he was equally fond ; the third, who 
was guided by. the other two, looked upon him- 
felf as a Spartan humbling the pride of a Per- 
fian monarch/ They propofed inftead of peace 
a truce, and during that truce a full fatisfadion 
for all their allies, without taking any notice 
6f the king's, conditionally that the king {houU 
aiEft in driving his grand-fbn from the throne 
of Spain, within two months -, and that as a 
furety for his performance of. the treaty, he 
{hould begin by ceding to the ilates general 
for ever, ten towns in r landers, reftore Strai^ 
burg and Brifac, and renounce the ibvereignty 
of Alface. Lewis little exped^ed, fome years 
before, when he refufed a company of horfe t» 
Prince Eugeie, when Churchill was only a 
colonel in the Englifh army, and the name of 
Heinfius was hardly known, that one day Otefs 
three men ihould impofe fuch laws upon turn. 
The marquis de Torcy took his leave with- 
out negociating, and returned to carry the 
king the orders of his enemies. Lewis XIV* 
now did what he had never before done towards 
his fubjedis. Hejuftified his conduA in adr- 
cular lettei', which he addreiled to them, in 
which, after acquainting his people with the 
farther burthens he was obliged to lay upon 
them, he endeavoured to roufe their indigna- 
tion, honour, and even pity. The politicians 
faid that Torci "went to the Hague in that fup- 
pliant manner, only to throw the whole blame 

upon 
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ti)»on the €taemy, to juftify Lewis XXV. ia the 
eyes of £urope, and animate the French to a 
jiift reienttnent ; but the fsuSt is, that pe went 
there purely to demand pisade. The preildent 
. Rouille was left fome few .days at the Hague, 
to endeavour to get more favourable conditions ; 
but all the anfwer he received to his remon- 
firances was an order from the ftates*general 
. to depart HoUand'in twenty-four hours *. 

Lewis XIV. when be heard the rigorous 
terms impofed upon him, faid to Rouille, 
'* Well then, fince I muft make war, I would 
rather it Ihould be againft my enemies than my 
.childnen/' He then made preparations to try 
iiis fortune once more in Flanders 9 the famine, 
which had laid wafte the countries i^und, 
proved a refource for the war; thofe who 
wanted bread enlifled for foldiers. Many lands 
lay untilled.j but we had an army. Mav- 
fhal Villars, who had been fent the preceding 
year into Savoy, to command a few troops 
whofe ardour was revived by his prefcnce, and 
who had met with fome Uttle fuccefles, was 
recalled into Flanders, as the perfon in whom 
his country placed all her hopes. 

Marlborough had already taken Tournai ; 
and with prince Eugene, who had covered the 
iiege, marched to inveft Mons. Mar£hal Vil* 
lars advanced to prevent them, having with 
him tnarfhal BoufHers, a fenior officer, but who 
had defined to ferve under him. Boufflers had 
a true afie£^ion for bis king and country ; he 

* Torci had anally agreed to preliminaries which 
Lewis reje^d 3 and it was in confequence of this rejediott 
that RoQilie was ordered to quit Holland in foor and twenty 
h*urs, 

M 5 proved. 
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proved, on this occafion, (notwkhftandinglrtnt 
has been faid by a very fenfible man) that there 
are virtues in a monarchical ftate, efpecially un« 
der a good matter. There are doubtleft a» 
many as in a republic, with lefs enthufiafin per- 
* haps, but with more of what is called honour. 

As foon as the French advanced to oppoTe 
the invetting of Mons, the allies, on their fide 
advanced to attack them near the wood of Blan- 
gies and the village of Malplaquet. 

The two armies confifted of about eighty 
thoufand men each ; but the allies had forty-two 
battalions more. The French brought eighty 
pieces t)f cannon into the field, the allies one 
hundred and forty. 7^he duke of Marlborough 
commanded the right wing, compofed of the 
Englffli and German troops in Engli£h pay j 
prince Eugene was in the center ; Tilli and 
the count of Naffau ^t the left, with the 
Dutch. 

c -- Mj^rftal Villars took the command 
170Q ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ "Wing of this army, and 

7^9 left the right to marftal Boufflers; he 
had entrenched his army in hafte ♦, a method 
perhaps moft fuitable to his troops, that were 
inferior in numbers,, and had been a long time 
unfuccefsful, and confifted of one half recruits; 
it was moft fuitable like wife to our condition 
at that time i as an entire defeat would have 
intirely ruined the nation. Some hiftorians 
have found fault with the difpofition made by 

* Tfieir camp was fortified with triple intrcnciunentt - 
attd they were fo fortified with lines, intrenchmentt, can! 
nen and trees laid acrofs> that they fecmed to be ouite !■- 
acceffible, ^ 

the 
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the marihal : " He ought, Tfay they) to have 
paflcd a large hollow, inftead of having it ih 
his front." Is it not being rather too difcerning; 
to Judge thus from our clofet of what pafles in 
a field of battle ? 

All that I know is, the'marflial himfelf faid, 
that the foldiers who had had no Bread for a 
whole day, and had juft their allbwance diflrJ- 
buted among them, threw half of it away, to 
make the greater hafte to cometo aftion. There 
has not been for many ages a longer or more 
obftinate battle ; none more bloody. I (hall 
fay nothing touching this a£^ion but what has 
been univerfally acknowledged. The enemies 
left wing, where the Dutch fought, was almoft 
entirely cut to pieces ; afld we purfued them 
with the bayonets at the end of the piece. 
Marlborough at the right made and withftood 
furprifing efforts. Mar&al Villars had occaflon 
to thm his center to oppofe Marlborough ; at 
that very inftant the center was attacked^ the 
entrencranents which covered it were carricJ, 
the regiment of guards who defended them mak- 
ing no rcfiftance. The marfhal, in riding 
from his left wing to his center, was wounded*, 
and the day was loft ; the field of battle was co- 
vered with the bodies of thirty thoufand merf, 
killed and dying. 

The lofs of the French in this battle did 

not amount to more than eight thoufand men ; 

the enemy left near twenty-one thoufand killed 

^and wounded, but the center being forced, and 

'the two wings cut off, thofe who had made^he 

greateft daughter loft the day. 

M 6 Mar- 
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Marihal Boufflers* made ^ retreat m good &c* 
der, with the afliftance of the prince of Tingri- 
Montmorenci, afterwards marffaai Luxem* 
bourg, inheritor of the valour of bis anceftors. 
The army retired between Quefnoi and Valei)- 
ciennes, carrying wiih them feveral ftandards and 
' colours they had taken from the enemy t» 
Lewis Xiy. comforted himfelf with thefe fpoils, 
and it was efteemed a \id:ory to have difputed 
the day fo long, and to have loft only the field 
of battle. Marfhal Villars> at his return to 
court, afTured the king, that if he had not been 
wounded, he fhould have gained the viSory. 
I know the general himfelf was perfuaded of 
this, but I know very few people befides who 
believe it. 

It may feem furprifing, that anarmy, which 
had killed the lenemy near two thirds more 
men than it loft itfelf, fhould not endeavour to 
prevent thofe who had gained no other advan- 
tage but that of lying in the midft ot their dead, 
from going to lay fiege to Mons, The Dutch 
were fearful, for the fuccefs of this enterprise, 
and hefitated forfome time^ but the conquered 
are frequently impofed upon, and diflieartened, 
by the name of having loft the battle* Men 
never do all that they might do, and the foldier 
who is told ' he is beaten, fears to be beaten 
again. Thus^Mons was beiieged and taken, 

■ I I ■ I I —^— ^^— ^H— — — ^M^— ^M^— ^M^— ^^.^M^IM^— 

• In a book, in titled^ Memoirs of marjhal Berwick, it U 
faid, that mar(hal Berwick made this retreat. In this man- 
ner arc a number of memoirs written. 

f The allies took above forty colours and ftandards, fix- 
teen pieces of cannon^ and a confiderablc number of prifo- 
ners, 

and 
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^nd ^ for the Dtitx^t who kept ^^ ^ 
poSeSion of this town, as they had ^^' ^ ^> 
done of Lifle and Toumai. ^ ^^-^ 

CHAP. CLXXXV. 

Lewts XrV. continues to folHcit peace, and 

• to defend himfelf. The Duke of Vendomb 

Xecurcs the King of Spain on his throne. 

THE enemy not only continued thus ad*- 
vancin^ by degrees, and levelled' all the 
barriers of France on this fide, but they pre- 
tended, with the affiftance of the duke of Savoy, 
to furprife Tranche Compte, and penetrate at 
oxice by both ends. to the heart of the kingdom. , 
General Merci, who was charged with facili- 
tating this enterprize, by entering into Upper 
Afface by the city of Bafil, was happily ftopt 
near the ifle of Newburg on the * ,^ 
Rhine, by the count, afterwards mar- "^ * 
£hal Dubourg. By an unaccountable ' " 
fatality, all thofe of the name of Merci have 
been as unfuccefsful as efteemed. This was de- 
feated in the completeft manner. Nothing was 
undertaken on the fide of Savoy, but much was 
apprehended in regard to Flanders ; the domef- 
tic aiFairs of the kingdom were in fo languid a 
ftate, that the king once more follicited peace 
like a fuppliant ; he offered to acknowledge the 
archduke for king of Spain; to withdraw all af- 
fiftance from his grandfon,and leave him to his 
£^ei to ddiverup four places asfecurities; ta 

rcftorc 
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reftor^ Strafbourg and Brifac s to refign Aefi^- 
rereignty of Alface, refervine only the prafeo- 
ture ; to demolifh all the fortified places between 
Bafil and Philipfbourg^; to fill up the long for- 
midable harbour of Dunkirk, and deoiolifli its 
■ fortifications j and to leave Lifle, Tournai, 
YpreS) Menin, Furnes, Conde, and Maubeuge, 
in the hands of the ftatcs-gencral. Thefe were 
io part the articles propofed, to ferve as a-bafis 
for the pe>ce which he folliciied. 

The allies, determined to have the triumph 
of difcufiing the fubmifiive propofals of Lewis 
XIV. permitted his plenipotentiaries to come tp 
the little town of Gertruydcnberg, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1716, to prefent their mas- 
ter's fupplications. Lewis made choice of mar- 
ihal d'Uxelles, a man of great coolnefs and ta- 
citurnity, and of a difpofition rather prudent 
than elevated or bold ; with him was joined the 
abbe, afterwards cardinal Polignac, one of the 
brighteft wits, and moft eloquent orators of 
his age, and of a moft engaging peribn and 
addrefs \ but wit,- prudence, and eloquence, are 
of no fervice in a minifter, when the mafter is 
unfuccefsful. It is conqueft that makes treaties. 
The ambafladors of Lewis XIV. were rather 
confined in Gertruydenberg than received 
there. The deputies came to hear their, propo- 
fals, which they tranfmitted to the Hague to 
prince Eugene, the duke of Marlborough, and 
count Zinzendorf, ambaflador from the empe- 
ror. Thefe propofals were almoft always re- 
ceived with contempt. The plenipotentiaries 
were ihfultcd by the moft abufive libels, the 
work of French refugees, who were become 
more inveterate enemies Co the glory of 

Lewit- 
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Lewis XIV. than even prince Eugene or tbe^ 
^uke of Marlborough *• 

Though the French plenipotentiaries carried 
their fubmiffion fo far as to promife for the king^ 
that he fliould furnifh money to dethrone Phi- 
-lip V. they were not liftened to. It was infifled 
upon, as a preliminary, that Lewis XIV. fhouU 
engage alone to drive hi»^ grandibn out of Spain 
by force of arms. This abfurd piece pf inhu-- 
manity arofe from frefh fuccefles» 

While the allies were thus treating Lewis 
XIV. like matters Jrriuted againft his pride and 
greatnels, the city of Douay fell into their 
■hands ;. and foon afterwards Betbune, Aire, 
and St. Venant$ and lord Stair propoied to fend 
parties to the gates of Paris. 

Almoft at tl^ fame time the archduke's army, 
commanded by Guy Staremberg, the neareft 
in military reputation to prince Eu- . 
gene of all the German generals, S- ^0,. 
gained a complete viSory near Sara- ^7{^ 
goflaf, over that army in which. Philip and his 
adherents had placed their hopesv and that was 
commanded by the marquis de Bay^ an unfortu- 
nate general. Here again it was obferved, . that 
the two rival kings, though within reach of 
their armies, were not prefent >at this battle. 
Of all* the princes for whom Europe was then 
up in arms, the duke of Sayoy was the only one 

* And they had more reafon fo to be. 

+ The wholei cavalry of Philip were defeated at Alme- 
nara, by the allied horfe commanded by general Stanhope, 
whoj with his •wir hand, ^ew general Ameflaga, coir man- 
ner of the Spanifh gaaids. General Staremberg followed 
Philip*a anny to Saragoflaj where they gave him battit» on 
the oiathday of Auguft^ tM were touliy defeated^ 

wha 
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i;^o fought his own battles. It was a n^btii- 
cholly confideration, that he could acqahre Iris 
glory only by fighting agamft his two daugh- 
tersy one of whom he endeavoured to dethrone, 
in order to gain a fmall %ot of gromd in Lorn- 
bardy, about wbich the empenor Jofeph akeady 
began to make feme difikrahics, aisd that he 
would have have been flript of the very firft 
op|>ortitnity. 

This emperor, who was fuccefeAil everywhere, 
Ihewed no nuxleration jn his good fortune. By 
his own pure authority he difoiembertd Bavaria, 
and beftcrwed the iiefs thereof on hisrebttons and 
creatures. Hedefpoiledthe young duke of Miran- 
doJa of his dominions in Italy, and the princes 
of the empire maiotained an army for him <in 
the Rhine, without thinking that they were la- 
bouring to cement a power of which they ftood 
in dread ; fo much did the old reigning hatred 
to the name of Lewis XIV, occupy every mind, 
as if their chief intereft had been concerned 
therein. Jofeph had likcwife the good for* 
tune to Aipprefs the rebellious Hungarians. 
'I'he court of France had fet up prince Ra- • 
gotiki againft him, who came armed wkh 
his own pretenfions and thofe of his coutitry- 
men. Ragotfki was beaten, his town taken, 
and his party ruined. Thus Lewis XIV. was 
equally unfortunate abroad and at home, by fea 
and by land, in his public negociations and his 
private intrigues. 

It was believed by all Europe at that time, that 
the archduke Charles, brother to the fortunate 
Jofeph, would reign without a competitor in 
Spain. Europe was threatened with a power 
more formidable than that of Charka v . and 
' • the 
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the Engliih, fo long the declared foes of the 
Auftrian-Spaniib branchy and the Dutch, its 
revolted (laves* were thofe who exerted them* 
(elves to eilablilh k. Philip V. who had taken 
refuse in Madrid, quitted it again, and retired 
to Valladolid, while the archduke Charles made 
ills entry as a conqueror. 

The French king couM no longer lupply hts 
grandfon with fuccours ; he had been obliged 
to do tb^t fMirtly through neceffity which the 
allies bad cxa£bedof himat Gertruydenberg, to 
abandon the caufe of Philip, by fending for 
thofe troops that were yet in Spain for his own 
defence, being har^dly able to make head againft 
the powerful efforts of the enemy in Savoy, on 
the Rhine, and in Inlanders, where the flrefs of 
the war chiefly lay. 

Spain was in a ftill more deplorable fituation 
than France. Almoft all its provinces had been 
4aid wafte by its enepaiea and friends. It was 
attacked by Portugal. Its trade was deftroyed* 
These was a general dearth throughout the king- 
dom i but this indeed was nsore wverely felt bf 
.the vi£lors than by the vanquished, becaufe tbe 
common people throughout this great country 
gave all in their power to Philips for whom they 
had an afFeAion, and refufed every thing to the 
Aufiriaiis. Philip had no longer a eeneral or 
troops from France ; the duke of Orleans, by 
whom his drooping fortune had been a little 
raifedy inftead of commanding his army, was 
become bis enemy. It is certain, that notwith- 
ftanding the afiedbn the inhabitants of Ma- 
drid had for Philip, and the fidelity of the gran* 
dees and all Caftile, he had ftill a powerful 
party againft him in Spain. Tiie Catalonians^ 

a war- 
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a warlike and headftrong nation, were^toa maiit 
obftinately attached to his rival. One half of 
Arragon had lilcewife been sained oven One 
party of the people waited the event of affairs, 
and the other hated the archduke more than 
they loved Philip. The duke of Orleans, the 
namefake of Philip, difgufted with the Spanifii 
miniftry, and ftiil more difpleafed with the 
princeis Urfini, who governed affairs, began to 
think that he might iecure for himfelf the coun*-^ 
try which he was fent to defend $ and when 
Lewis XIV.. himfelf propofed to give up his 
grandfon, and that an abdication was already 
talked ofin Spain,.thedukeof Orleans thouglit 
himfelf worthv of filling the throne which Phi- 
.lip V. would be obliged to refigit. He had fome 
pretenfions to that place which bad been left 
unnoticed in the king of Spain's will, and which 
his father had fupported bV aproteft. 

By means of hraagents nomade an agreement. 
with fomo of the grandees^ who ennffed to 
. fidct him on the throne, in cafePhHip V. moidd 
quit it. In this cafe, he^ould have found m»- 
. jiy of the Spaniards ready to lift under the ftan- 
1 dard of a prTnce who was fo complete a war* 
rior. This fcheme,.had itTucceeded, could not 
have difpleafed the maritime powers, ae there 
would have been lefs apprehenfion of-feeing the 
kingdoms of France and Spain united in one 
perfon, and fewer obftacles to the peace. The 
project was difcovered at Madrid about the be* 
ginning of 1709, while the duke of Orleans 
was at Verfailles, and his agents in Spain were 
imprifoned. Philip V. never foreave his coufin 
£or thinking him capable of abdicating, and 
endeavouring to fucceed binu In France ibe 

whok 
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whole kingdom cried out againft the duke of 
Orleans* The dauphin, father to Philip V« 
propofed in council to bring the offender to jaf- 
tice ; but the king chofe rather to pafs in lllence 
this abortive and pardonaUe fcheme, than to 
*punifh a nephew, at the time that a grandfbn 
was on the verge of ruin. 

In fine, about the time of the battle of Sara* 

SpBz^ the Spanifh council and moflof the gran* 
ees, finding they had no leader to oppofe to 
Staremberg, whom they looked upon as a fe- 
cond Eugene, wrote in a body to Lewis XIV. 
requeflinghim to fend them the duke de Ven- 
dome. This prince, who had retired to Anet, 
fet out immediately, and his prefence was as 
good as an army. The Spaniards were ftnick 
with the great reputation he had gained in Italy, 
which the unfortunate campaign of Lifle had not 
been able to impair. His- afiSbility, openne(s» 
and liberality, which latter qualification he car* 
lied to a degree of profuiion, and his love for 
his foldiers, won him all hearts } the moment he 
'fet his foot in Spain there happehed to him 
what had formerly happened to Bertrand du 
Guefclin ; his name alone drew a croud of vo- 
lunteers. He wanted money; the corporations 
of the towns and villages, and the religious 
communities, fupplied him. The nation was 
feized with a fpirit of enthufiafm* The feat* 
tered troops left after the battle of Sa- a a 
ragof& afTembled together under him ^.^ 
at Valladolid. Every place exerted ^ 
itfelf in furnifhing recruits. The duke de Ven- 
dome, without allowing time for this freih ar* 
dour to cool, goes inpurfuit of the conquerors, 
brings the king back to Madrid; obl^i^s^the 

enemi; 
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enemy to retire toward* the frontier* of Portu- 
gal, follows them thither, maice^ hh army fwim 
De o ^^^^ ^^^ Taguu, tatci general Stan- 
T^o ^^^ prifoner in Brihucga with five 
^^ thoufand Engliih, comes up with gc* 

ncral Starcmbcrg at Villa Viciofa, and givoi 
bim battle the next da^r. Philjp V. who bad 
not accompanied any of his former genef ak to 

.the fight, animated with the duke of Vend6me*i 
fpirit, put himfelf at the head of tiic right wing, 

.while that general took the left. A compete 
victory W9s gained over the enemy ^ } una, in 
Idb than four months time, this great general, 
who had been called in when things were at 
the lafl; extremity, retrieved all, and fecured 
the crown for ever on the head of Philip V* 
While the allies remained confounded at this 

, Jurpriftng revolution, one of a more (ccretkiod, 

.though equally important, was prepactng ia 
England. 

Sarah Jennings, dirtchefii 4>f Marlborough, 
fioverned queen Anne, and the duke, her huf* 

. band, governed the (late. He bad the treaAiry 

^ Sunhope wis CurprUMi (urround^df and, mfut • vcrjr 
obftlfiAto refidAncci obliged to Turrender liimfclf tnd all htf 
forc«i| imountiflg to two thoufAnd man, Including fftrci 
litutenADt'generalii one major- genvfal, and one brigadier* 
At VUla Viciofat Starembarg foaghc agalsA aouMe bU nuau 
bar. Hit left wing wae uttat ly dafaatad t but with tha ne* 
• maindar of bi« troop« lia maintained hit ground cill Aigli(» 
when ttie enemy retired in difordar, leaving bim mafter oC 
tbe Acid and all their arMtlrryy after having loft above Ss 
thoufand men, who were killed on the fpot, Staremberg 
bad fuffered fo mach in tha battle, chat ha could not pre* 
tend to mafmain bit ground any longer { ba tliarafofa or- 
dered their cannon lo ba nailed w, and nUmd co Catalan 
nia. 

at 
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at his command, through the means of the lord 
high treafurer Godolphin^ whofe fon had married 
one of his daughters. His fon-in-law, Sunderland, 
who was fecretary of ftate, fubmitted every 
thing in the cabinet to him, and the queen's 
Hou&oldy where his wife had an unlimited au- 
thority, was at his devotion. He was mafter of 
the army, while he had the difpofal. of all 
pofts. 

England was at that time divided between 
two parties, the whigs and the tories. The- 
whigs, at whofe head he was, did every thing 
that could contribute to his greatnefs j and the 
tories had been forced to admire him in filence. 
It is not unworthy of hiftory to add, that the 
duke and dutchefs were the two handfomeft 
pcrfons of their time 5 and that this advantage 
contributes not a little to impofe upon the mul- 
titude, when accompanied with dignities and' 
honour. 

The duke had more intercft at the Hague 
than the penfionarv ^ and had great influence 
in Germany, had always been fuccefsful as a, 
negociatocand general, and enjoyed a more 
extenfive (hare of power and reputation, than 
had ever been the lot of any one private man. 
He cpuld likewife ftrengthen his power.by the 
immenfe riches he had acquired during his hav- 
ing the command. I have heard his widow fay, 
that, after he had given fortunes to his four 
children, he had remaining, independent of 
any gifts from the crown, feventy thoufand 
pounds per ann. clear money, which makes 
about one million five hundred thoufand of our 
livres. Had not his frugalitVibeen equal to his 
greatnefs, be might have ibhhed ai party in t?h0 
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kiflgdomthat queen Anne could not eafilyharf 
overthrown ( find had hii wife been a little 
more compUifunif the queen would never have 
broke her chaini* But the duke could ne¥€r %€t 
the better of hit thirft for richeif nor the dutcheft 
ofhercapricioui temper. The queen loved her 
with a tenderneA that went even to fubmifiofif 
and a giving up of all will* In attachment$ of 
thi« nature, we ^enerallv find that diflike be- 
gin! firft on the lide of the monarch ; caprice* 
pride, and an abufe of fuperiority, are the 
things which firft make the yoke felt, and all 
the(c the dutchefi of Marlborough heaped upon 
her miftrefg with a heavy hanoT The queen^ 
who could not want a favourite, turned her 
cyei upon lady Malham, one of the ladiet of 
her beo-chamber. l*he dutcheft could not coh' 
oeal her jcaloufy \ it broke out on a tboufand 
oaMfioni. Aj)air of gloves of a particular 
fiifhion which me refufea the queen, and a jar 
of water that the let fall in her pretence upf>o 
lady Mafliam'i gown# by an afie^ed miftake^ 
changed the face of aftairs in Europe* Matten 
grew warm between the two partiee. The 
jiew favourite's brother aflced the duke for a re« 
giment> the duke refufed it, upon wbich the 
queen gave it him herfelf* The tories laid 
hold of this cofijun^ure to free the queen from 
her domeilic flavery, humble the power iff the 
duke, change the mjniAryf make peace, and it 
poflible repliice the Stewart family on the throne 
of Kiigland *, If the difpofition of the dutebefi 

would 

• W§ nM Mtm, 00 i>t# ¥0f/ btft mitHtffitf, ttiM ffce 
lorkf iM¥«f hMh^ut^d Mny (wiU Mi§ii» Tbt r« mlef»i Nu 

*-^ — -■ 
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would have allowed her to make fome concef-* 
fiofis, fhe might flill Have retained her power. 
The queen and (he had -been ufed to write to 
each other every day, under borrowed names : 
this myfterious familiarity always left the way 
ofpen for a reconciliation } but the dutchefs ma'de 
ufe of this refource only to make things worfe* 
She wrote to the queen in the moft infolent 
terms ; and, among other expreffions made ufe 
of the following ; " Do me juftice, and make 
me no anfwer/' She foon repented of what flie 
had done, and went to a(k pardon of the queen 
with tears in her eyes ; but her majefty made 
her only this reply ; " You have ordered mc 
not to anfwer you, a^d I (hail not anfwer you." 
After this the breach was irreparable ; the 
dutchefs appeared no more at court, and fome 
time afterwards Sunderland, the duke's fon-in- 
law, was removed from the miniftry, as the firft 
ilep towards turning out Godolphin, and then 
the duke himfelf. In' other kingdoms this is 
called a difgrace; in England it is only a change 
of affairs ; but this was a change very difficult 
to^be brought about. The tories, tho' matters 
of the queen, were not of the kingdom ', they 
found themfelves obliged to have recourfe to 
religion.. At prefent there is little more religion in 
Great Briuin than what is j uft fufficient to diftin. 
guifli fadions. The whigs inclined to pre(by. 
teriantfm. This was the fa£^ion that had de. 

Uined notions of that kind ^ buc tbefe they c«iretully con» 
cealek from the party with which they aflbciated. Some 
too were driven into jacobitifm by hard ufage : but the 
toriet in general had no intention to alter that fuceeffion 
wiiich they themfelvei elUb]ilhcd« 

throned 
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throned James IL perfecuted Charles IL and' 
brought Charles L to the block. The tories 
were in the epifcopal intereft^ that £ivoiiced 
the houfe of Stev^rt, and wanted to uitroduee 
the do&-ine of paflive obedience to kings, be- 
cauie the bifliops hoped, by that means, to have 
more obedience paid to themfelves. A clergy- 
man was procured to preach up this do&riiie in 
St. Paul'fi cathedral, and to fet forth, in the 
moft odious light, the adminiftration of the duke 
of Marlborough, and the meafures of the party 
who had given the crown to king William ; but 
notwithftanding the queen fecredy favoured this 
preacher, {he could Hot prevent his being 
filenced for three y^rs by the two houfes, af- 
feml)led in Weftminfter-hall, who ordered his 
fermon to be burnt by the hands of the common 
hangman. She felt her want of power ffall 
more ferifibly, in not daring to indulge the calls 
of blood in opening a way for her brother to 
that throne which the whigs had barred ^^ainft 
^ him. Thofe writers who fay that MatlbdrouRh 
and his party fell the inftant the queen ceaied 
to fupport them with her favour, know nothing 
of the affairs of England. The queen, though 
now defirous of peace, did not dare to remove 
Marlborough from the conmiand of her armies ; 
and, in the fpring of 1711,. he was ftill par- 
fuing his conquefts over France, though indif- 
grace at his own court. A private agent from 
Ff4MWBe-wft»ieflt to- London; t o pmp u f e cu ud i- ' 
tions of peace under-hand; but the queen's new 
miniftry did not dare to accept them as yet. 

r A new evfinty as unforefeen as the others, 
completed this great work. The emperor Jo- 

fcph 
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ieph died, and left the dominions / .., 
of the houfe of Auftria, and the ^P^^ '7> 
German empire, together with the ' \ 

pretenflons to Spain and America, to his bro« 
ther Charles, who was elected emperor fome 
months afterwards. 

On the firft news of his death, the pieju* 
dices which had put arms into the hands of 
fo many nations, began to be diilipated in £ng« 
land b^ the care of the new miniftry. The 
war, (aid they, was begun to prevent Lewis 
XIV. from governing Spain, America, Lorn- 
bardy, and the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, 
in the name of his grandfon ; why then (hould 
we endeavour to unite all thefe kingdoms in 
the femily of Charles VI ? Why muft the 
Englifh nation exhauft its treafures ? We have 
paid more to the war than Germany and Hol- 
land together. The expences of this year 
alone amounts to feven millions fterling ; and 
is the nation to ruin itfelf for a caufe it has no 
concern with, and to procure a part of Flanders 
for the Dutch, our rivals in trade ? All thefe 
arguments emboldened the queen, and opened 
the eyes of a great part of the nation, and a 
new parliament being called, the queen was 
at liberty to prepare matters for the peace of 
Europe. 

But though fhe might do this privately, (he 
could not as yet publicly break with her allies ^ 
fo that while they were negociating in the ca« 
binet, Marlborough was carrying on the fer-* 
«vice in the field. He ftill continued advancing 
.in Flanders, where he forced the lines that 

Vol. Vn. . N maiibal 
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c^ marihal Villara had drawn from Men- 
^^ treuil to Vakncicnncs, took Boucbain, 
^*' advanced as far as Quefnoi, and from 
tbeoce wai proceeding towards Paris, which had 
not ^ fingle rain(>art to oppofe hini. 

It was at this unfortunate period that the fa- 
mous Dugu^-trouio, who h^ not as yet anjr 
rank in the fea fervice, and owed every thine 
to himfelf, by his own courage, and we aft? 
tance of Icme merchants who furniihed him widi 
money, fitted out a foiall .fleet, and failed to 
^m^ m^^ *• Brafila, where he took one of 
rvS:',!?. the principal cities called St. Sebaf- 
^«- '7" tian de Rio Janeiro. He and hii 
crew returned home loaded with riches, and the 
Portuguefe loft even more than he had gained ; 
ibut the miichief that he had done in the Brafile 
did not alleviate the mifcxies of France. 
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CHAP. CLXXXVI. \ 

Vidory gained bv Marfhal Villars at De- 
NAXK. The AfTaira of France retrieved. 
The general Peace. 

THE negociations which were now open* 
ly fet on foot in London, proved more 
falutary. The queen fent the earl of Straf- 
ford ambaflador to Holland, to communicate to 
the ftates the propofaU made by Lewis XIV. 
Marlborough's leave was no longer aiked. The 
carl of Strafford ohlieed the Dutch to name 
plenipotentiaries^ and to receive thofe of 
France. 

Three private peribns ftill continued to op- 

E>fe the peace ; thefe were Marlboroueh, prince 
ugene, and Heinfius, who perfifted in their 
iniention of cruihing Lewis XIV. but when 
the Enzliib general returned to London, at the 
clofe of the campaign in 17 11, he was deprived 
of all his employmehts ; he found a new houfe 
of cpmmons, aird had no longer the majority 
in the houfe of lords. The queen, by creating 
a number of new peers, had weakened the 
duke's party, and ftrengthened the crown in- 
tereft. He was now accufed, like Scipio, of 
malverfation ; and, like that hero, extricate 
bimfelf by his reputation and bv retiring. He 
was fliil powerful, though in oifgrace. Prince 
Eueene himfelf came over to London, on pur- 
poie to ftrengthen his party. This prince met 
With the reception due to his birth and reputa- 
tion, but his propofals were rcje£ted. The 
' aniit'intereft prevailed, prince Eugene returned 
N 2 to 
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to end the war alone, with the freih inoemifc 
of a profpeA of vi^ry, without a companioa 
^o divide the honour. 

While the congreft was ai&mblinjj; at Ut* 
fecht, and the French plenipotentiariei, who 
had been fo ill ufed at Cjertruydenberg, now 
returned to treat upon more equal term, mar- 
flial ViUars lay behind bis lines to cover Arras 
snd Cambray. Prince Eugene took the town of 
Qtiefnov, and overfpread the country with ati 
army or an hundred thouiand men# The Dutch 
had exerted themfelves $ and though they had 
never before furniibed their whole quota towards 
the neceiTary expences of the war, they bad 
this year exceeded their contineent* Queen 
Anne could not as yet openly diwngage herfdf 
Irom them } ihe had fent the duice of Ormond 
tojoinprince Eugene's army with twelve thou- 
iand Engliib, and ftilt kept in pay a nfnnber 
of German troops. Prince Eugene, after buni^ 
ing the fuburbs of Arras, advanced towards the 
French army, and propofed to the duke of Or- 
jnond to Rive them battle $ but the Englifli ge- 
neral had been fent with orders not to fight. 
The private negociations between Endand and 
France drew towards a conclufion : a (ufpenlioa 
of arms was proclaimed between the two crowns. 
Lewis XIV. put Dunkirk into the hands of the 
Englifli, as a fecuritv for the performance of 
his engagements. Tne duke of Ormond thea 
retirecT towards Ghent : he endeavoured to take 
with him the troops that were in the queen's 
pay ; but none would follow htm except four 
squadrons of the regiment of Holftein, an^l one 
regiment of Liege. The troops of Brandcid>ttrg, 
Saxony, HeiTc, and Denmark, remained with 
i prince 
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prince Eugene^ and were paid by the Dutch ^ 
The eleSor of Hanover himfelf, who was to 
fucceed oueen Anne on the throne of England, 
notwithftanding her remonftrances, continued 
his troops in the pay of the allies, which plainly 
ihewed) that the pretentions of his family to the 
crown of England did not depend upon queen 
Anne's favour. 

Prince Eugene, though deprived of the ailif- 
tance of the Englifh, was ftill fuperior by twcn*- 
ty thoufand men to the French army ; be was 
likewife fuperior by his pofition, by the great 
plenty of 'magazines, and by nine years of con-i 
tinued viiStories. 

Marfhal Villars could not prevent him from 
laying fiege to Landrecy. France, exhaufied 
of men and money, was in condernation, and 
people placed no great dependence on the coiih- 
ferences at Utrecht, which might be all over- 
thrown by the fuccefles of prince Eugene. Se- 
veral conuderaUe detachments had already en- 
tered Champagne and ravaged the country, and 
advanced as far as the gates of Rheima. 

The alarm was now as great at Verfailles as 
in the reft of the kingdom. The death of the 
King's only fon, which fell out this year, the 
duke of Burgundv, the dutchefs his wife, and 
their eldeft fon, all carried to their graves the 
£imc day, and the only remaining child at the 
point of death ; all theie domeftic misfortunes, 
added to thofe from without, and the fufFerings 
of the people, made the clofe of Lewi^ XIV's 
reign confidered as a time pointed out for cala- 
mities, and every one expeded to fee more 
difafters than they had formerly feen greatneft 
and glory* 

N3 Pre- 
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Precifcly at this period, the dyke deVeiw 
d6me died in Spain. The generid dirpirited- 
ncfs which fei%ed upon the French nation on 
this occafion, of which I remember to have 
been myfelf a witnefs, filled them with appre«- 
henfions, left Spain, which had been Aipportcd 
by the duke de Venddme^ (hould fall wiib 
him. 

As Landrecy could not hold out long, it wai 
debated at Verfailles, whether the king (hould 
retire to Chambord. On this occaiion he told 
the matihal d^Harcourt, that, in cafe of any 
ft efh n infortune, he would aflemble the nobility 
of his kingdom, lead them in perfbn tgainft 
the enemy, notwithftandins he was now up* 
wards of leventy, and die jfigbting at their head. 

A fault committed by prince Eugene delivered 
the kino; and kingdom from thefe dreadful in* 
quietuiles. It is faid, that his lines were too 
much extended) that his magazines at Mar- 
chiennes were at too great a diuance i and that 

feneral Albemarle, who was pofted between 
)enain and the prince's camp, was not within 
reach of aflifting him foon enough, in cafe he 
was attacked. I have been aflurcd, that a beau* 
tiful Italian lady, whom I faw fometime after* 
wards at the Hague, and whom prince Eugene 
then kept, lived in Marchienncs $ and that it 
was on her account that this was made a place 
for magazines. It is doing injuftice to prince 
l^ugcne, to fuppofe that a woman could have 
any fhare in his military arrangements ; but 
when we know that a curate, and a counfellor* 
of Douay, named le Fevre d'Orval walking to- 
gether in thofe quarters, firft conceived the 
idea that pcnain and Ms}jqbicni)es might eafily 

be 
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%e attacked ; this will better ferve to prove, by 
what fecret and weak fprings the great affairs 
of this world are often direfted. Le Fcvre 
communicated his notion to the iittendant of 
the province, and he to marfhal Montefquiou» 
who commanded under marfhal Villars ; the 
general approved of the fcheme, and put it into 
execution. To this action, in fad, France 
owed her fafety more than to the peace fhe made 
with Englan;!. Nfar(hal Villars put a deceit 
upon prince Eugene ; a body of dragoons was 
ordered to advance in fight of the enemy's camp, 
as if going to attack it j and while thefe dragoons 
retired towards Guife, the marfhal j . 
marched towards Denain with his J** ^ ^^* 
army drawn up in five columns, i?^^ •* 
forced general Albemarle's inirenchments, de- 
fended by feventcen battalions, who were a^l 
killed or made prifoners. The general himfelf 
Turrendered prifoner of war, with two princes 
of the houfe of Naflau, the prince of Holflein, 
tee prince of Anhalt, and all the officers of the 
detachment. Prince Eugene marched in hafte 
to their affiftance, but did not come up till the 
a£tion was over j and, in endeavouring to get 

;»ofIeffion of a bridge that led to Denain, he 
ofl a number of his men, and was obliged to 
teturn to his camp, after having been witnefs 
of this defeat. 

All the pofls along the Scarpe, as far as Mar- 
chiennes, were carried, one after another, with 
the utmofl rapidity ; the armjr then puffaed di- 
reftly for Marchiennes, which was defended 
by four thoufand men ; the fiege .was carried 
on with the grcatefl vigour, and in ttucf- day^ 
time the garrifon were made prifoners of war ; 
N4 aU 
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T Iv 90 ^' ^^ ammunition and provifiona that 
17 1 2 ^^^ enemy had laid up for the whok 
^ campaign, fell into our hands. The 
fuperiority was now whollv on the fide of mar- 
fhal Villars \ the enemy difcouraged, raifed the 
c-.** ««j fieg® of Landrccy, and foonafter- 
0?*i7ii wards faw Douay, Quefnoi, and 
^ ' 7 ^ Bouchain, retaken by our troops. 
The frontiers were now in fafety. Prince Eu- 
gene drew ofF his army, after having loft near 
tifty battalions^ forty of whom wefe made priib- 
ners between the fight of Denain and the end of 
the campaign. The moft fignal vidory could 
not have produced greater advantages. 

Had marfihal Villars been pofleired of the fame 
iiare of popular favour with fome other gene- 
rals, he would have been publicly called the re- 
ftorcr of France, inftead of which they hardly 
acknowleged the obligations they had to himi 
and envv prevailed over the public joy for this 
uoexpeaed fuccefs. 

£very ftep of marihal de Villars haftened the 
peace of Utrecht } queen Anne's miniftry, as an- 
fwcrable to their country and to Europe for their 
aAions, neeleded oothmg that concerned the 
intereft of England and its allies, and the fafety 
of the public weal. In the firft place, they in* 
fifted that Philio V. now fettled on the throne 
of Spain, ihould renounce his right to the 
crown of France, which he had hitnerto con- 
ftantly maintained ; and that the duke of Berry^ 
his brother, prefumptive heir to that crown, 
after the only remaining great grandfon of 
Lewis XIV. then at the point of death, fliould 
likewife senounce all pretenfions to the crown 

of 
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of Spain, in cafe he (hould come to be king of 
France. They likewife exafted the fame on 
the part of the duke of Orleans. The late 
twelve years war had (hewn how little men are 
to be bound by fuch a6ls ; there is no one 
known law that obliges the defcendants of a 
prince to give up their right to a throne becaufe 
their father may have renounced it. Thefe re- 
nunciations are of no efFe£t, except when the 
■common intereft is in concert with them ; but 
however they fer\'ed to calm, for the prefent, a 
twelve years ftorm ; and it is probable, that one 
day, feveral nations may join to fupport thefe 
renunciations that are now the bads of the ba- 
lance of power, and the tranquility of Europe^ 

By this treaty the ifland of Sicily was given 
to the duke of Savoy, with the title of king, 
and on the continent the towns of Feneftrelles, 
Exilles, with the valley of Pragilas : fo that they 
took from the houfe of Bourbon, to aggran- 
dize him. 

The Dutch had a confiderable barrier given 
them, which they had always been aiming at ; 
and if the houfe of Bourbon was defpoilcd of 
fome territories in favour of the duke of Savoy, 
the houfe of Auftria was, on the other hand, 
ftript to fatisfy the Dutch, who were become 
at its expence the guarantees and mafters of the 
ftrongeft cities of Flanders. Due regard was 
paid to the intereft of 'the Dutch with refpeft 
to trade ; and there was an article ftipulaced 
likewife in favour of the Portuguefe. 

The fovereignty of the ten provinces of the 
Spaniih Netherlancjs was refcrved for the empe- 
ror, together with the advantageous lordfliip of 
N 5 the 
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the barrier towns. They likewirc giiaranticfi 
to him the kingdom of Naples and Sicilv, with 
all his poiTcffions in Lombard/, and the four 
ports on the coaft of Tufcany* But the court 
of Vienna would not fubfcribe to thefe condi* 
tions, as thinking ibe had not fufficieiit juftica 
done hen 

As to England, her glory and intereft were 
fufHciently ^cured. She had obtained the de* 
molition of the harbour and fortifications of 
Dunkirk, which bad been the objcA of (o much 
jealoufy. She was left in poileffion of Gibraltar 
and the ifland of Minorca by Spain* France 
ceded to her Hudfon's bay, the ifland of New* 
foundland, and Acadia y and fbe procureif 
greater privileges for her American trade than 
had been granted even to thcFrench^ who placed 
Philip V. on the throne. We muft Hkewifc 
reckon amone the glorious a£ts of the EneliiH 
niirtiftry its naving engaged I^wis Xiv! to 
confcnt to fct at liberty thofe of his fubjeds who 
were confined in prifon on account of their re- 
ligion; this was diluting laws, but laws of a 
very rcfpcftablc nature. 

Lailly, queen Anne, facrlficing the rights of 
blood, and the fecret inclinations of her hearty 
to the dcfjrcB of her country, fccurcd the fuc- 
ccilion to (he crown of Great Britain to the 
houfe of Hanover. 

Afl to the clcAors of Bavaria and Cologne, 
the former was to keep the dutchy of Luxem* 
bour;r and the county of Namur till his brother 
ar)d himfelf fhould be reflored to their eledo- 
ratcft \ for Spain bad ceded thofe two fovereign* 
tics to th« cic£tor of Bavaria, as a confideration 

for 
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for his lofles, and the allies had taken neither of 
them during the war. 

For France, who demolifhed Dunkirk, anct 
gave up fo raanv places in Flanders that her 
arms had formerly conquered, and that had beea 
fecured to her by the treaties of Nimeguen and 
Ryfwick, (he got backLifle, Aire, Betbune,. 
and Saint- Venant. 

Thus did the Engliib miniftry to all appear-*^ 
ance do juftice to every one ; but this was de- 
nied, them by the whigs -, and one half of the- 
nation reviled the memory of queen Anne, for 
having done the greateft good that a fovereigiv 
poffibly could do, in gtvmg peace to fo many 
nations. She was reproached with not havings 
difmembered France, when it was in her power 
to do it. 

All thefe treaties were iigned^ one after ano« 
ther, in the courfe of the year 1713; but whe-o '^ 
tber it was owing to the obftinacy of prince 
Eugene, or to the bad politics of the emperor's 
council, that monarch did not enter into any of 
thefe negociations. Me would certainly have 
bad Landau, and perhaps Strafbourg, had he- 
at iirft fallen in with the views of queen Anne 
and her miniftry; but he was bent upon conti- 
nuing the war, and fo got nothing. 

Marfhal Villars having fecured the reft of 
French Flanders, marched towards the Rhinc^. 
and, after making himfelf mafter of a 
Spires, Worms, and all the circum- "^ * 
jacent country^ he took Landau, '^^ 
which the emperor might have had by acceding 
to the peace, forced the lines that gg-* ,,^ 
prince Eugene bad ordered to be P * ^^ 

drawia 



276 T H X A G^E a F 

drawn from firifgau, defeated marflial Vau« 
l^onne, who defended thofe lines s and laftly, 
^n. -.-. beficged and took Friburg, the capital 
Oa-30 oftTpperAuftria. ^ 

The council of Vienna preficd the circles oS 
the empire to fend the fuccours they had pro« 
mifed, but no fuccours came. They now be- 
gan to be fenfible that the emperor, without 
the afiiftance of En^and and Holland, could 
never prevail againfrFrance, and refolved upon 
peace when it was too late* 

Marfhal Villars, after having thus put an 
end to the war, had the additional honour of 
concluding the peace with prince Eugene, at 
Raftad* This was perhaps the firft time that 
two generals of oppofite parties had been known 
to meet together at the clofe of a campaign, to 
treat in the names of their mafters. They 
both brought with them that opennefs of cba- 
ra^er for which they werediftinguilhed. I have 
heard marflial ViHars relate, that one of the 
iirifl things he faid to prince Eugene was this : 
<* Sir, we do not meet as enemies ; vour ene- 
mies are at Vienna, and mine at Verfailles.'' 
And in h& both of them had always cabals to 
combat at their refpe&ive courts. 

There was no notice taken rn this treaty of 
the pretenfions which the emperor ftill main- 
tained to the Spanifli monarchy, nor of the 
empty title of Catholic King, that he con- 
tinued to bear after Philip V. was in auiet pof- 
leflion of the kingdom. Lewis XiV. kept 
Straibourg and Landau, which he had before 
offered to give up, Huninguen, and new Bri* 
fac, which he had propofed to demoHfli, and the 
fovereignty of Alface, which he had offered !• 

re- 
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renounce. But what was ftill more honourable 
for htm, he procured the electors of Cologne 
and Bavaria to be reinftated in their ranks and 
dominions. 

It is a yery remarkable circumftance that 
France in all her treaties with the emperors, 
has conftantly proteftcd the rights of the princes 
and ftates of the empire. She laid the foun- 
dation of the Germanic liberties by the peace of 
Munfter ; and caufcJ an eighth eledlorate to be 
crcfted in favour of this yery houfe of Bavaria. 
The treaty of Weftphalia was confirmed by 
that of Nimeguen. By the treaty of Ryfwicic 
ihe procured all the erfate of cardinal Furftem* 
berg to be reftored to him. Laftly, by this peace 
of Utrecht, (he obtained the re-eftablifliment of 
the two eleSors, It muft be acknowled^^ed, 
that throughout the whole negociation, v^hich 
put an end to this long quarrel, France re- 
ceived laws from England, and impofed thein 
on the empire. 

The hiftorical memoirs of thofe times^ from 
which fo many hiftories of Lewis XIV. have 
been compiled, fay that prince Eugene, when 
he had finifhed the conferences, defired the 
duke de Villars to embrace the knees of Lewis 
XIV. for him, and to prefeiit that monarch, in 
his name, with afiurances of the moft profound 
refped of ** A fubjc£t towards his fovcreign.'* 
In the firft place^ it is not true, that a prince, 
the grand-fon of a fovereign, can be the fub- 
jed of another prince, becaufe he was born in 
his dominions ; and in the fecond place, it i^ 
ftill lefs fo that prince Eugene, vicar-general 
of the empire, could call himfelf the fubjed of 
the king of France. 

And 
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' And now each ftate took* poiTeffion 6f iti^ 
hew rights. The duke of Savoy got himfdf 
acknowledged in Sidly, without confulting the 
emperor, who complained of it in vain. Lewis 
XIV. procured entrance for his troops into- 
Lifle, the Dutch feizcd on their barrier towns,, 
and the ftates of the country gave them one 
million two hundred and fifty tboufand florins 
per ann. to continue mafters in Fhinders» 
Lewis XIV. filled up the harbour of Dunkirk, 
raized the citadel, and demolifhed the fortifi- 
cations towards the fea,' in prefenceof theEng- 
Itfb commifl[ary. The inhabitants, who faw 
their whole trade ruined thereby, fent a depu* 
tation over to London to implore the clemency 
of queen Anne. It was a mortifying circum« 
ftance to Lewis XIV. that his fubjefb flvoul^ 
go to a(k favours of a queen of England ; but 
it was ftill more melancholy for thefc poor 
people to meet with a refufal from the queen. 

The king, fometime afterwards, enlarged the 
canal of Mardyke, and by means of fluices 
formed an harbour there, which was thought 
already to equal that of Dunkirk. The earl of 
Stair, ambaflador from England, complained 
of this in warm term!S to the king. It is faid 
in one of the beft books we have, that Lewis 
^IV. made him this reply: ** My Lord, I have 
always been mafter in my own kingdom, fome-* 
times in thofe of others : do not pur me in re- 
membrance of it." I know of my own certain 
knowledge, that Lewis XIV. never made fo 
improper a reply ; he was far from ever having 
been mafter in England : he was indeed mafler 
in his own kingdom ; but the point in queflton 
W43, whether he was mafter of eluding a treaty 
I to 
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"^o which he owed his repofe, and perhaps tb# 
^reateft part of bis kingdom* This however 
IS true, that he put a flop to the works of Mar* 
dyck, and thus yielded to the remonftrances of 
the ambaflador, inftead of braving them* The 
works of the canal of Mardyke wercdemoliflied 
foon afterwards, during the regency, and the 
treaty accompliflied in every point* 

Notwithftanding the peace of Utrecht and 
Kaftad, Philip V. was not yet in poflei&on of all 
Spain : he had ftill Catalonia to conquer, and 
the iflands of Majorca and Ivica« 

It is neceiTary to know, that the emperor 
Charles having left his wife at Barcelona, and 
finding himfelf unable to carry on a war in 
Spain, and yet unwilling to give up his ^laim^ 
or accept of the peace of Utrecht, had never- 
thelefs made an agreement with queen Anne 
for a fquadron of Englifh fhips to bring away 
the emprefs and the troops, now ufelefs in Ca« 
'talonsa. In fad, Catalonia had been already 
evacuated; and Starembeg, when he quitted, 
that province, had refigned his title of viceroy i 
but he left behind him all the feeds of a civil 
war, with the hopes of a fpecdy fuccour on ^h^ 
part of the emperor and the queen of England* 
Thofe who had the moft credit in that pro- 
vince, imagined that they might be able to form 
a republic under a foreign protection ; and that 
the king of Spain would not be ftrong enough 
to fubdue them. On this occafion, they dif- 
played that character which Tacitus gave them 
fo long fmce, who calls them, ** An intrepid 
people, that count their lives for nothing when 
Ijot employed in fighting/*- 
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If they bad made half the efforts for Philip 
V. their kingy as they then did againft hiiDy 
the archduke would never have difputed Spain. 
By the obftinate refinance they made, they 
proved that Phih'p, though delivered from hit 
competitor, was not able to reduce them by his 
own power. Lewis XIV. who during the fatter 
part of the war, had not been able to affiil bit 
grand-fon with either (hips or foldiers, againft 
his riv&I, Charles, now fent him fuccours againil 
his rebellious fubjed:s. A fleet of French fhipt 
blocked up the harbour of Barcelona, and mar* 
ihal Berwick laid fiege to it by land. 

The queen of England,faithful tohertreaty, 
would not afiid this city. The emperor made 
^ vain promife of fuccours. The bcfiegcd dc^ 
fended themfelves^th a courage that was for- 
tified by fanaticifm. The pricfls and monks 
ran to arms, . and mouiUed the trenches, as if 
it bad been a religious war. A phantom of 
liberty rendered them deaf to all the advances 
made to them by their mafter. Upwards of 
five hundred ecclefiaffics died during this fiege, 
with their arms in their hands : we may judge 
whether by their fpeeches and examples they 
helped to animate the people. 

They hung ouC^ black enfign upon the;, 
breach, and ttood feveral aflaults; at length 
the befiegers having made their way into the 
town, the befieged difputed ftreet after ftreet ; 
and having retreated into the new town, after 
' the old one was taken, they oiFered to capitulate 
on condition of being allowed all their privilegeb; 
but they only obtained their lives and eftates. 
Moft part of their privileges were taken from 

thcok 
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them. Sixty monks were condemned to the 
gallies, and this was the only vengeance taken 
Sy the conquerors. Philip V. had, during the 
war, treated the little town of Xativa much 
more fevcrely, by ordering it to be razed from 
the foundation as an example ; but though he 
might do this to a town of no importance, he 
would not deftroy a large city that had a fine 
Tea-port, and was of ufe to the ftate. 
' This fury of the Catalans, that had not ex- 
erted itfelf while Charles VL was among them, 
and which tranfported them to fuch extremes 
when they were left without ailiftance, was the 
laft fpark of that Hame which bad been lighted 
up by the will of Charles IL king of Spain, and 
had fo long laid wafte the moft beautiful part 
df Europe. 
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